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TO 

oomvknMKG 

OBADIAH^ 

AN 

AUiEOORICAL TALE. 

I AM very much pleafed with your laft 
letter, my dear Eliza*: the compofition is 
more correft, and your thoughts are better 
combined apd exprefled tfian ufuaL You 
will foon attain a ftyle of eafe and perlpicu- 
ityj and as a proof of what I advance, 
compare the copy of what you laft fent me 
with the theme you wrote only fix months 
fince. I am perfuaded that you will be 
fenfible of the advantage you have gained 
overthofe difficulties which you mention 
VOL. in. B in 



in your lad letter^ as having fo much peN 
plexed you.* But a young perfon who can 
f#Well point out thofe difficulties will foon 
overcome them. 

I remember that, wh Jn I was of your age, 
I adopted a* method from which I derived 
confiderable improvement I read with 
attention one of Mr. Addifon's papers in 
the Speftator: I then clofed the book, but 
carefiiUy kept the fubjeft in my mind, and 
took it for my next theme ; which, when 
finifhed, I placed apart, and at my leifure 
compared it with the compofition by which 
ithadbeen fuggefted; f«r I did not attempt 
to imitate Mr. Addifon's ftyle, ot to follow 
his thoughts dofely, but fimply and m my 
beft manner to exprefs my own on the fame 
moral fubjeft. * You will be able to judge 
of the imperfeftions of my eflays. But I 
was notdifcouraged: I prefervedmy paper; 
and fome weeks after, without referring to 
it, I wrote a fecond on the fame fubjeft, 
which together with the former I again 
compared with my author. I aflure you, 

my 
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my £liza> that I rarely mifled tbs pleafure 
arifing from this review ; for I found that 
I'hsul enlarged my ideas, and improved my 
expreifions. One or two of my juvenile 
exercifes fell into my hands the other day, 
and I ftiU think 'they would not diigrace 
me» • 

The human mind relembles a rich mine. 
If the pofTeflbr fhould content himfelf with 
indolently faying, "I am told that by 
opening this mine, which is exclufively my 
own pixjperty, I fhould enrich my eftate, and 
reap a harveft of gold ; but, as it lies at 
(bme diftance, as the labour and expenfe are 
very confiderable, and the produce is un - 
certain, I prefer poverty and eafe, notwith- 
ftanding the oflFered afliftance of my zealous 
friends, and the pro(pe?t of fuccefs "— 
would it be prefumptuous to conclude that 
this man was ignorantly blind to his own 
intepeft? Would you not be tempted to 
remind him, that his youdi and his ftrength 
wtould fail, that his necefficies would infalli- 
bly become more urgent, in proportion as 

he 
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he. became by floth morfe iMipreparM to 
meet them ; ind that the juft puniftiifteftt 
of his prefent idlenefs and pufilkninaitjr 
would be future and unava^g. repentance^ 
with the defertion of thofe Mends whofe 
prudent counfel be then V^efttd.? . 

Young people, and Miuuld that I vreve' 
able to confine my obfeiVation to the young ! 
ijft too often on much the fame principIA 
as thofe I have me±idned. They want no 
more than they poflefs : u litde ciin^ewt 
coin, brifk ammal Qnrits, and indulgent 
friends, carry them gadly and contentediy 
down the fmooth and unrufiied ftreamof life. 
They may acquire, as they have been A 
repeatedly affured, hidden treafia-es^ and 
unexplored ftoi?es—i-So much the bfetters. 
When they baare exhaufted thofe at ^haiidi, 
when the treafures of youth and t&f heateb, 
of comelinefs and friends, fail ■ why, theft 
indeed it will be well to feek at^ny Ikboui^ 
for thofe refources which are faid tsb be the 
provifion Natun has fo kindly prepared for 

them. The time arrive s ' i t pr^Sfes tip6ft 

them. 



Ahm, and 'jjijrtdvcnture they recolleft that 
the bi|fi]ie& ought not to be deferred to the 
fall minute. They now recall to memory 
fi>me of thofe indications formerly given to 
them> of the precife fituation of the place, 
to which they are at iaft obliged to turn 
their thoughts and their hopes. They now 
cemember that the zeal and care of the 
frieiids of their youth had fet up certain 
landmarks for their ufe. They recoiled 
that one, the moft revered, of thofe friends 
hod pcunted out the fpot in which might be 
Annd fxre goU; that anodier, experienced 
in wifdpm, had marked where the precious 
ore was mixed with bafer metal ; that a 
third had. wan^ them not to be difcouraged 
in fiich and fuch fpots ; for that, although 
the vm Was deep, and inconfiderable at the 
beg^ning, it would, in its progrefs, be 
amply pcodu&ive. 

Thus, urged by neceflity, and allured by 
hope, does an inheritor of fuch a mine 
begin his procraftinated journey towards it: 
but he finds the former fcene of nature 

changed 5 
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changed; the country throi^h which he 

pafles has loft its pidurefque beauties^ it is 

become defolate and barren,, and he. is 

enfeebled by indolence, and faddened by the 

dreary profpcdt around him. — Perchance he 

gains a little eminence, and fee3 from afar 

the dilapidated memorials of his ftiend's 

prudent precautions ; his finking fpirits feize 

the aufpicious fignals — he preffes forward^-^ 

but to what convidlion ? The precious de^ 

pofit is engulphed by a fea of inordinate 

paiTions and tumultuous cares, that in their 

ebbing courfe exhibit to his view an ufekfs 

mafs of fand, which baiBHes indyftry; and 

he fees himfelf configned, for the remainder 

of his days, to pei^ury and negleft. 

There is not, my Eliza, a precept in 
morals which contains a more important 
and felf-evidcnt truth than that which fays, 
" A(k, and you fhall receive." The mind 
of man fays the fame, with nearly the fame 
certitude. You have exprefled more dif-. 
fidence in refped to the vifion of Mirzah 
{han was neceflary. You comprehend per-t 

feftly 



feftly the fubjeft of it, and the moral which 
it contains. As the fphere of your reading 
enlarges, and your underftanding matures^ 
you will infenfibly acquire a difcriminating 
tafte, if you fuffer nothing to efcape you by 
yielding to your vivacity. But if the indul- 
gence of curiofity^ or the mere amufement 
of your leiiure, is your fole objeft in reading, 
I forewarn you that your profit will be 
proportionably trifling, that you will never 
arrive at that judgment on which only your 
mind can be folidly eftablifhed, nor ever be 
capable of feleAion, or imitation of thofe 
authors whoie genius and correded imagi- 
nation place themi in the opinion of the 
judicious, as the ftandards of good and 
elegant writers. 

At ten years of age you read fables and 
fbmetimes fiury tales to me. It never 
occurred to you to examine into their defign, 
their probability, or their improbability : 
the marvellous delighted you, and the moral 
efcaped you : all the advantage you derived 
from* this praftice was a great facility in 

reading 
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reading abud^ and the habit of kdsing 
amufement in books. A higher order of 
aDegorical compofition has lately come be- 
fore you with other books -, and you teD me 
that the application fometimes efcapes you, 
and that you find the iubjeft obfcure : and 
yet not a day padfes in which your own 
thoughts do not take this mode of expreflion 
without premeditation or ftudy. You have^ 
heard hitherto ftothing of the art of fpeaking. 
Your mother 15 but little better informed j 
but fhe underftands what fchoolmen mean, 
when, in defining rhetoric, they call it the 
art of writing and fpeaking with elegance 
and dignity. Perhaps, my Eliza^ I might 
not prefume too far in faying that fome of 
thofe who have beft known in what manner 
to reduce this art to certain prefcribed rules, 
have failed in tjie application of them. But 
be this as it niay, it is undoubted that nature 
and genius (oar beyond them, and can 
** catch a grac^ beyond the reach of art." 
Let us try what our own unaided efibrt^ 
will fupply v§ with on thi? fubjea,..let m 

endeavour 



eadcavoor ta invj^ftig^te, with tjik plain . 
guide, NMuTt^ tbeprogFefe of thought and 
language. The fubje;^; has ei^aged the at^ 
tentton of the learned j it has \^n proditctiye 
of information, »d of moch fpecuUtlon. 
We will place oinr dii<i:QV^ies under the 
lauer head, and then r^fer th^m to your 
grandfather, who w^l vf ly f^On wmnow 
the wheat, if there be any^ firdpi the chaS; 
It is evident that kaowl^dgfe, like virtue, 
i& progreSive : every fa(:uhy of tha£ bdng 
intended for another wprld marks his §^o^ 
rious deftination \ and be who paufes in hii 
progress wilt itot be able to kf^ his ftadon : 
we muft either advance or reisede: it is th<$ 
order of nature. 

Man coUedively, like the individual of 
his fpecies, has been in a ftate of infancy. 
A recent example, when compared with 
the annals oi mankind, will fufike for our 
piurpofe* The great Alfred, if I be not 
iniftaken, was one of the firft of our mon* 
archs who could write his own name : and 
fixn one of thoft dtfcoveries made by our 

celebrated 
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cdebrated circumriavigator, captain Cook, 
and mentioned in Forfter's work*, we may 
obfcrve that the ftate of language is a crite- 
rion by which we may judge of the intellec- 
tual progrefs of man, and at the fam^ time 
form fome conjefture refpefting that curious 
pfeaenomenon the diverfity of language. I 
allude to the natives of an ifland which they 
approached, who appeared to have no ar- 
ticulate founds, but exprefled their wants 
aiKi wifhes by certain feeble and monoto- 
nous cries. ' Let us feprefent thefe people 
to ourmin(}s » the infants of our race. 
WouW not captain Cook and his people be, 
with refpeft to them, in a fimilar fituation 
to that in which you would be with rdpeft 
to an infant of three months old ? The 
only means of communication muft be figns 
and founds : and thefe, from the favage's ig- 
norance of focial Ufe, would be vague and 
ambiguous eVen tb each other, and fre- 
quently unint^ligible to a ftrangerj for you 

♦ 5c^ GJook's Voyages, \>y Focfter, vol. ih p. 498. 
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will keep in view that thefe people were, m 
it appeared^ ftraogers to all the arts of hti^ 
man life, and that even the accommodations^ 
of the moA lavage ftate were apparentlfi 
unknown amongft them. Let us fuppofe 
that one or more of our countrymen had bys 
chance been left on this defolate fhore> and: 
that the perfon fo left waa not die lead in*^ 
ftnifted of thofe fix>m whom he had been fe* 
parated. Would it not fblbw that for 
fome time> and that a very confiderable one,» 
he would experience much more difficulty 
in his iocercourfe with the natives aroun4 
him, than you would with an infant ? The 
reafcm is obvious; becauie the figns an4 
founds within the ftrang^'s reach would be 
more complicated than are n^eflary for the 
fimple wants of the infant. W ith attention^ 
even you, or a girl much younger than your* 
{elf> would foon learn to diftinguifh, in the 
in£mt committed to your car^;, the cry of 
pain, of hunger, or of wearinefs, from that 
of anger and impatience. But the infant of 
liature and the iftfanf of local circumftances 
8 are 



are widely different. Tke moil imtutoi^ 
favage is a philofepher compared mth a 
child of a few mondis old : his exift^nce haft 
depended on more than fimpfe perceptions} 
certain faculties of his mind muft have been 
expanded in the cburfe of feif-prefervation, 
and experience and judgment have bMn 
employed by him in providing for his daily 
necefflties, Thefe powers are not unfolded 
in the firft ftage of human exiftence. Our 
exile confequendy would for a time find it 
impofllble to underftand ail ihp varied &ga& 
and ambiguous founds of a rational and re^ 
flefting creature, however reprefied tind 
circumfcribed the powers of his mind 
might be, from the limited fources of his 
knowledge. The poof favage's difficulties 
with die (Iranger would be ftiU more m^^ 
fold; for he would utter founds wd exbi* 
bit figns totally incomprehenfible to their 
Iknplem inds. The remedy for thefe com- 
mon evils would, in time, be found in 
the imitative fecuky which it has pfeafed 
the great author of our being to beftow oti 

man: 
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man : and as the infant learns of its nuife 
to (pedk^ fb would thefe ignorant ifknders 
learn to u& with the ftranger. 

We will now fuppole that they have 
acquired a languaige> however inaperfefl:, 
and a more accurate idea of the adirantages 
of articulate founds. Their inftruftor quits 
them. They infenfiWy recur to th^ 
accuftomed rounds> the new pronunciataon 
becomes vitiated^ they coitribine found with 
wonb» diey add to or they dinuniih th^r 
acquired ftocks and in a courfe of yetu-s 
a kngudgfe peculiar to ehts peopte is efta- 
Ui(hed> and which would be uniateUigible 
to their fiiendly inftmdor. 

Thus arifes a diverfity of tongues, wfaiok 
ape enriched and fafhkmed bf the coftnmu- 
nications between man and his foUow man. 
Our ifland^rs have now a language, and to 
this language they have affixed commoa 
and appropriate ideas. Let us return, my 
Eli2a» from this epifode to my miietaphorof 
Ae mine. We will fuppole that the work 
of intelleftual improvement is now b^gui\, 

and 
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and that it (Cannot ftop; the intervening eart/f 
is cleared away^ and the vivid ore appears 
in all direftions. The labourers now ar- 
range, feledi and method and order regu- 
late them. The fixed rules of the gramma- 
rian, it may be fuppofed^ are not yet efta- 
bliflied ; but they vary and multiply theif 
expreffionsy and imagination embellifhes and 
' gives energy to their words, to meet thcf 
vigorous idea: but thefe areftill too flow, 
and inequate to the thought -, it either eludes 
the progrefs, or languiihes beneath the 
burthen of common language. They now 
turn to heaven, to earth, to things animate 
and inanimate, in order to clothe their 
thoughts. Comparifon follows : "A man 
is as ftrong as a lion." " A woman is as 
induftrious as a bee/' 

The image once received, the allufion 
becomes fignificant and eafy; and the tedi- 
ous detail of the man's courage, and the 
woman's induftry, is fpared. No fooner 
does this figure become familiar, than they 
advance another ftep . • . Metaphor fprings^ 

from 



from comparifon : " The ftroi^ man U * 
lioi}// " The Gytining man a fox." ^'God 
is a rock/' "Hope, an anchor," &^. The 
mind widi facili(y alfimilates the icka and. 
the image; it only afks for fome corce* 
Ipondence and relation^ to unite the obje& 
to the borrowed figure which reprefents 
it. 

From die mttapbor arifes the alkgory^ 
which is a continuation of metaphors ap« 
plied to fome regular defign, and fupported 
by aftion, events and charadters* Fables 
are of this fort. The cunning man, under 
the figure of a fox, addrefies a flattering 
difcourfe to the unfufpedling and credulous 
tock, in order to deceive him : he fucceeds» 
and the viftim, betrayed by his vanity and 
credulity, falls a prey to his evil defigns. 
In this fpecies of allegory, the moral is fome- 
dmes put into the mouth of the adtors, at 
another deduced from It. The beautifiil 
parables of our divine mafter, that of Nathan 
xo his guilty monarch, exhibit this mode of 
compofition under another ufeful point of ^ 

view. 
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view. Itt fekitary leflbn^ i«atli lite iiear t, 
under ciro«Wift««ices whidh wdiM lender the 
fev^e ted undi%uifed neproofs of trtfth 
iii^e($h}al to the o^ndet> and i^uigerous to 
the ftferidly voice t§iat fpcfce Aem. 

Thus Allegory is not <)tAy Ae handttaid 
of W^RIom atodPfudfence, but aMb the atten"- 
dant grace on Inftruftion ; and attiring her- 
felf in tlie fefcinating robe of Amufement, 
fhe foUcits Curioffity to ttdnrit Ae ple«fing 
gueftj and in its gratification conveys to 
the rtiind a *folid and ufdful good, 

Yoti have in your account prevented my 
obfervations on Mirzah, and i am iurc you 
will receive great pleafure from the perufd 
of many allegories with ^ich we have been' 
favoured by our beft writers. You will fee 
the different vehicles they ufe, and with 
what fuccefs they have been employed. 
You will find tropes, or figures ^ under 
many more definitions, in the little work I 
inclofe with this letter. We will endea- 
vour to familiarize ourfelves at leaft with 
<he examples it affords us^ You will be fur- 
9 prifed 
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|>rifed that I mean to content myfelf withr 
fome drawn from your unftudied modes of 
expreffion -, for nature has akeady, my deft* 
Eliza, made you a tolerable proficient in 
rhetorical flights, by giving you an imagina- 
tion which needs no fpur. "You are as 
cold as ice*" *' Mrs. Beaumont is Goodne& 
perfonified :'' and fpeaking the other day of 
Mrs. Siddons's exquifite performance of Lady 
Macbeth> and the imprefllve manner in which 
Ihe appealed to the human bofom> you 
faid "The whole houfe was appalled ^ a 
momentary ftillnefs like death fucceeded> 
and was followed by one burft of nature's 
abhorrence of murder and perfidy." I refer 
you to the little work I fend you for the 
place which fuch language holds in com- 
pofition or difcourfe. It is now time that 
you (hould underftand its value and beauty. 
Thusj for example, " The fields laugh and 
fing." Does not this trope beautifully 
exprefs the fruitfulnefs of the crop, and the 
cheerfulnefs of the feafon ? In my opinion^ 
no particular relation in the beft chofen and t 
Qioft poetical words could have produced 

VOL. III. c 



1« 

fo happy art cflfeft. How^ nwny fuch. 6i^ 
amptea might be drawa frottt the £une £ub^ 
lUhe writer, and from a volume "beyond 
att price!" 

Tfhe ftibjeft of this letter h» perhapa led 
lite infD a fault, which it i& peculiarly need- 
All for you to Ihun^ The itnagination re** 
quises man^ement; and ^h& falfd brti&ant 
in cotnpodtion^ of which ycmt grand&i^^Nr 
wa& ipeaking the other day ^ dodoi? Maaf* 
field, includes in it a redundancy andinjudi^ 
cious ufe of rhetorical^ figures. I had how- 
ever my defi^y as this letco: rdatsed (Kryou ;; 
and if that be an^vered, I will bow fmb^ 
miffively to the pruning criticifm; of yoiir 
excellent preceptor ►. .1 has^e adcfed to my- 
letter two little pieces which may amufe 
you: they were written fbme yeai^ ago^ 
and addreflfed to a youth of your age^ You 
will do well to read them^ to your gracdt- 
fether: his corrections will render theiti ufe- 
ful. Heaven blefs my child I 

A. PAl.MJWSTO:Bifi« 
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OBTAUiArf Was^ tRe foil of N^ph^r ^d 
Patima. The condition of His ^anihts Wis 
ftutnbte, thcfif ddireS vref^ few: atttonglt 
theffei rh^ moft pdwerfbl was tMr wi(h t<* 
fee O&adiah vimioiJ^, and contente?! in that 
retreat wheit tftey thenifdves had fouftdan 
aiyium frbm a world in which they* hjid 
beeir betrayed^ and from whidh they here 
faW as fure a refuge for the' iMWcence df 
thcSr fon as h Had proved to rfieir owni 
The- fiabitatiort of Naphor w^s well calco- 
• Ikted tty Jtnfwer their pui*pofefe of prudence^ 
and die prel!ing neceflhies ©f that faftir 
which had firft' condu£fed tliem td it ; for it 
wasr dmoflf macceffible to human footftept. 

fir ftood at the Bafe of a ftupendbus cfeiA 
of rocks, tJirdWrt' by the hand of natum im» 
a fweeping and bold atnphitheatricai form j 
to the extremities of which feemed linked 
the (burcc Md the itiouth of a rapid river, 
iHiich inclofed the dwelling of Naphor, and 
gave fertility to the narrow boundary of 
foil, fh>ni which, with kbour, he obrainJ|jl 

a fcanty 
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a fcanty harveft. The indefatigable Naphor 
fupplied this deficiency from the abundant 
treafures of the ftream, which not only 
furnilhed his fimple board with plenty, but 
alfo delicacies which thefe children of nature 
cftimated only by their ufefulnefs. Naphor 
had carefully turned to profit a fmall boat, 
in which he had once found fafety and 
reached his prefent flielter. At ftated times 
he repaired to a large town on the opp'ofitc 
fide of the river ; but which was too remole 
to be feen, and by much too diftant to be 
feared. He never entered ifj but, after 
exchanging his commodity for neceflaries 
which contributed to the comforts of his 
beloved Fatima and his child, returned 
home, without having any other communi- 
cation than with a man who found his pwii 
advantage in his fidelity. 
. During thefe ftated intervals of abfence 
the active and induftrious Obadiah was 
employed in the cultivation of a little garden, 
together with a field of rice and other pulfe^ 
and which loft nothing of their produce 
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under the diligent eye of Obadiah. The 
ri/ing fun was welcomed by his cheerful 
voice, and its laft parting ray often funk 
beneath the horizon unnoticed, till he was 
fummoned to the evening repaft. Thus 
paffed the firft feafon of youth with the 
contented Obadiah j his heart the abode of 
innocence, and his hours winged by peace. 
The death of his mother was the firft forrow 
he knew, and he bewailed her lofs with 
that bittemefs which the ingenuous and 
inexperienced heart feels under the un- 
looked-for and unfufpefted trials of its 
fh-ength. The refigned and pious Naphor, 
better prepared, bowed in meek fubmiffion 
to a ftroke that threatened to annihilate the 
remaining comforts of his life : with a firm 
confidence he fought confolation in hopes 
which condufted him beyond the grave of 
his lamented Fatima, and the profped of a 
reunion foftened the pangs of feparation. 
He tenderly flrove to confole the afflifted 
Obadiah, but failed in his efibrts ; and with 
regret he beheld him daily a prey to dejec-r 

tion 



<ion and unavailing grief. But, alas ! he 
knew not that the forrow of his fbn had for 
its fource a caufe far removed from the pne 
Jie drove to mitigate, whiift it ende^ed him 
to his heart. 

Difcontent broody in the naind of Oba^ 
fdiah : he paffed his days in repining, and hU 
repofe was broken and reftlefs. To evade 
his fether's pious exhortations he paffed 
hours by his mother's grave, regarding hip 
accuftomed occupations with difguft, and his 
ufual labour asinfupportabletoii *^ What!** 
faid he fretfully, " always this ftubborn foil J 
always thefe rugg^ and defplate paths! 
Does life afford nothing to the miieraWe 
Obadiah, but the harafliog concwoi of pre-r 
viding a fcanty fuftenance for an exifteoce 
that he neither folicited nor enjoys? b 
there nothing in this worid for the chilr 
dren of mortality hut labour and a grave ? 
Surely I am the vi^m of an ufurped au-r 
thority ! the paffive Qij^^ of. timidity, and 
of the cold cautio» of one who, having 
eutlived enjoyment himfelf, believes that I 

have 
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liaveino dgfat to t&e fdeafintss or the purfutcs 
of youth j" 

Obadiah at length I(npartUDsd his father 
to ^ye xip to irim-thecboge of condi^uig 
the botft. He h^d hithtrio |[rateftilly ^c- 
kaowledged thegeodDcfs nnd m^m wfaich 
h^d ^ftred him the fatigue and peril of the 
ufttried navigation : but now, neither the 
obedience nor the afieftion of « chiid was 
leady to meet die gende though firm denial 
of Naphoir. Obadiah murarared • . • he ex- 
populated . . • and finiihed by fullen fUence. 
The good ^dier faw the pertinacity of his 
itm vath fonx3w« 

^ Thou IcDoweft not," faad he to him wkh 
mikinefs, ^ die nature of that boon -which 
thou haft demanded fo urgently, nor that the 
regret ^ifdi has followed my refufaltendsto 
ingratitude* The voyage diat riwufofondly 
coveteft is intricate and dangeTX)u&. Thou 
knowdd not the courfe into which thy fragile 
bark may be forced, amidft tremendous 
billows and a boifterous element ; no pilot 
hath hitherto been found, who with unerr* 
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ing judgment hath been able to mark thj 
devious way. The moll fkilful navigat 
and the ftouteft veflfel, (hare in the comr 
peril J and few,, indeed, are the number whTfr* 
reach the deftined haven without lofs and 
trouble j whilft the vidims of its fury, and 
the dupes of its treachery, are innumerable. 
I have, in my acquired knowledge of this 
adventurous courfe, paid a price which thou 
art unable to eftimate; and, experienced as 
I am, I dare not truft to my own wifdom 
or prudence. I know that my vigilance is 
in conftant danger of being furprifed i and 
that my wifdom is folly, unaided by our. 
great prophet. Be not, therefore, proud of 
thy ftrength and vigour J truft not to thy 
courage and addrefs. Alai ! my fon, in 
the vd^age upon which thou fo ardently 
defireft to ventui^p, thefe advantages re- 
femble the gloffy furface of the untroubled 
waters, and, like them, fmile but to betray, 
<* Be thankfiil for fhy prefent fecurity. 
Allah, in his own time, will call upon thee 
for thy deftined duties ^ at prefent it is His 
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merciful will that thou remain here, ift 
]flb[:e." The boat was ready, and Naphor 
dBarted. 

rObadiah, troubled but not convinced, 
now liftlefsly turned his reluftant fteps to the 
little garden, which languifhed for its maf- 
ter's wonted care, Difcontented and dif- 
pleafed, he found the invigorating beams of 
the morning fun oppreffive, and with fretfU 
impatience threw himfelf under the fhzdt 
of a fpreading palm-tree, and covered his 
&ce with his robe. 

A deep fleep pervaded his fenfes i and left 
die outftretched and paiSve Obadiah no 
other evidences of exiftence than thofe 
which fancy fabricated from the materials 
which (he found in his difturbed mind . • • • 
He thought that he had availed himfelf of 
his father's abfence to effeft his efcape from 
die cottagC) by climbing the rocks which 
iurrounded it. In his waking reveries 
Obadiah had frequently mediuted on this 
projeA, but had as conftandy found it 
oppofed by the apparent impradicability of 

the 



At \miertaking, from the ftupendous iieigfat 
^ the rocks^ .and the iblid uniform texture 
of their flinty fides. He now, however, 
found noitbing to impede Ms progref&> but 
WAS wai^ted vridi airjr velocity to the opposite 
fkfe. Theexukation of Obadiah was ihort: 
he found himfelf on a naked and defoiate 
fidm, ^* where meagre famiue s&t m foUtary 
iiate i*^ — and difcomftui?ed and dilappointed 
lie turaed with anguifti to furvey the paths 
that led to the rocks he had left. He gazed 
in ftupid wonder ; for, far as his eyes could 
ftretch, he beheid around the fame flat and 
arid face of nature. He lamented his foUy 
in all the wild expreflions of defpair, and, 
finking to the earth, gave himfelf up, as he 
thought, to inevitable defliruftion, A mo- 
n»entary forgetftrinefe was fucceeded by new 
wonders. On awaking from Ais ftupor, 
he faw around him a paradife fimilar to the 
promifed abocle of the faithful. All that 
the moft elaborate fancy can paint, or defire 
eovet, was ^read with profufion before the 
enchanted fenfes of Obadiah. As he fliood 
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contemplating mth delight Ae beauteous 
fcene, he was fuddenly ftruck by hearing 
his name in gentle accents repeatedly called; 
and, on turning himfelf to the found, he 
found near him a group of young females, 
feir as the hoinis of that paradife of which 
he now thought himfelf an inhabitant. They 
welcomed him in the Iweeteft accents to 
his new abode, and with courtefy offered 
CO conduA him to the palace of their fo^ 
vereign. 

The willing Obadiah foUowed their light 
footfteps with prompt obedience, praifing 
Mahomet lor his Angular favour. His 
beautiful guides led hnn to a magnificene 
ftrudhu-e, in which art and the riches of 
worlds had apparently united their powers 
to fumifli its fplendid decorations. A fopha 
of down received the paffive Obadiah, 
whilfi: a bath of peri^uned water was haftily 
prepared for his ufe i robes of the richett 
texture met his ready hand; and a crowd of 
obiequious flaves, with eager folicitude, 
ftrved in (ilence around him. A banquet, 

prepared 



28 

prepared by the hand of luxury, invited his 
appetite ; whilft die foft and fwelling har- 
mony of more than mortal founds enwrapped 
dieibul of Obadiah in its fefcinating ecftafy. 
At length an impulie of curiofity recalled 
him to the wonderful circumftances of his 
iMf^y fituation; and encouraged by the 
kindneis of his companions at the banquet, 
1m ventured to a(k the caufe of a reception 
fc fiattering and fo unexpeded. " I am 
iiiKODfi:k>us»**faid Obadiah, «^ of the vifit of 
the angel of Death: tell me by what means 
I have been thus tranflated to the abode of 
the fiuthful/* His gay auditors, laughing, 
afiured him diat be was ftill an inhabitant 
of a much lower region : ^ But, under the 
Ijeoile fway of J^i^jArr,** added they, " thou 
wttt foott forget Mahomet and his fancied 
paravHl^ The welcome which thou hafl 
feveivevt^' continued they, « is the common 
#«H^ th^t wr imhi^sent miftrefs gives to all 
Hfhv^ K\^ h<Nr &vwMr. Thou hafl efcaped 
ffv^u tlH^ ivH U ^>f Reftraint, thou hafl boldly 
Ifc^KvH^ v^^ ih^^ Ih^cKK^^ of Labour, and the 
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bondage of cold-hearted Age and rigid 
Prudence . •,. Drink of this cup, and forget 
thy pad toils^ and abjeA humiliation." Oba* 
diah feizedthe fparkling goblet with avidity: 
he drank deeply, and in an inftant every 
paft tranfa&ion of his life was effaced from 
his memory. 

Elevated with new hopes, and impelled 
by new defires, he now, with joyous alacrity^ 
followed his new guides to the throne of the 
goddefs. She received him with fmiles 
and blandifhments ; and, after liftening with 
complacency to his declaration of future al« 
legiance, difmifled him, by bidding him not 
to fear a, power whofe laws were to render 
roan free and happy. . • On retiring from the 
prefence of the goddefs, Obadiah afked who 
weretthe three perfons whom he had ob« 
ferved crouched behind the throne, appa- 
rently with the intention of bemg concealed 
from all eyes. ** Are they," faid Obadiah, 
" offenders ? for they were covered to the 
girdle with an impenetrable black veil, and 
appeared to me unfit objefts for a temple fo 
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pif and briflttnt.^— •^ We kiwwrlictk ^ 
fhem,'* anfwered oAe df the jocund group. 
** We have, indeed, htsird, dia(, foitie tkne 
fiac^ fettieftnu^6rs vifited d^is happy coml^ 
try, and ftill cohtiiiue Co do fo from tkne tfb 
^me : but, a^ they always reftife the ctiP- 
tomary tribute, and difcover a contempt of 
our laws, they are always igncfrtiiniotifly 
baniftedj notmthftanding they pleacf ifi 
their excufc the commands^ of an^ anriein: 
oracle, which warns them to refiife 6tir larws^ 
and to defpife our fbrereign. k may h*, 
that thofe whom thou haft noticed belong 
to thefe Icvere and infolent travellers j and 
that, as thou haft furmtfed, they are doing 
penance for rfieir contumelious conduff, 
B\it, were curiofity or inquiry not forbidden 
to the lubjetfts of Pleafure, the myftery which 
hangs about thefe perfons might excite a 
defire of knowing their peculiar deftination 
and office 5 for Aey appear to be atHached to 
Ae goddefs by an irrevocable decree of fate, 
and wherever fhe moves they follow wiA 

tihw^aried fteps and concealed, as thou 
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fiweft thexA ..*. B%rt thepreckub mosneri ts^^ 
added the fpeaker^.'^ are€ifi:apuigus:...,Iet 
«& enjoy them/' 

Obadiah wanted mi mditeme&ts--*-hG t» 
turned to the cup of forgedulnefsy and in 
Aoify revelry indulged, um^omroUed,. in hit 
imaginary felicity. . . . ..At lei)gi^ he dticOi- 

▼ered that the wioe had loil its &m(mt aad 
its Aibduifl^ power ... • • He redoubled his 
draughty and thought it even naufeou^ . • . • 
his* difgufted palaite refufed it ... . and he 

pufhed the goblet from him . . . The goddefi 
frawned • . * • fbe turned away her face,, and 
fled with precipitation from her terrifisd 
votary. Widi hafty fteps Obadiah. follawed 
hes, in order to fiie hs pardom • ..He traced 
hef fiaiocfteps* through sdl! the; intricaoBSi of 

the palace^ and iheadjoimnggraves She 

ftill Asd . ... and withimpemous fpeed. Ob^ 
diab purfued * ... In her rapid flight, flw 
dMppedjthftmafk which bore, the: femhlaoM 
6£ youthful beauty, and, fiiddenly turnif^ 
QA the panting Ohadiaii^ esthibicsdan afpct^ 
wiitch. ftifibitft him into pa^itanng harror. 
6 As 



As he gazed on the hideous phantom^ it 
melted into air ^ and Obadiah, cafting down 
his aching eyes, perceived the beauteous 
maik of the goddefs lying at his feet. He 
Ipurned it from him with indignation^ 
exclaiming, " Is this, then, the objeft 
of my fenfelefs worfhip ? Is this painted 
pageant the idol to which I have bowed ?'* 
He (looped to take in his hand the evidence 
of his folly and credulity : but, on reaching 
forth his hand, it crumbled to duft, and 
thus eluded his examination. 

Before he could recover^ from this new 
furprife, he was rudely grafped by fome one 
behind him ; and turning haftily to fee his 
affailant, he difcovered the three unknown 
perfonages who had fo much excited his 
-curiofity. A fudden awe and dread feized 
his fpirits, and he flood confounded and 
trembling before them. They were no 
longer veiled ; but looked like emaciated 
fpeftres, and were bending with age and 
decrepitude. With palfied hands they 
threy around him fome flight bands, and, 
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tach holding a part, were on the point of 
leading him from the fpot on which he 
flood. - 

Obadiah, difdaining foes fo feeble, and 
Uufhing at a paffivenefs which his furprif^ 
had occafioned, now, with a fmile of fcorn, 
attempted to free himfelf from fuch impo- 
tent Ihackles. But chains of adamantine 
ftrength could not more efFeftually have re- 
tained their prifoner. Obadiah felt himfelf 
controlled by a power which was too mighty 
to be contended with. "Thou findeft," faid 
oneof theperfoqp, "that thy efforts are vain : 
— and yetj^ Obadiah, thou haft broken with 
^afe each of thefe bonds, many times, when 
fif^ly applied in order to check thy mad 
career. But know, unhappy man, that Con^ 
Jcience is not to be foiled in her purpofe. 
The opiate of Pleaflire's deadly cup may 
lull her voice to temporary repofe \ but (he 
fifes with redoubled force from hel* lethargic 
flumbers \ and now brings me, her minifter, 
Rcmorfe^ to feize my prey. . . . Here," cried 
he with a ftern and hollow voice, " is my 
. VOL. III. D mandate 
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mandate — read thy condemnttioii !** Ofeji- 
diah caft, his eyes on the open fcroll befoe 
him, and faw thefe words : 

" Thou haft, Obadiah, madly and fool- 
iffdy purfued Piea/hrf. Thou haft difcovered 
her deceitfulnefs, and {he abjureth thee for 
ever, and now configneth thee to the Ibarers 
of her power and dominion. From this 
deftiny thou haft no appeal; for dms hath it 
been ordained by a decree to which alf 
created beings bend with awful fubmiffion.. 
But know, weak man ! that thou waft their 
captive before thou faweft'theaHurements 
of Pleafure. They have been ihy unfuf- 
pefted companions and fecret inmates, 
from the hour in which thy fickfy heart 
turned away from labour, competence, and 
tranquilBty 5 and their arm hath been ftr^ch^ 
ed out to fei^Be thee, from the inftant diat 
thou forgot the duty of a fon, and left thy 
father in his old age to fink with forrow to 
his grave/' 

Obadiah uttered a deep groan — remem^ 
brance, like the forked and vivid lightning, 
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fewrft pg his W««^J ^¥^*rrRdm$rjfe }i^ 
affe^y fffliljB pf^eiw/ed f fmail miffgr . . . . • 
• • T|m?/' cf ied ))^ wifh .es^vHtirai^ fpqrn^ 5' fjiis 
9ifp i^ ajipe, to Ibc^ fijee ^vb^f thpy ^ I'*' 
.Obadj^ mftinftiy^y tjarned hU liil^^fto 

'^^ 3fiPaM Ji W— i w^ ini^d PJb^di^ 

fcoce x))e cj^adly jiugpf ji^j.d difeafe . , . .hi^ 
py£9 wjejre /ji^fjjt . . . . hi^ jipibs jfeeble aijd 
ifen«j|c • . . . anji Ijis -!i?jf;idy fwollpn ^d drop- 
lical .... bis l^ef4 b^r^ . . . . Ijjis fandals ,oId 

^ ^^^ ,^d a d}i;t7, |^te;:ed ro^ 

Jtuogr q^t j^i^? ihofjjd^c? *" TJ^eJfe fre my 

i^^PPWBfo" faid a %pii^of the terrifyjin^ 
£j^;fH=flr of Qbijidiah^ J?ying upofi hup. a ba^d 
j!LSA)44as an icicje: *%e.diUdr^ pf /^«z/^ 

JfePPVPH? iwwifion of tbje ^Q<?4efs that 
thy^u b;i;^ W9d%|)pd. ^;^t 1 aip not always 
•ll^.x)bdura;e p^ice^pit Yrjj^ch thpii findeft m^^ 
<Pt)a$liab .... thy mf^ifis are not in cl^e 
jf iH^r iff' my gifts. Ooild and nakednefs 
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make not fuch viftims for death, as riot and 
intemperance. Thou muft now follow me. 
Confcience hath awakened thee, Remorfe will 
be thy future companion, and Penury wiH 
confign thee to thy grave.". . . '^ No,'* ex- 
claimed the indignant Obadiah, ** no ! I 
will feek in repentance, and a renewed heart, 
for help to fave me from tljy power. Shame 
and remorfe are the portion of thofe without 
hope. I bow to their chaftenings, and blefs 
their probing hand : but whilft th6y ftrike 
they heal ^ and Repentance will ftiU conduft 
my erring feet to the throne of Allah ..... 
Bait thou, infidious foe to man ! fubduefl: 
thofe powers which are given to him for his 
defence ; and whilft thou unnerveft his 
hand for the labour which would prote6t 
him from thy hard authority, thou hardeneft 
his heart to works of deadly mifchief . ... I 
difclaim thy power ! . . . . Shackled as I am, 
thefe arms Ihall break thy bonds; for I will 
ftiU live, and eat the bread of indiiftry.'* 
The fpeftre, collefted, threw her meagre 
arms around Obadiah, ... He ftruggled to 

fre« 



free himfelf from her dircfi^ embrace • • • •. 
his efforts burft afunder the bonds. of fleep 
. . • . and. he heaird his father's voice loudly 
and repeatedly cdling his name. But 4 
lethargic ftupor ftill fufpended the faculties 
of Obadiah, and he was unable to anfwer. 

His father, on returning from his litd^ 
voyage, found the provifions which he had 
left, untafted, #and his fon abfent. He 
fought him with alarm; for the darknefs of 
night began to overfhadow the earth : and 
he at length difcovered him by the white- 
neis of his veft, faint, and almoft lifelefs, 
under the palm*tree. With tender Jiafte he 
adminiftered a cordial, and conveyied him tp 
the fopha .... Obadiah, paffiycly receiving 
his parental cares^ gazed on his face, an4 
.with mute aftonilhment furveyed every ob- 
jed which met his inquiring eye. 

Naphor took his hand. " My fon ! " cried 
he, " ipeak to thy father: relieve him, if it 
be pofiible, from the fears which now opprefs 
h*mi.'\ . . . Obadiah burft into tears, and, 
throwing himfelf at Naphor's feet| faindy 
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tttttei, ^ Vhve I mi faSifr ? «f aol ftffl 
afekm ?" . . . .Na^hbr, tettiewfiit f^aflW^-, 
^kh ^enWe iTodthii^ bfe&tigfit hifti ib take 
foitt^ l-effefhittteni} ahS tjbafliaft rfeiSVet^ 

He ttovir r&cbtttdld to his iiftefltttfe athft 
the vifioh of the Ai'y j aM wrHi ihgertttous 
Vumility Gdnf^ifeil his Jsaft djfeoftteiife kftS 
repining; ifigratitdae j iirtpfetttg fefe i^arddfii 
And iSbrihg him that M hM l*feh latighfc 
<(ffdom by Ms feVertWfal ar^ttnj ^ch M 
ffiotild illwiys ebrtSdelr ^ tifk pkhviuM 
favtfar and rnteifrafrtityh 'of thfe Gfteat PK)s. 
|hirt, ....«'' We ;<vill ii'dtj" fea l^afphbi-, 
" Ibfe thfe irftrtJBon-bf ^s-hbi* in tbir- 
jfeftares tfeybiid bnir ifeath. ft « ^nbctgh 
fbt tft to know that ABh r^fftSfh, ani 
that iiib t?eaftWrtJs of his |ftfwfer %re •«* 
objefts of his ptibViaiiitS^ 'c^. Wfe toitfir 
Wbfc thfe irffthiments tfif his «itefjfe|r ^ill} 
'-^^\M •<vh know itett h.h '6mpK>^%(?w %y 
Whlrh tte happ/irfefe '6F hh "t^ifeaifMSs iV ifot 
tiffimfft^ advahdfed. ft^^ thft -lefibh bf 
te 'Aay ^ ^ Kft 'of hi^ g«cR«fe |joi^i)6«!«, 
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and tKeaiiii^ k in thy beart a& the evidence 
of iiis goodnafs. Jbtt it ikrve to oorr.6A 
Ae mi&aikes to which thy youth and iia^i^ 
peiieaoe are esq^oSdd. Thy dreaai^ my fotfi, 
i« no faWe. BcHeve thy father, k& coiwr^ 
i^gfi a^dFawnirom that world ivhich ibmi 
art fo impadent to eacouaten Thy faiChfrj 
Ohadiaht hach been deluded by Pleaiwe* 
Hehath been betrayed by Hypocrify . . . in- 
Adiadby Pride • • impoverished by Xnjuflice 
• • • and aibandoned by pretended friends. « • 
Om pfeoious blefiiAg ftiil ^i^as left me !" 
added Ni^hor deeply fighing : " with that, 
and rogr iaiegiity, I fought peace in tbk re* 
treat. — But I wrM not deceive thee;, my fon, 
Amidft guUe «nd tbecorrupting influence of 
example, (hwoughtefl. to iee my weaknefs. 
I imferrad gfBatn6& tt independence. My 
&iefid$ wene feleded from the votaries of 
Pleafuf^ rather than feduloufly fought for 
amongft the modeft and Retiring children of 
Virtue • • J laughed at the prudence of Age, 
and, confiding in my ftrengtl^ became an 
cafy prey to the def{gning« 
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• " But diis worid, encompaffed as it may 
be with danger and difficulty to thee, is the 
dieatre on which thou art deftined to aft 
thy part -, nor is it die intention of Naphor 
to counteraa the will of Allah, even by an 
impotent wi6i ... Go, and aft thy part 
wifely . . . Thou mayft find goodneis and 
fafety; but thou muft be good, and thy de^ 
fires- moderate, if thou meaneft to tread irt 
the paths of fecurity. Go, myfon, and the 
blefling of Allah be thy portion ! But mar- 
vel not if I predift that thou wilt again 
feek the fece of thy fether m this abode 
of repofe and fafety . . . Thou mayft feek 
it in vain ; for the angel of Death may have 
reunited me to my beloved Patima. . . Ap^ 
proach not our grave with unhallowed feet:> 
bring to it thy innocence, thy ingenuous 
nature, thy piety towards the great Allah, 
or fhun it j for thou wilt ^ifturb the afhes 
of thofe who gave thee life." 

*' Yes,*' exclaimed Obadiah with emo- 
tion,** I will beware ; for I will never hazard 
an experiment which may render .^e yn-s 
- * worthy 
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worthy of partaking, with^Jie authors of my 
beings of the fame honoured grave, and of 
the joyful hopes with which they met it . , , 
Never will I quit thy protefting fide . . Never 
will I abandon my father in his declining age 
.... nor forget the hand which fuftained my 
in^t weaknefs." 

' ''.Son of my Fatima ! " faid the fubdued 
Naphor, finking into the arms of Obadiah^ 
*' living and perfeft image of her fidelity * 
and love! — ^we will not be feparated., .; 
Thy father ftiall ftiU guide thy fteps . ; . We 
will prepare for the voyage, and encounter 
its perils together. TJiy ftrength and vigoiu; 
(hall fupport my weaknefs, and my experi-- 
ence Ihall be thy fafeguard. Tho«.ihalt 
live to adore the wifdom and goodneifwhich 
have thus provided for the fafety and com-: 
fort of man; and thy children fhall recom- 
penfe thy filial )ove." 

Thus faying, each retired to his quiet re* 
pofe ; and the renewed peace of ObadiaU 
was undifturbed. 
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%mtt xn. 

HAWET, 

AN 

ALLSGORICAL TALE. 



Ham£T was the child of Abundance, he 
t^as tttnrifed on the knees of Laatury; his 
' attendants Wei^ ii>e fervile ^nd trcmbfing 
flares tffhis 'Gftgdvemed and capricious ^wifli 
and his guides, the debaCng md frivo- 
lous dependants of Pte&fiire. The Gngtsiar 
beauty tjf his f^eribn, tihe grace and vigour 
whfch digmfied his yon^, encouraged in hfss 
mind a contefliijpftuous fbwn totrands hts 
inferiors; «nd from the 4stevattion of his 
t^tiik he looked 'dotv<n mxk ^fenfdefs prtdc 
on all ivhom he isrrogantiy diought beneath 
him* His furrounding paralfites addne&d 
hrm by the ft^fb title of *'the Favourite 
bf Mahomet/' and Ifatnet tdctobted not 
but that he had an unqueftiowable rrght to 
?his high appellation, and to the privileges 

annexed 
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ittttfexed tb iti dhd of thtfe pomtt wis th^ 
fitft. 

At thfe i^e ttf fetertteeh he i^ias the un- 
cbntfoUed ttmftet- t!>f hittiffelF, and of his 
ftdier's iiAmehfe richfes. Achmet, the pa- 
tent of the ybung Hfittiet, had at his dttith 
J>oweiifol motiV^i &r teaving to his fon this 
dittgt^ote liberty, whidi Wferfe not billy 
ftrtnuoOfly t^jpJJbfed by the Jrtiidertc^ bf ^gfe, 
but liifb by avavi^fe. Btrt Adimet tbtild ttdt 
ht^t the rteans by ^hidi hfe hid ae- 
iJtri^E!d his Urgfe Jjoflfeffions, ntw thfe dahgert 
that he hsad with {o ftiudi anxious care feeft 
fufpchded over his devotfed htiad. He w^ 
iBnfetv that the wit?nefies of his peculations, 
'*i(i riife injured bbjeds of his injuftice^ 
1*hited only fet Afe fdpp(M 6f powfer «nd 
Mhi^ce to cfcrty ^hefcr ctoiliplaints to At 
^^ of tSie fui^Ui, «nd «o fifnd ^nvple ven^ 
.giaer*^ th his ^4HR. Achmtt had lohg fore- 
Itoi tfiat liis (tHedit ^ith Ms '^fpo^ ^^eir 
^wm Thikiftg, iMid bMy ^^i^nlted ^ie ^ifeoveiry 
tbtlUy *b toftihflate it, md to 'overwhelm 
him in its fall, W*kh tShtffe fears brooding 

in 
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in his mind, Achmet had for fome time 
retired from public obfervation. Hi^ 
fumptuous palace at Bagdad was quitted 
/or a retreat at fome diftance from it, whic^ 
was called '^ the Pavilion of the Seven 
Mountains/^ ^ Its peculiar fituation gave 
this denomination to the houfe, which w^s 
built on. the fide of one of feven mountains, 
that with fudden and irregular grandeur 
rofe from the bofom of a widely extended 
plain of barren afpeft ; and the vegetation 
of the irjountains afforded nothing beyon^ 
p^ure for the wild goats, and a refuge for 
a few fcattered and miferable ppafants^ 

In this feclufion from the world Achmet 
fought precarious fafety j but the end of his 
_greatnefs was hourly approaching, and h^s 
finking fpirits warned him that the enemy 
he had to encounter was not to be baffled 
.or circ.umventetj. Perfuaded of his fpeedy 
diflblution, he -commanded his fon into his 
-apartment, and ordered the flaves to with- 
draw, They obeyed, and Hamet remaine4 
by his dying father's couch. , _ ; 

'' Thou 
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• " Thou feeft,'^' faid Achraet, '^ the end 
of human greatnefs. The angel of death 
hovers over thy father, and may perhaps 
arreft the words I now wifh to utter. Liften 
to me with attention, and rqfpeft the coun- 
fel which means to provide for thy fafety* 
I leave to thee, Hamet, abundant wealtji 
and numerous foes : but thy fecurity has 
teen my vigilant care : the firft ftone of 
this edifice had for its objeft thy preferva-: 
tion, and that of thy fortune. It is now 
time for me to unfold to thee the fecret of 
this retreat, and to account for that wifdom 
in the fele<flion of this fpot, which has been 
called folly. Know then, that the bafe of 
the obelifk erefted in honour of the fultan 
is not what it appears to be. It is hollow, 
and conceals the entrance to a treafure more 
precious and more abundant than that 
which thou wilt publicly fucceed to as thg 
heir of Achmet. In a fmall iron coffer 
depofited in the bafe thou will find a roll of 
vellum, on which is faithfully and cxaftly 
delineated the paflage to the caverns bej 

neath ; 



natth; forthefii aie iHtric^tE-an* perilaus* 
Oil the morning preceding tfap^aooiveriaiy 
of die cUy of thy birth, watch with ^^t 
iFant eye the Brit ray of die fun tha^t iliifcci 
on die obeli^; obferve^he4dentical ppint 
when it touches the odlg« of the baftf* Wre& 
with thy hand that port, and Aefeeret ipring 
will yidd, and difelofe to diee, with the in- 
ftruAions which thou wilt ftan4 in need of^ 
a pkc^ of refoge from thyenemies* Be 
gKitefiil for thy father's provident case; thy 
afylum is prepared, thy wvits aie provided 
for, and the means of thy emancipation 
from the caverns wilt be wiA the6, when 
prudence warrants Ay departuc^. &ie& 
Ae Great Prophet, who has fpared me fiiom 
the bow-ftring for thy fejce- Pnefervje Ay 
fecret, and be wife." 

Achmet ceafed to Ipeak and to breadiQ 
almoft at the fame inftant. 

Hamet retained in his n^mory his Other's 
inftruftions to the concealed trea&re, laughs^ 
ed at his predi<§tions of danger, and fcom-r 
ed enemies whom he knew not. He gave 

orders 
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orders for the funeral obfequies ofAchmet; 
ia wkich was ^&£pl2fed mom of oftentatioiQ; 
pomp than of filial fbrrow. A magnificent 
mofque and mauibleum were ere&^A in 
honour of *'the noble and magnanimou$ 
btflmw Achmet;'' and Hamet was fatisfied 
that he had faithfully acquitted him^f of 
all the duties of a fon. Convinced that a 
yifit to the caverns was unneceffary for the 
pnefent, he hafteoed to Bagdad^ and refigned 
himColf to the enjoynoent of his fmiling for* 
cune> with aU the wild profusion of his in« 
ordinate wifhes. 

His palace and gardens became the won* 
der of Bagdad, and his ieraglio the envy of 
the Eaft. Mi£ery and Want heard of ^' the 
£iTourice of Mahomet," and pve&d with 
plaintive cries acound his gates. But their 
complaints were>by the conmiand of Hamet^ 
anfvMered by menaces and ftripes ; and the 
moft ferocious and fturdy of his flaves were 
a^tpoifitad to drive them irom the /ight of 
their maftari for Hamet's heart was dead 
to pity, and his faftidixHis eyes turned with 
6 difguft 
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difguQ. ffom the fqualid ivretchednefs of 
age and ficknefs. Even the flaves of hi* 
houfehoW, whofe years or countenances dif- 
pleafed him, were banifhed from his pre- 
fencej and difregarding the infirmities of 
that age, or their former fervices, he left 
them to the rude labours impofed upon 
Jiiem by the vile inftruments of his power.- 
. In the number of thefe degraded flaves 
were four who had enjoyed the favour and 
proteftion of his father. TKey had fuper;;. 
XBtended in his apartment, whilft yqt an 
infant. To their faithful truft was his un-i 
gu^wded youth configned, and with fidelity 
.and attention they had ' endeavoured t6 
ch^ck his headftrong paffions, and open Jiis 
heart to the precepts of wifdom. They 
had followed his wayward fteps with gentlei^ 
nefs and patience, and with addrefs, and 
zeal promoted' every indication of docility 
and attention. But Hamet found their 
"honefty^ offenfive, and their fervices/^fficioiis* 
They were* banifhed from his apartments, 
arid he fcarcely.knew.that they lived. in. th^; 
; 8 / w crowd 
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crowd of menial flaves, who were employed 
in the gardens. 

The new attendants who fucceeded to 
their pofts not unfrequently envied them 
their degraded ftations, notwithftanding 
the toil annexed to it. Thofe amongft 
them who could adminifter new pleafures 
to the palled fancy of Hamet, or fucceed in 
roufing his fatiated appetite for the banquet, 
enjoyed an influence which nothing could 
withftand, but which hung on the caprice 
of the moment, and the fudden and unre- 
lenting fury of their flave and tyrant. 

But *' the Favourite of Mahomet '* foon 
difcovered his powers limited, and his in- 
dulgences controlled, by an enemy that he 
did not expedl, His habitual indolence, the 
intemperance of his life, and the violence 
of his temper, foon manifefled their efFefts 
on his health. Sleep fled from his downy 
embroidered fopha; a feverifli heat throbbed 
in his veins j the debility of age ihook his 
palfied hand; and the blooming and vigorous 
Hamet became the declared vidim of ex- 

VOL. III. z cefs 
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cefs' and cfifeafe. His malady baffled th^ 
art of healing. The phyficians of Bagdad 
and of the m^ghbouring provinces failed in 
every means of relief for their munificent 
patients and the languid Hamet difmifled 
them with querulous complaints of his dif- 
appointment, and contemptuous reproaches 
|br their ignorani:e, 

A flave, the favourite of the hour, now 
l|>oke of a fkranger, whofe wonderful flciH 
in medicine, and fuccefs in curing the fick, 
were the converfation of all Bagdad j and 
whofe wifdom and urbanity foothed and 
contiforted thofe whom he could not fave 
from death. The flave was difpatched with 
eager hafte, to feek this benevolent and 
fkiUul man^ and the drooping Hamet 
waited his arrival with renewed hope and 
reftlefi impatience. At length a man vene- 
mh\^ in.ag^ ftood before hk^: his eyeai 
wtere piercing and intelligent, the glow of 
Ibealth ^mated his cheek, and bellowed 
ijignity and grace on a flowng beard a$ 
whiiiQ 93 iiQiWf His ilature was tall and 

pomm^iiig;! 
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commanding, his drefs fimple, and hU 
manners grave but courteous. He fixed 
his attendve eyes on Hamet> and his counte- 
nance funk into paleneis and d^je^Uon. He 
queftionedhim. Aprofoundfighefcapedhim, 
and his eyes became humid " I fee," faid the 
terrified and trembling Hamet, *' that I have 
nothing to hope."— ^* Allah forbid!" an- 
iwered the ftranger with increafing emotion: 
*' I truft that my endeavours, and thy perfe- 
vering prudence, will fave dice* Be of good 
courage. But my (kill is vain, unlefs it meet 
withdocifity. Abflainfrom thyexcefles. For 
diis caufe art thou vifited by ficknefs : thy 
Prophet chaflens thee, for thou haft tranf* 
grefled his law. Seek with diligence the 
ipring of Health: fo fhall thy foiil live, and 
diy ftrength be renewed," TheguefUof 
Hamet laughed aloud without check or con* 
trol. The ftranger, with a fevere and un- 
troubled countenance, gazed at them infUence 
— '* I perceive," faid he with dignity, ** that 
my advice accords not with the opinion of 
thofe around dvee« I leave thet to decide in 

a matter 
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tL matter in which I at leajft have neither 
flattered thy weaknefs nor abufed thy cre- 
dulity." Thus iaying, he flowly and majefti- 
cally quitted the apartment. Hamet, im- 
preffed with an undefinable refpeft for a 
man who had not bowed before him, or 
been awed by his grandeur, fretfully re- 
proved his friends for the levity and inde- 
corum of their behaviour, and blamed a 
conduft which had, in the firft inftance, 
been encouraged by hi$ approving fmile. 
He difmiffed them with fuUennefs, and in 
hafte recalled the unknown phyfician. 
With fomething like an apology for the 
incivility of his late reception, he entreated 
o be informed of thofe means by which he 
could find thefpring of Health. "I have 
wealth wherewith to purchafe it," faid 
Hamet: '^I have power to command it; 
flaves in abundance to feek it; and friends 
who at the peril of their own lives will 
encounter any danger that may guard it."— • 
'^The zeal of thofe whom thou calleft thy 
friends/' replied with folemnity the un-* 

known. 
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known, '^avaiteth thee nothing. Thy 
Wealth and thy power are ufelefs) thy 
flaves will fail; no hand but thine own tan 
reach itj from all befide it will recede. 
Thou muft feek it unaccompaniedi un- 
attended, or thy fearch will be futile] Be 
not deceived^ Hamet," continued he with 
awe-inlpiring authority^ " thou art on the 
verge,of the grave ; the angel of death waits 
only the awful mandate, to ftrike thee to the 
duft. Go to thy pavilion of the Seven 
Mountains. I am permitted to tell thee, 
that the ipring of Health is on the fummit 
of one of thofe heights which furround thy 
retreat, and encircle thine abode. Go fear-^ 
lefsly, and wait alone the interpofition and 
inflruftions of thy guardian angeL" Hamet^ 
ftruck with terror at the iblemn import of 
the ftranger's words, clofed his eyes with 
difinay and a fudden faintnefs. The attend^ 
ing flaves crowded to his fuccour, and in 
that moment of officious zeal the ftranger 
difappeared. Surprife inftantly followed his 
retreatr Themoft diligent fbarch enfued ; 

he 



54 

ht was to be traced neither in the avenues 
c^ the palace^ nor in the gardens ; nor to be 
found in Bagdad. Hamet was troubled and 
confounded. His flaves pronounced the un^ 
known a magician^ and warned their mailer 
to beware c^him. His companions laughed 
at their fuperfticion, and called him an 
a/tful impoftor^ who had wifely ihunned 
the detection he feared. But Hamet^ with 
his ufual arrogance and inflated hopes^ 
decided in his own mind, that he was a 
ipecial meflenger fent by the Fropliet to 
warn him of his danger, and to prefcribc 
die certain means of avoiding it; smd he 
cfetermined to follow imf^citly the fiq)ei> 
natural agent's advice and orders* The 
preparations for the fhort pilgrimage of 
Hamet would have fufficed for a troop of 
true muffulmen for one to Mecca : and if 
levelling the feven mountains by the ^eacy 
of others could have accompUfhed Hamet'a 
wiflies, he would have attempted die enter- 
prifej for he regarded hk prefent weaknefs 
with trembling fbrdx)dings^ and diPtaded 

an 
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an feflbrt irotii which in ^e pride of his 
%«ngth he would have fhrank« For ibme 
time he hefitaled: the idea o( being; liift 
without a fingle flave to wait upon him fucfe 
him to the imbecilicy of an infant^ and he 
Wept Kke one. The urgency of his don* 
dition and the defire of life at itngth pre* 
railed^ and Hamet difmifled his attendants 
from the pavilion ..«« His bath Was pre* 
paredy the rich carpets fprDad for his m* 
pofe» Ught and coitmiodious y^ments kfb 
within his reachi and a repaft of dhoice and 
various riands placed in order* Hamet 
fuUenly obferved their duteous cares ; and 
they left him to the hope that they were 
needlefs^ for thatintheprotedionofMaho* 
met he Ihould find a fpetdy change in his 
ikuatioR. New to the iblitude which de- 
prefled himi Hamet wandered into the 
delicious gardens which enclofed the pavi-^ 
lion on all fides ^ and of which the h^h 
walk formed an infuntiountable barrier to 
the incurfions of the lawlefs from without* 
and tfae premeditaoed t^cape of (fae flayes of 

unjuft 
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Unjufl: power from withm. He carelefsly 
threw himfelf by the fide of a fountain, and, 
lulled by its murmurs, funk into repofe. 
On awaking, he found himfelf refreflied by 
his flumbers, and the cool breezes of the 
evening ; and excited by a flight return of 
appetite, he returned to his apartment, in- 
tending to fatisfy it with the provifion fo 

feduloufly prepared for him He was 

aftoniflied at feeing all that had fpread the 
luxurious board removed, and in the ftead, 
a plate of boiled rice, a few dates, and a 
bowl of Iherbet .... Near thefe were placed 
an ivory tablet, and a fmall phial containing 
a red coloured liquor.... He feized with 
fudden impulfe the tablet, and read as 
follows : "The fafety and life of the fon of 
A chmet depend on his obedience. He muft 
fubmit to the power which now governs 
him. The elixir in the phial muft be 
carefully preferved- He will have notice 
when tg apply it to its deftined ufe. Rcfift- 
ance is vdn. If he look on the face of 
man till his probation is finiflied, he will 

return 
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retufft to Bagdad, and fhare With his father 
the honours of his magnificent tomb/* . . . • « 
** Traitor !*' exclaimed the indignant Hamet, 
"** thy purpoie is now declared, although thy 
vile motives are yet concealed* But I will 
fearch for them in thy cowardly heart; 
tad though that death with which thou fo 
impotently menaceft me were the fure con- 
fequence, I will be fatisfied and revenged.'* 
He ruflied with impetuous fury to the gate* 
It refilled his attempts to open it; and pant- 
ing with returning weaknefs and increafed 
impatience, he difcove red that he was con* 
fined beyond the poflibility of an efcape* 
He curfed aloud his own credulity, and the 
provident care of his father, who had thus 
prepared him a prifon. Exhaufted by his 
vain efforts to free himfelf, faint with third 
and the fever that preyed on his agitated 
frame, he returned to the apartment which 
he had left. On eagerly reaching his hand 
to the (herbet, he difcovered ne^inftruc- 
dons from the invifible agent m whofc 
power he now felt himfelf. On a fcroll of 

vellum 
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^reUum he read thefe words : **The iMui 
of the wife man meets fomine with* firm- 
nefs and padence« It feeks in its own re- 
fources thofe aims with which it is necef* 
hry for him to encoiHiter unprofperow 
evena. It furveys with fteady eye dark- 
Defs and ck>uds encompafling die face of 
nature ; taught by experience that the great 
iburce of light and of life is at that yery 
moment difpenfing its accuftomed Meff* 
ings to woiids around. Thus, with equal 
fecurity, does it reft in the dark profound 
of trial and difficulty, and traces to thd 
Author of all good thofe events that fliadow 
over its day of enlivening funfliine. It 
Juiows that the time is faft approachii^ whea 
Alkh will manifeft himfelf in all his waysj 
aiKi recompenfe thofe who humbly rely on 
bis wifiiom, and with patience and perfe- 
vering courage fuftain the part allotted to 
them/' The heart of Hamet received the 
ialutar^|fii)n with fuDen fadnefs. Weary 
and fonorn, he fou^t in fleep z refuge 
irotfa his uneafy thoughts -, and ftpetched on 

his 
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poraiy oblinon* The finging of the birds 
awakened Haniet before the fun had gilded 
the horizon. He ftarted from his couch^ 
and repaired to the garden more aftuated 
by the defire of changing his place than by 
that of inhaling the invigorating breath of 
the mom. Nature fmiled around him> and 
kifenfibly difiufed ibme portion of her 
fweet and peaceful influence over the de- 
jeAed Hamet. He flood motionlefs^ gaz- 
ing^ vrkh admiration and new fenfations of 
ddigh^ on the glorious orb of day riling 
in m^gefty^ and chafing from the mountain 
cops the vapours of the night. The carol* 
11^ of the birds ceafed for a moment at 
the fight of his irradiating beams^ as if 'to 
coUed in one univerfal chorus to hail the 
tuiieUry god of the creation. Hamet with 
bvoluoury piety fell on his face^ and adored 
Him who appoint the fun in its courfe» 
and commanded the light to fhinq;)^blefs' 
his creacioii. An unfpeakable emotran pe- 
Mtrated bisioulr./^How has it happen- 

ed,-' 
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.ed/* thought he, "that till this moment 
of doubt and of danger my foul has re* 
maincd infenfibk ? To my eyes only has 
Ae fun hitherto communicated its light. 
The Iweets of fpring diffufed no peculiar 
joy over the heart of Hamet. Autumn 
gave in its rich harveft ^ and the hymn of 
gratitude never paffed his lips* Is it that 
until this hour 1 have been fettered in a 
dungeon ? or that my prefent prifon is the 
deftined place of emancipation fix)m mental 
darknefs and ftupid obduracy ?~Be it fo. — 
And let this propitious hour be the fore- 
runner of days bearing pleafures that will 
not fatiate, as thofe have done in which the 
life of the unfortunate Hamet has been 
funk." 

A tear fell on the pallid cheek of the 
fubdued Hamet: but his heart was foothed^ 
he returned compofed to his apartment, and 
drank without nuutnuring /rf fome goats 
milk igpvided for his repaft. His unprac- 
tifed mind foon however fuidc into liftlefs 
difcontent..."Had ^,*' faid he aloud^ " but 

onQ 
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pnc of thofe numerous friends who are, ii^ 
anxious folicitude for my fafety, regretting 
my abfence from Bagdad! — had I but^# 
to cheer this folitude, I could with patience 
remain in it — but to be thus cut off from the 
fight of man is infupportable!" — ** Thofe 
whom thou creduloufly calleft thy friends,'* 
anfwered an audible whifper, ** are now re- 
velling in thy palace, and laughing at thy 
folly." The aftoniflied Hamet looked 
fearfully around him— all was filent — and 
he determined to explore every part of the 
habitation. He left the rotunda, and with 
eager hope examined every approach to 
it: each apartment was vifited with the 
moft exa6t fcrutiny, and difappointed and 
reftlefs he returned to the central room 
he had quitted. In the midft of it flood a 
reading -de(k, on which was placed the 
Koran; and in the ufual characters was 
written on a label " Behold thy Friend.'' 

Hamet, not doubting but thath^wasun-p 
der the control of a power which he was 

unable to refift, paflavely obeyed He 

placed 
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placed himfelf before the holy book, andf 
his mind infenfibly became interefted by its 
fuUime and confoling doftrines. He for- 
got the pafling hours, till the fetting fun re- 
minded him of his pious rcfolutions. He 
performed his ablutions, and for the firflr 
time in his life tailed the glorious privi- 
lege of Man communing with his Maker, 
Hamet prayed with fervour and fincerity 
of heart. He aflced of Heaven an enlight* 
ened mind ; and he returned with tranquil- 
lity and hope to calm repofe. The truths 
of religion now poured daily into the puri- 
fied heart of Hamet their falutary balm. 
The temperance of his board had reftored 
health and vigour to his body i he was 
femiliarized with folitude ; and found plea* 
fure in working in the garden, and water- 
ing the parterres. He faw with compofure 
that his invifible guide prefented him with 
new inftruftions, and he read them with the 
firm purpofe of obedience. He learned that 
on the night of the approaching full moon 
he Wa^ to prepare for his departure. Art 
6 abftinence 
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ftbftuiefice of twelve hours from food w» 
enjoined for the preceding day, and the 
elixir was to be fw allowed at fun-fet. Hai- 
rnet had now no fears. "The friend of 
Allah," faid he, "cannot be my enemy. 
I have learned to truft to a power that can 
fave me from a hoft, if in its wifdom it 
fee fit to fpare me i and in that proteftiott 

I will truft." He had ftill two or 

three days to wait the appointed time; 
and he recellefted that his birth-day was 
included in the period. ** My courfe is un- 
certain," thought Hamet. "I am not for* 
bidden to provide for the neceflities of it. 
I will profit from the prefent hour t6 
vific the caverns, and from thence take a 
fupply that may be needful." This purpofe 
engaged fo much of his attention, th^t at 
the dawn of day Hamet was at the obe- 
lifk. But a moment fufficed to fliow him 
that his labours had been prevented. The 
iron coffer was before him, and contained 
nothing but the ivory tablet, on which was 
written. .'.."Seek not, Hamet, thofe riches 

which 



which endure not. Seek wifdom, and get 
underftanding. Gold has already betrayed 
thee. Truft no more to thy infidious foe." 
— '^ Angel of Truth !*' exclaimed Hamet, 
** I acknowledge thy admonition, and fub- 
mit to thy wifdom. Yes : gold has indeed 
betrayed me : its fetal influence robbed my 
youth of inftruftion, foftered every paflion 
of my degraded foul, fubdu^ its energies^ 
or converted them to frantic violence* 
It has rendered my more matuje age like a 
lick man's dream ; my life has been without 
honour, and my exiftence ufelefs to all." — 
Hamet paufed, and wept aloud, '* Hope !'* 
murmiu-ed a voige from the pedeftal, ** /fo- 
m^t is not loft!'* — " My guardian angel 
is with me,'* exultingly cried Hamet: " J 
will hope J and in this moment caft far 
from me the ' fetters which have with-r 
me from the true dignity of man." 
lil.was filence— and Hamet with humble 
lyer fortified his tranquillity an4 his refo- 
lution. At the hour prefcribed he fwal- 
lowed the elixir. Sleep fealed his eyes, 

and 



dod&acfffw^fy^m the impr^ons of h^^ 
mad the ibUoiriiig vijion. 

Hamet thought he Imkd the lifi^ £xb^ 
fitU|ringforth Gcom th^ wkle-^exceodad gates 
of the pcviHoOi able witb hope^ aadvigO'^ 
ivNts in ins newly acqiured fttief)gFh> h^ afr 
<mdfd the iirft Jiiwiit^ with %ht and 
€af]r fteps but, as he gwed the &piiQ4& 
the icantf verdure g^y^e plage to the naked 
Md barim fwk^ The# head af the Ino^l]^ 
t$m i)Qft&fted i»f a ru4^ maXs of ftome^ wh^m 
«©t«reft fs^f^ v^gptotad* '''My Ub^yx^^' 
though i&noet^ ^':i$ o^ly begun as }«9|k 
TJii^ d^ate ^t cpmiaii^ ijiptt the fpriog of 
HmMi. { fouft fHt)Qf^/';. ....H^ now 
mdwith more caMaptfs ^ps $h^ d^Uviity 
iif tfar ^Bpuntam on the appolite fide : iiis 
ftth vtt6 penioii^i andwhilft he&arcbpd 
AAtf &r Jw footj tlm /pmid pf a w^u«r- 
jUl fetched im ear .... He lifteaed vi(h 
jamm atteficien. fc mwinvwd diAiai^I 
Mid be ffiUowed the iiMi^d.^ It hcought 
Ufflpafchc^io theiTxic; aadhe judged 
ibut Che fpciiaig waa <:oncealed in uu dank 
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borom. He entered boldly, and continued 
his devious courfe, till an imperfeft light, 
glimmering through the crevices of the 
ponderous roof, difcovered to him that he 
was in an immenfe cavern. It appeared as 
though Nature had deftined it for the and- 
chamber to her dark abode ; for the yawn- 
ing openings to diflferent recefies coai- 
foundeki Hamet*s choice. The inviting 
found of the water was become more 
diftant, and only reached him by intervals. 
He flood irrefolute ; when again it reach- 
ed his ear, fronil a paffa^e fo narrow as to 
have been unnoticed by him. He haftily 
turned in, and found widi fomfe furprife, 
that he defcended a broken flight of Heps, 
evidendy the work of man. He purfued 
the path> however, which he hoped would 
terminate his toil; and the fight of a lamp, 
which at that moment emitted its fickly 
rays from the roof whence it was fufpended, 
confirmed his hopes. « This," faid Hamet, 
^^ has been probably placed near the ipring, 
by the care of fome one who vifits it, and 

who 
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who.has experienced, with its lalutary ef- 
fefts, the.difficulty of approaching it.'' He 
preffed forward ; and the irregular defcerit 
brought him to a finall cavern, in which 
hung a larger and brightier lamp^ Surprife 
fpr fdme moments banifhed eyiery thought 
of Hamet's purpofe, on his perceiving that 
this fub terraneous abode had recendy been 
the fhelter of man. Some embers were 
yet glowing on the earth .... parts of dirty 
and tattered veftments were fcattired aro.und 
.• ... the remnants of a repaft flood on the 
lid of a Jarge cheft ; and a vafe of water 
by its fide invited Hamet's thirft. . . .He 
reached forward to gralp it, when his eyes 
met the name of Acbmet engraven on the 
chefl. He now concluded that he was in 
the cavern in which his father had con- 
cealed with fo much care his treafures ; 
and that it was in the power of thofe who 
had difcovered the fecret, and who ftill 
availed themfelves of the recefs as a place 
of concealment, and the fcene of their fu- 
ture 



mre rMMS. St];iock mdh ^s id%a» he 
haftily ^fuitted ttet«vem, m otder to ev«te 
the bmdktt whofe refoit it appear^ ^ ise. 
He bad nearly tig^adhed the entrance to the 
large caverm yjfhm a blow <m Ms head Md 
him fenfetefev On recov^rh^ fr^An his ftu- 
{KMT he fbutid himself <m the cav^n hotn 
which he had i^h prec^^ation £ed^ ^i^ 
IferrbiHided by fix or more of his cWa 
ftiarVes^ ^v4io were btifily admitaftmag rt^ 
lief. Wi^furi<>o^look^4aidiii^)imiaK^ 
tone Hamet 4^»anded the fnarpdk which 
hud 'brought them to dsat plat^ .. . «^h^ 

had given him the hlow «Qd whit 

^e^e their intentkms m anegard to thm* 
mafber ; xhd dsuwing a poniard fitxm his 
veft, te fwwe by his Prophet, that *^he 
woald fell his life deaily/' One t>f the 
(laves^ with cool and farcafticconteoiptj bade 
him notfe^ar tmtrage. " We have/' £ttd 
he, '^ bufinefs of more conBfequeiice bdfoife 
xis than taking vengeance on an ii^Otent 
tyraht. We are not widiout arms>" added 

he 



69 

he with a look of defiance : '' but thy life \s 
fafe, Hamet^ if thooxwUkft that it fhouki* 
bs lb • • • • and what is moxe^ we will be-. 
friend thee. Know th^> that ^ agft 
with hi& janiflaries is at this hour in pof* 
&Sion of thy palace at Bagdad ; aiid that 
thy pavilion of retreat U now in ruins. 
A price> and no imall Qne> i9 affixed to thy 
head> and die oioft diligent fearcb Mows 
thy fiigitiye ft^. In the CQni&i0Qn of the 
hour, and conduftod by thy flave Selini* 
we efcaped, to double the number of that 
now before thee, to this afylum ; in which 
we difcovered a treafure, not the l^fs weU 
come for being unlooked for, and> with 
this, a provifion for our fuftenance ftill 
more precious . • . • All is now fafely de^ 
pofited in a bark on the Tigris, and gu^rd* 
ed by Selim and our other companions. 
In our hafte to remove it from hence, we left 
behind us a caiket, which we fuppofe to 
be a rich one. We determined on return^ 
ing hither (or it. On entering the paffage 
to this cavern, we found our way impeded 

. by 
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by fome one apparently without life ; and 
delirous of knowing what fuch an intruder 
boded for us, and as willing to .aflift the 
miferable creature, we took up the body, 
and found it was thee. We fuccoured thee, 
Hamet, for we had eaten of thy bread. 
I Juppofe," added the flave, " that in thy 
hafte to quit the cavern thou detachedft with 
thy hand a loofe -piece of the rock ; for, as . 
1 recoUeft, thou waft ' covered with the 
fallen fragments. We are now on the point 
of quitting thee and this fpot/for ever. 
Prefume not to follow us. .Thy deftiriy is 
changed, and fo is ours : we go to enjoy in 
peace that freedom from bondage which be- 
longs toman. It may be that thou haft to tafte 
the privation of this firft and beft blefling. If 
Jlofoery ihould .bie thy lot, remember, not to 
repine at the harfhnefs of thy mafterx but 
think of the proud and inflexible Hamet, 
and of thofe of his flaves ^ho returned him 
good for evil.. .We leave thee water and 
rice enough to fuftain thee for fome days, 
and counfelthee not to quit thy prefent 

afylum." 
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afylum." Thus faying,. with. anair cfcool 
intrepidity he ftruck thq cafket againft the 
rock with repeated efforts. It yielded to 
the blowsy and difcovered its rich contents 
of precious gems. . Eaph fecreted a part 
in his turban, and left thefcirlorn Hamet 
to his meditations, ... 

" This then,' ' faid he, llretching him- 
felf on the bare ground, *' is human great- 
pefs. The flave ^^ho trembled before me, 
and faluted me from the duft, now infult^ 
defies, and abandons me ! But," contlr 
nued he, rifing with.wUeded firmnefs, 
" this annihilation of my grea,tnefs has not 
taken away that which is properly my own. 
Nature has given me powers for theexprefe 
purpofe of combating with evils like thefe 
... In my fall, I will rife into real great- 
nefs, and by patience and fortitude fhow 
that I am a man. I will quit this tomb of 
voluntary Jfa^h. Allah will provide me a 
more honourable one," — He flowly and 
fafely quitted the caverns, not without fur- 
prife that he no longer heard the moft re- 
mote 
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mmibiS&A df thft waw)r, whkh had iX\Mti^ 
him vMb the f*e«fe, H« no^ rtgmtttd th« 
timi tkat hi* unfoecSfsfiil fearch had oc^a- 
fioAftd to ilaj^ft. His fpirit^ were troul^d 
by the inforihation ^ich V\t flaves hadgivM 
}iirii ; and he had no guid« for his ft^, 
nor any refuge for his wants. The flv60A 
Tofe wii* a dtoudy aftd k troubled afp66t; 
tfcfeifiil' b<ld*ftie oppreffive with heatj and 
Hanifet, feint aiid weary, funk to the earth. 
Ah ^wfiri fiknc^ portehd^d th^ rifihg ilorm 
s^M't broki %ith tl^mendous founds <^ hi^ 
tt^fti^cftfef^ h&a^ .... and Hamet then firft 
^lifeoV^red ' ^at h6 had loft his turban. 
Peal fucceeded peal c^ioud and prolonged 
iSmtMr. : . thfe lightnings flafl>ed> but to 
liifed de^p^ horror <Ai furrounding dark- 
H^ ..x^h ftt66n hdd hidden her light, ob- 
!cuT*ed by ^the coht^iding elements. Drench- 
fel ^A lApetwous rain, and appalled by 
thft novelty di his fituation, die heart of 
Hftinfet funk "virithin him, and he diOught of 
Hs luxurious couch at B^dad with anguifh 
Wfoul. iThe pkintive cries of children 

now 
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pow met hisear^ and difturbed his medita-^ 
tions« Heftarted up, and, folkxwing the 
founds, faw himfelf before a cave, formed 
by the projeftion of two large pieces of rock. 
Near the entrance ftood a kmp on the 
ground, and round it were two or three 
naked children huddled together, ajid con- 
tefting for fome coarie bread. Fearful of 
alarming them, Hamet with gentlenels 
aiked for fhelter. " Enter freely," replied 
a feeble voice from the more diftant part 
of the cave: "this abode is the boon of 
Nature for the wretched i and if Mifery 
conduct thee, it is thine to ifaare with 
me." He advanced, and faw the attenu- 
ated form of a woman bufily engaged 
in feleding iome rice-ftalks from a large 
quantity of weeds . . . She raifed her hag- 
gard eyes to meet the falutation of Ha- 
met: but no iboner had fbe widi fixed at- 
tention furveyed his countenance, than the 
livid palenefs of her cheek gave place to the 
fluihings of fury i her meagre and languid 
ibrm ftood firm and coBe^ed. She fprang 
5 forwaid, 
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forward, and, feizing him by his tunic, for* 
cibly drew him towards the lamp ; where 
with filent and curious malignity Ihe again 
examined him. At length with an qxulting 
grin, and a piercing voice, fhe exclain>ed, 
" Is it then come to this ? Is this indeed 
Hamet, the * favourite of Mahomet ?' Is it 
come to this ?" repeated fhe, clapping her 
hands in fcornful mockery. *^ Does be feek 
a refuge with Mifery and Want ? 

" Fly," faid Ihe with ftern contempt, " fly, 
obdurate fon of pride! ere thou learneft 
that Wretchednefs hardens the human heart to 
cruelty, as efFeftually as revelry and riot, I 
have no flaves to drive thee from my dwell- 
ing J I have no infolent high-fed minions to 
chafe thee with whips, and taunts more 
cruel, from my door; My power is in my 
neceUities j and thefe," added fhe, drawing 
a poniard from her breaft, " give nerves of 
ftfeel to my hand ! Look at thofe helplefs 
beings, Hamet," continued flie, foftening. 
" Behold them, emaciated with hunger, 
dilkbled by ficknefs and want ! They once 
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rivalled thy infent graces ; they once bleffed 
a mother's eyes with comelinefs of fdria 
and promifing vigour. Look at them »^w, 
and lifte;^ to the truths their pallid faces, and 
diftorted limbs convey to thy heart. It 
was thy fenfelefs profufion, it was thy hard 
negleft, Hamet, which rendered them what 
they, now are. That bauble which ufelefsly 
glitters OA.thy breaft would have fed, clothed, 
cherifhed them ! O wretched man ! how haft 
thou lived, infenfible to all the bleffings of 
abundance! how haft thou trodden with 
impious feet on thy duty ! Depart, arid fed 
what it is to live with Penury and Remorfe." 
Hamet, with confcious ftiame and re- 
pentant fighs, left the gem which fattened 
his veft. With Went agitation, and with 
humility bowing to his harlh monitrefs, he 
quitted the cave. The ftorm without was 
appealed .... the moon was now failing in full 
majdly and unclouded glory through the 
azure concave. ... a rich and cultivated valley 
ky beneat]i him .... canals in various direc- 
tions meandered through extenfive meadows 

and 
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and fields clothed with the abundant harveft 
••••flocks and herds of cattle were enjoy- 
ing that calm repofe, which for a time had 
been fufpended by the ftorm. . .•Nature 

* feemed to reft in foi^tfulnefs of the Con- 
flift which had troubled her. . . . not a breeze 
moved the luxuriant foKage . . • . the chirp- 
ing& of the grafs-hopper had cesfed .... the 
biids were fheltered in filence .... and the 
inhabitants fecurely repofed in cottages 
neatly conftrufted, and numeroufly fcattered 
over this fcene of peace and tranquillity. 
The heart of Hamet felt the foft influence. 
He forgot liis cares, his wants, his forlwn 
and dejefted condition — Hfe gazed with 

* ecftafy on the fcene before him. *' Ah ! *' 
fighed he, " this is what delights the 
heart of man ! It is in fcenes like thefe 
that he can contemplate the great Source 
of happinefs, of wifdom, and of power ! 
What is the gilded pakce, what is the ban- 
quet of luxury, what are the feverilh caUs 
t>f a fickly and depraved appetite, to an 
hour like this ? Thefe are the pleafures 

appropriated 



appropriftted to matt i mi when he turns 
fromthtemheceafes to be one butinfomi. 
I thank chee^ great and merciful Allah !** 
' cried he in pious enthufiafm, "them haft 
*awafcoiied my foul from the fleq) of death, 
md I am rich in the ruined conditicm of my 
prolperity^ which lulled me to ftupor on 
fcheedge of a precipice/' Henowpenfively 
Ibliowed an eafy winding path which con* 
dudjed htm from the mountain into the 
valtey i and he feated himfelf under fbmc 
trees till the rifing fun and the want of 
refrefbment urged him to proceed. He had 
not advanced many paces when a turn in 
his path difcovered to lum a man fitting 
under cfae fliade of fome lofty palm-trees, 
and boIUy engaged in dividing a cake of 
millet into two equal parts. A turban of 
white linen was on one fide filled with ripe 
figs : two bufialoes ftood quietly browfing 
beiide him, and at his feet lay fome impl&- 
nMts of hulbandry. The compofure with 
iriiidi he noticed the approach of Hamet* 
•acouraged him to advance, ^^ Give/' £dd 

he 
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he to the peafintwith a faint voice, *' to 
Jiim who needeth, for theblefling of AUah^! 
Let not my unworthinefs tempt thee to fin; 
I feint for^ant of food." — ** Take^ and ba 
fatisfied," anfwered the man with cx^mpaf-i-* 
Con, and prefenting his ftore. '.* I have 
known thy necefli ties; although, AUah^ be 
praifed ! the vices of Hamet of Bagdad 
are ftrangers to me." Hamet. confounded 
himg down his head. '* Fear not," conti^ 
nued the man : " thou art fafe. : Gonipe^ 
tence and content difHaIn the price d(, blood. 
It is wealth and want that harden the heart 
of man againft his fellow man. Wait here 
my return," added he, giving him his 
whole fupply of provifion : *' I go to my 
daily labour ; but at the hour of rejpofe I 
will condtift thee to my dwelling, where 
thou (halt find fhelter and better fare.". He 
rofe to depart. '^ Thy courtefy emboldjens 
me," faid Hainet: " I pray thee, tell me to 
whom this domain belongs." — ^' Knoweft 
thou not the merciful Abdallah?" replied 
the mian with an air of furprife. '' Behold 

on 
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on that gentle fwell on thy right his habi- 
tation of peace. Behold the landtuary of 
the unfortunate, the afylum of health to 
the fick, the refuge of the penitent, and 
the fafe repofe of the pure of heart ! . Thou 

wanted comfort. Seek it there it will 

meet thee with kindly greetings." So fay- 
ing, he haftily pulhed on his buffaloes, and 
departed. Hamet widi renewed hope took 
the road to the habitation thus indicated. 
The hoxife now met his eyes. Its approach 
was through a fweep of meadows, bordered 
by fruit-trees laden with their ricfi^produc- 
tions. The canal glided in its varied courfe^ 
and th^ light boats ikimmed on its clear 
ami fiill ft|etm. On all fides the fportive 
voices of children cheered his heart : fome 
were fitting in groups on, the grafs, en- 
gaged in their fports, and fanuftically 
adorning their goats with flowers which 
fpontaneoufly met their hands .... others 
were eflaying the untaught notes of a flageo* 
.let made of reeds. by their own imitative 
jogcnuity. . . « Hornet's heart dilated with 

fympathetic 
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fyiwpadieticjoy. •*' Thefe/* &id he, ^^ iie 
the p}eali3>i>es <yf ben0ift)leia:e i theTe die 
obje^ which meet the teye^of iUbdaUah tbe 
merciful 1 In his miniificeiiice iae findfi tlie 
^ingoffhahby and an the hapfwncfs irfikh 
he commttnicates fecares his lawiu'* 

The wide eictended thoogh unadonoed gale 
of Abdailah's houie atiboostted die Ibanger. 
*fo flaw: with infoieiat menace rcpellodihim ; 
no 4mper!:if)eiit cmwiSny met his wnetcbed 
Eppearance ; the haif miked and tattened 
Hamet was lilei¥tly tid^iiea by the i»nd .by a 
fkve ^1^410 attended at due gate to recciw 
<fce weary gueft. Hamet «ntftered: thedoor 
of an ineerior ftpartflaeiyt opened, ondiiie 
found himfelf in tiie ancns of ins oioknoim 
phyfician, a*id f^irroondedby the foof ftwro, 
1^ gaardfas^fi ^^s iofancy. Sui^poife 
feiMd Hixn tbe t^irits of Hamet, and^teja- 
tftant!ty foimced. His :fieeting po\pmB VfttKi 
recalkd by tiie i^ffidoous care cf ins 
fiends. 

Mamet ^once «raore raifed his ikn^iid eyes. 
The bands of #eop ^^mt^ J^cAmgiS^ joad ^ 

faw 
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&w th«' hcVas i[tfr6tched on his acciilfortied ^ 
coudh, in the rotunda' of the pkvilibn, 'and ' 
fopjjofted by SeKm/ Abdaliafi,/the my- 
fterious Abdallah/ was admiriiftering, from 
thrie to tinie, a reftorative which he hfeld in 
h!s ha:nd. Haihef in* miite wonder gkzed 
oh thefti all by tiif fts ; his troubled ferifes^' 
wier^ yet under the imjiteflions of^the viflofi - 
of the' 'night, and his " irhagrriatiori* flowlv 
yielded Up 'the bbjefts impteSek oh it for 
thofis of reality. Witli'a tremulous voice ^ 
hi addiiefled himfelf at' length to Selifei : 
** Tetf me/* fai'd he, '*« thou good old man, 
where I arti: thy matter has unworthily' 
fcfl-goitten the gratitude which he owed to thy ' 
foftering'^hand j but' thoii wilt not' abufe ^ 
hfe prelerit wealin6(s. Th6u feefl: ine once • 
more a child,* and the child of Misfortune, 
Wherefore haft thou left the comp^ibns of 
thy Bight from Bagdad'? WWre haft thou ' 
lefr thetark in which the treafure$ of the ^ 
cavern were pkced ? How has it happeneci 
that thkVetf eat has either efcaped the Ynaltce *' 
of my enemies^ or mocks me with a likenefs * 
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to the pavilion ? But above all, I adjure thee, 
in the name of our Great Prophet, to explain 
to me (for I believe thou canft) who this 
ftranger is that now fo anxioufly regards 
me. Ought I to bow before him as the 
Angel of Inftruftion, or as a magiqian fent 
to enfnare my foul by a femblance of truth i 
for I have been fubdued by his power, and 
I may be the viftim of his artifices." — " Child 
indeed, O Hamet, mull thou be," anfwer- 
ed Selim with untroubled countenance, ** if 
for a moment thou returneft to the tales of 
thy nurfery. Thy prefent weaknefs clouds 
thy reafon, which has long fince refuted the 
magician, and the idle phantoms of ignorance 
and childifh credulity. Oh, fon of my love! 
embrace thy deliverer) for he hath faved 
thy foul from deftruftion, and thy life from 
the malice of thy foes. In his venerable 
form acknowledge the living reprefenta- 
tiye of thy grandfather Abenmuley's virtue j 
and bow with filial duty before thine uncle, 
and more than father.'* The fubdued Hamet 
funk into the embrace of his preferver, and 

his 
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his heart was relieved of an infupportabla 
Weight. The vifions of the night ftill floated 
on his fancy, and he recounted the eventful 
tale to his friends^ They hung with mute 
attention round his couch, and, when Ha- 
met had finifhed, Abdallah thus fpoke: 
*' Heaven, my fon, hath been gracioufly 
pleafed to fecond my pious purpofes. The 
inftruftion of this night ftandeth not in 
need of my authority to enforce it on thy 
heart. Thou hall found the Spring of Health. 
Thou knoweft the road to Happinefs. 
Thou haft experienced the falfe and deceit^ 
ful pleafurcs of thy palace at Bagdad. The 
recital of my life will elucidate all the my- 
fteries which now cloud thy returning 
peace *... Allah!" cried he with pious 
fervour, ** be thou ftill propitious to thy 
fervant ! May the words of my lips purify 
andeftabliftiHametl Mayhe learn, that thou 
never forfakeft him who doth not depart 
from thee !" 



He 

CCmriNUATION OF HAMET. 

** Thou knoweft, without doubt, my 
fon/' began Abdallahi 'Uhe celebrity of thy 
gandfather Atenmuley'* fame; for his 
name is ftill held in reverence by the good ; 
and the poor and needy ftill blel's their be- 
nefoftor, by wifhing him -the recompenfe of i 
the happy Abenmuley, 

" Thy father and myfelf were the only re- 
mains of a numerous offspring: the peftr- 
lence like a deluge fwept away the children 
of the pious Abenmuley, and we were pre- 
ferved from its defolating fury by being 
with our mother at a houfe diftant from 
Bagdad, at the time when the plague broke 
out. Zelima, our mother, was the moft "be- 
loved wife of our father. The death of all 
his other children, and the fanie fate which' 
had fevered from him the greater part of * 
his houfehold, determined him to feek ^ 
happinefs with his Zelima in her fevourite 
retreat.* Abenmuley was at this period in 
his fixtieth year. He gave up his fplendid 
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e!Kblffliftiatt%*a^aa, Sh^'in tile baiSih 
of his family enjoyed, for two yeiars, a feli- 
itSfcy which 'cin 'only Y|irihg from tindivi- 
htH 'Aiafeaioh ^hd e6'ntr8lled p^itic/n's. ¥hb 
rfeJith ctf ^odr Wbcher IhtefruiJted^his Tefe- 
Wfy, ^k '^gkin (failed 'tip6n hitn f6r pidife 
ilffllgrtatidh. "AcKmet, my Brother, had ^t 
thrs jan'Atitb reached his 'fixte^hth ye^r. I 
i^'tWbyekAyotin^er. A materhultiilcfe, 
v^^htidlxbniiiitit forttirte In a diftarit^tb- 
Vlnc?fe, 1stt this time quitted for iTeafbn iiis 
feoV6rnm%n1t to tridertalke an embafly which 
Yfe^'rdfedlt i iHd he foun^ our fatter berid- 
kig lindcfr iiis recent lofe ah^ a prbfound 
tf^J^a'loh '6f fptrits. His Kekith had yleldea 
to ^i's fbrrow, arid Abenmutey was the 
fhadoW 6f his former (elf. Achlnet, our 
\ihcle, kri^W Ifttl'^ of the fodthing and leni- 
ent i^ertiedie^ ^hich lympathy applies tA 
kffiftloh. lie aligmenied the forrows of 
Abftnmuley by feducing. his fon from his 
Hhn^. My brother. In defiance of a fa- 
BtArhi Ifeari, follbwed thie fortune of hii 
iSftcKi in tfrhblfe arpifihg imbitioti he found 
a blfis for his oMm j and hfe'quitted th*» pa- 
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temal roof with es^ujtin^ hope and cold 
indifference. 

"Amongft the domeftic flaves of our 
habitation were four, who fhared without 
jealoufy the particular favour of my father. 
They were Greeks by birth, and a long 
friendship had united them. . Selim and 
Heli are, as thou knoweft, brethren, and 
they became the flaves of thy grandfather 
fome time before Muftapha and his compa^ 
pion ent^r^ into the gentle fervitude of 
Abenn^uley, At the prayer of Selim and 
J>i§ brother, my father pyrchafed them 
from a rnafter hard ai^d ferocious, and they 
experienced, in the change of their fetters, 
fhat gopd|iefs can render captivity an eafy 
yoke. Thefe men brou^t with them a 
rich recomp^nfe, Their knowledge and 
talents afforded to the fons of their bene- 
volent patron advantages that hi$ wealth 
could not have pwrchaf^d- Wc had been 
inftrufted by Selim and his brother in all 
the higher branches of f<:ience, apd in thq 
ficceffiofi of Muftapha and his friend wq 
found the means of acquiring thofc^ accom^ 

plifliments 
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plifliments fo little known to the Tufks. 
My brother^s impetuous fpirit loved neither 
the wifdom of the former nor the graces of 
the latter of our tutors ; and to be freJB 
from their reftraint was probably amongfl: 
the more powerful motives which urged 
his departure. Be this as it may, it h 
certain that a tafte for letters was the pre- 
dominant one in my mind ; and my attach- 
ment to thefe men amounted to a veneration 
which impofed on fne a refpeft that tbeir 
years did not demand j for they were then, 
like myfelf, m the fpring of life, aldiough 
Ibmewhat more advanced. 

'* My father, in the abfence of Achmet, 
fought to renew his comforts with a chiUl, 
who, in bis love and fond remembrance, 
bore the image of his Zelima in his counte- 
nance. Delighted with purfuits which re- 
moved far from him the fear of lodng fight 
of me, he with cheerfulnefs fought every 
means of promoting them. Manufcripts 
were procured, at an expenfe and labour 
proportioned to the difficulty of findmg 
them ; and the moft diftant regions fupplied 

fr%r%A 



food |br thc^nund ^Ab^,^^^^^^ ^}f^ thU 
courfe of imprpyement, in ,foc^l e^|e ^apid 

f:iprocal confidence, did rrjy p^c^fyl^di?y3 
(Je oni .tin I haid jlpachefi ,^y ^}Vgptie^|i 
J[W. My fatber> health apd ;l>^^pfj^i]|ej[s 
>vere renewed^ and niy friends apparently 
^rgot that captivity was an e>^il. jrh^-? 
W^ jiowevej* detertiincd to r^^pipc^ py 
^ther it became him to recollgji^. l^^W 
my brother: ^d I 5|lfp knew ^he £9^?r 
]wjijch wpuld.ev^ntuajlj^y J^ in^to Jiis tia,^i^. 
J^ ^th^r's countenance took an j^^p^ 
tender forrow on my gendy urging thiifcJ^ 
ligation toTiim .... I^e was /ijent, apd ^^ 
derfly move^v 'JwiUjlje jui^t/ ^ij^-^ie. 
r f Xhy friends are /r^^if from tJhiU hpjir.- 4^9 
jty .gienerous care> my fon, I |eai?;e .t^^ Al^r 
Baited power to render t^^^t j^fejjoip ^ 
l>|^flring to them .... Go, and cppfer ^ip^ 
flienji pn tjipfe n^gafures Wjhicji ar? n^cg^ry^ 
ai;id ipci^ik npf of the forroYr <p^^ ^benfpq- ' 

Jey.' ^ j^Ji? voice faltered, ^ii' hf r^firef^ 

'j ■••^ ...... , ^"ij^ ^ . . 

Vi,to the alley of tbe^garden neareji tp hiin» 
^iVitti coljefted firmnels I opened n?y ^jnqf- 
milfion to my friends ; ?Lnd, concealing 1517 

face 
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.'ftbpe.in'my fobe, waited m^ a, jdirdbbiflg 
. he^it th^ir ^iyver. Tbey wifh ooe voice 
ireftifed.the offers gift, on every ^coodipon 
»ftve,tbftt pf . being Ji^t/myunaliMablerigfct 
^t ,the ;(tecea^e of .nxy f^tjjer. 'jBani^i m 
;Oftt/ j^id.they, ^^rotn-.this jabode.of.geace. 
Wei^^e t]^^,dbiidr^ of the ni^cifttl A 
4nutey ; Aod we feek iio other Bei 
TranftK)J:ted wii^ joy ^t a decifiofi ib-. &-^ ^ 
vournbte to .our wiftes, iOiy J&thfet aod.mgfi- 
ialf forgot ^oie neceflkry mj^yjtes of.feowr 
^ity in wjbich the future c^^ijiditioiv %f g^ 
^^ds yfts involved, i^^^^j^^k^ .l)|^% 
ho^ifkf 9^ w^ g^y^ purfelyes^p $p^pij||rf 
ta^ €pni;ing^ncie5. 

^ ftelim, in his officepf f^^mmimi ^. 
thP fear4epp, .diftovered * fraudi^rvt $rkk 
af ? y.QMOg Egyptian fl^vfj, tp wboi» h^ had 
liake? afepcy, and for ;whQm h^ b^ iniflbc^ 
tion. The offence was repeated, and flifii-r 
hood employed to cover it, HaAen well 
knew the po^alty: it wniifted neither ia 
kwr&^S ^^r i^< i^^ ^^^^i ^t in an 9iu 
fhaoge of mafier ; and he perie^y uo€kr« 

flood 
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ftood that no punifhtnent could be fo fevere* 
He bdbught the pity of Sclim, and with 
^igenuous contrition threw himfelf on his 
mercy. Selim knew the heart of man. He 
ibpplied the culprit with the deficient lum, 

..and gave him a poft ftill ''more honourable 
in the apartment of his matter ; and thus 
fixed a principle of integrity and gratitude 
m the young heart of Haffen, which has 
manifefted itfelf above feduftion from that 
hour. Abenmuley infenfibly became par- 
tial to the fervices of a man whofe hilarity 
and afFeftionate cares pleafed him. The 
infirmities . of age filently gained on his 
ftrength, and Haffen's watchful eye pre- 
vented his weaknefs. His conftant cheer- 
fulnefs, the fimplicity of his mind, and his 
aftive ingenuity, won on us all ; and the gay 

• and docile Haflen was the favourite of the 
family. 

*' The anniverfary of my father's birth- 
day approached, and Haflen*s fertile mind 
fuggefted a new amufement for his beloved 
mailer : he communicated his plan to us, 

and 
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find neceived from us, with ecftafy, full 
powers to regulate the feftival at his will. 
The bufy Haffen gave to all their deftined 
partSj and a dance in the fafhion of his 
country was amongft the propofed plea- 
fures. 

" Abenmulcy ufually retired in the even- 
ing to a fnull mofq^ue, which he had caufed 
to be ereded for his own ufe, in a diftant and 
retired part of the garden, and on the even- 
ing prior to his birth-day he was conduftcd 
at funfet to his devotions. It was cufto- 
mary witlf Haflen to wait his matter's 
/igoal of a fmall bell, at fome litde diftance, 
in order to reconduct him to the houfe. 
But no iboner had he placed Abenmuley 
on the fopha, than with the fpeed of a bird 
he 6ew to a diftant part of the fpacious 
grounds, in order to pradife the dance with 
his comrades. The animated and loqua- 
cious Haflen was not however unmindful of 
the fleeting minutes s and he haftened with 
prompt obedience to the poft which he had 
quitt^. In his way he was accoft^ by 

two 
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two xJf his principal' alfed^t^s'ih Ms 'pterti 
dF amiifement for the fdHowing fnOtrilngj 
and ftin 'having his orders to ertfoTce, 'Kte 
aefireii them to follow him to "the ihdfque, 
and ho wait there tiirhe 'had cdhdufted Ill's 
mafter to the houfe. ^They obeyed, and 
reached the molque at the. Tame iriftant 
with him. Haffen, anxious to IcnoSv whe- 
ther his abfence had *been noticed, and 'fen- 
jEfble that the ufual time ifor the ti4m^dfis 
liad elapfed, caution fty approaAecl thte doot, 
whicTi Tie had left open on accouift df the 
heat: a piercing cry followed, ait(4*the'tW6 
odier flaves rujflied in. Extended on *^fe 
fo|>ha was the breathlefs body of fhe gooii 
Atenmuley, ferenely fmiling in death. The 
trembling flates, with gentle tar^ and un- 
feigned tears, conve}'ed him to the hdufe, 
where Selim exhaufted the powers of Ills 
^rt in vainly endeavouring t6 rc^call frdtti 
its blefled abode the foul of Abi^ntnliiev, 
1 was faved from dei^air by my ftifehd^ • 
but the fpirit which animated rfife i^as ifeiS 
I mourned my father; and tailed * ho ^df 
7 beyond 



hiey9nd.tha<; of , meeting. ,the-6ce;oC foixpw^ 
ia, tbe^ CQWpt^imPce of every x>ne arouqd^oe^ 
la , njy /oU tary , w:alk& ^ tlij&, flaye . mournfuUjr.^ 
mw:iimred,,,a$. he rrefpedfiiUy rerired^^thea 
njmaeuo^ Abeamuley/aod blefled me.. My:, 
fvelling/heart received the'i:)eaedi6kiofli fu^ 
r^twned, iti . for.wlmj:, , Q, Hainetl 4otf> 
th«t„hf«Jtt oCnwa: wJufp5iX.atnbe.Jig^t^.x>£. 
n;^?, Doe^ itnotfa^ Bjebold xhyhkes^ikri 
tiff, .eqvaU and thy .brother ? . - .The reau»u 
of V thy; jfajther.bf ought ipe^^o jay: hewasA. 
aQQOtppgQied^by ^nly*two flaves^'^aad thefe^. 
as,,I ,accidehuUy lear^ied, had been.pur^* 
ch*f^ for the expyei^p urp.ofe of^ his jouc-^ 
ney^ He , appear<»d - to enjoy a ^^naligqaiiti 
(atkfaftion, Jn-iiariagrfarpriied me by die* 
celerity 'oC his ,retwa., after thes death^of,^ 
our parenf. . His t air wa& gUKuny and 'fero- 
cious ^ he^fppke in^parab^s^andqueftioa*' 
ed wvi\ fuificiog^exadnefs^ The -wboter> 
arraag^ai^nt of the houfe was chaag^» 
My^^ieAds; .wer^ feA( to work in d phata*^- 
tioA,. remote* from the habatacioa in which ^ 
they. Jiad liv^d cxqm|«ed iram^coiL I was»> 
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two x>f his principal aftbd^t^'ih his^pfeni 
dF amufement for the following hiotrtlngj 
and ftin having his orders to ertfdf'ce, 'Mfe 
9efireci them to follow liim to"*th*e mdfque, 
and 4o wait there till 'he *had conduced llfs 
mafter to the houfe. .They obeyed, and 
reached the mofque at tht^ fame iriftant 
wth him. HafTen, anxious to Tcno'w 'whe- 
ther his abfence had *been noticed, and 'feh- 
jEfble that the ufual time for the tamfndfis 
liad elapfed, cautioully approa Aed thfe do^t, 
whicTi Tie had left open on account df the 
lieat: a piercing cry followed, aM(l*the'tW6 
other flaves ruflied in. lixtended on *flie 
Jbpha was the breathlefs body of ^he good 
Abenmuley, ferenely fmiling in death. The 
trembling flaves, with gentle tar^ and uh- 
feigned tears, conve)'ed him to the houfe, 
where Selim exhaufted the powers of his 
^rt in vainly endeavouring t6 rccrall tr&tti 
its blefled abode the foul of Abi^htntiiey, 
1 was faved from defpair by my fti^hds i 
but the fpirit which animated rfife i^as (te^St% 
I mourned my father, and tailed ' ho ]iff 
7 beyond 
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bpy9n^^that ormQett|ig.,the.fke;of, foixpw^ 
ia^ tbe^ cQypt^n^ce of every x>ne arouqd^oe^ 
la- ^ n>y /pii tary ,w,alk& . thfr. flave . mournfuUjr<> 
mm:nufred,.,a§. he rrefpeftfuUy retired^^ thea 
njMJft^rvO^ AipeAmuley/aod blefled me.. Mjr,. 
%eUmgyh'eartreceiyeAtheJbenedi6tion, ?wt^ 
r^pjrned. itt>for,wbaJ:,tQ, Hametl 4otf> 
th«t>«^ .oCnxw;^vJufp5y'.atnbe.XigbJ^x>£. 
m^flu?' Dq^a^it not f^J^ Bi^bpld thy likeaefc^, 
tl}y,,eqv^a][|^ and tby,brothefJ,*.-The.retuwu 
of'vthy;^a,th(5r.,b«Qwghtn)e''^o joy: heMT^SA. 
ac;c;g[ij[)pgai^d;by ^nly^twQ flaves^^^nd thefe^, 
as ^J ^accidentally Jeamed, had been^pur^* 
ch^,fed for^.thei expjei^p urpofe of^ his. jpuc^ • 
n^y^ He . , appeai:^d r^ to ^njoy .a .^maligmati 
fatU/aftiofl, Jn.^Mriagrfurpfiied me by die^ 
celerity foC his-^ret^a.rafterv the. deaths of a 
oyr parenf., Hisr air wa^^ gk>Qipyj«ftd 'fefo- 
ciai|3i MipPke inoPiUia^6,.^nd'q\^flioa*^- 
ed , pvi^l}, ; fuJl|>iciotvi5s > eXfa<3:neft^ Tlie ^whote^x 
acraag^iwnt of-^^the howiB-was chaag^i.. 
MK'fri^ds.wenei feat ta-wort-in^^plantsw* 
tipa,freni^tesfrom ,th0 hahitetioa in whiciiT 
they.iiad liv^d exqmf>?edTfrc«3iu,CoiU' ' I y>r^^ 

givea 
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given to underftand that my father hsid 
made no provifion for me, and that I was 
eating the bread of dependence. My Ipirit 
felt the degradation, and I^haughtily an- 
nounced my purpofe of freeing my brother 
from the unwelcome burthen. With a 
frown and taundng air he bade me firft 
prepare to anfwer to the iriquiries refpedt- 
ing the death of my father • . . / and for this 
purpofe,* added he, * know that you are a 
prifmer k^e.* Confounded, but not dif- 
mayed, I determined to remain and brave 
his malice. I was watched in all my move- 
ments \ and, S|fr furprife and indignation, 
Haflen app JSl the moft vigilant of my 
Ipies. He had retained his poll in the 
houfe, and enjoyed the favour of Achmet. 

** One evening I was, as ufual, weeping in 
the mofque of my father. The door was 
open, and a nfan in his flight threw in a flip 
of paper. I hafl:ily caught it, and read ia 
the Greek language, and in Selim's cha* 
rafters, the word * jP(?//pw/ I darted after 
the flying fteps of the flave before me, 

whom 
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ivhom with affonifhnient I percdved t» be 
Ha&iu On a fudden he chrew^ with admi- 
rable agility^ a ftone over the high wall, 
and as inllandjRthis fignal was anfwered by 
a ladder of ropes which fell down. Haflfen 
turned to it, pointed/ and continued his 
hafty fteps* I mounted, and was received 
into the arms of 'Selim, on the outer fide 
of the garden. ^Thou art fafe/ faid he 
with joyful emotion : ' thy fan£hiary is at 
hand :'... and preffinff forward, he led me^ 
in a ihort time to the cavern, in which is 
ftill concealed thrfather's< treaf ure. Here 
Selim fell on my neck, and^^Bmpaflioned 
grief exclaimed, ^I muft^^re thee, my 
beloved fon ! I muft quit thee, Abdallah : 
the life of my brother, of all thy friends, 
hangs on the prefept moment. I have 
fcarcdy time to tell thee, that thou oweft 
thy prefervarion to^Haflen. This night 
thou wouldeft have been flrangled by the 
order of Achmet. The oldeft of the Oaves 
who journeyed with him hither, that Zanga 
fo favoured by thy brother, difcovered in 
9 Hafler 
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Hafl«n^a*^Iong?lofl:'W; 'and "he communi-* 
cared to hiixr the» perfidioiis*piirpofe'oF a^ 
nMxft whom he--' hates "- and ' fe^rsy agamflr^ 
the* hfe* of his? ' child's g^ftdtflis and genf le^ 
f$^M. In* thfe filefke anddea* of'the'- 
night^thefaithful Haffert ftood before' me,' 
covered' with dufl:, and pantirig with hafte. ' 
•SWenAbdaUahP faid- he^ 'and thyJfoiil* 
ibdl liVfe, ahd' minerwill^blefs- theeK He 
imfolrfed to mft th^ daric' defighs of thy^ 
crwriotis' brbtHer,' arid- we cohcerted the ' 
inea«^*of thy deKverance* Some years • 
.fiiicofln feekigg o^ediclna^herbs, I dtfcbvei'- ^ 
ed'^hiS'^'fubt^^^bus retreat; andL'atthe^' 
moment faw^^valoe. Th# projed of 
effibftlhg^f'by its mfean!^ my efeape' from ' 
captivity wis feri6ufly confidered ; but* the' * 
g^^tlehefs of' Abenmuley; and my brother's ^ 
w^dc^heitkhj fuppneifesd ^y wife of free- ^ 
dcwhrj'and'I dropped thfe uefigni It inftantly ' 
ooe«irr€dtoFme5r'that-it would afford -thee 
anKelyShmii and I have prepared' it as^well- 
asMthe'v intierverfiiig ^i timfe would alfow; 
Tlwrt mrer iiiifcs .for' thy^ r^ofe^ iand * water '' 

and 



tad cakes for thy fuftenancCi . . .-Abide hete 
as long as poffible, for thou wilt be purfued 
with difappointed rage.* — ^He prefied ire 
to his breafl^ . . ^ Take/ faid he, ^ the 
united wealth of thy flaves and friends, . . . 
they now Wefs the fervitude which has en* 
abled them to be ufeful to thee/ • • . . Thus 
faying, he condufted me through various 
caverns to the outlet, which is diftant from 
thy pavilion, and lefs difiicuk of accefe 
than the one by which we had entered, and 
which without the' ladder of ropes we 
could not have efiefted. >^Ijffmained Ibme 
days in my fecret abod^^md at length 
reached Moi^^l in fafer^^^y fortune, O 
my fon, hath fince that eventful period 
been varied; but in the hard leflbns of 
advcrfity my foul eftablifhed herfelf, and 
felt the protefting hand of Allah. At 
Aleppo I became the propefty of a mafter 
celebrated for his knowledge in the art of 
healing. He difcovered that I was not 
ignorant. Our common ftudies united us ; 
and he led me from theory to praftice. 
VOL. III. H He 
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He was old and chikiteisj and he fonnally 
adopted me as his fon. Some years after 
he died blefling me, and I took peaceable 
pofieflion of his papers^ and^e fmall houfe 
and garden in which we had fo amicably 
rcfided together. The riches of Mulah 
followed him ; for thefe confifted in good 
works. Oqe day, as I pafled by the flavc 
market, an impulfe of curiofity led me to 
examine fome of thofe who were expofed 
for piirchafej and a circumftance of my 
yotithfiil days led me to recognife ^affen, 
under the deiefted form of forrow and 
added years ^M|ifery. I had in heedlefs 
iport marke^Hnis breaft, with a chymical 
preparation, his name in Greek letters, and 
time had not effaced them. Bleffmg Allah 
for this gracious interpofition, with trem- 
bling impatience I purchafed my deliverer, 
and conducting him home, gave a loofe to 
my honeft joy. . . . Haifdh, after the firft agi- 
tations had fubfided, informed me. that my 
efcape had not implicated my friends in the 
fufpicious mind of Achmet. He concluded 

that 
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that I had overheard him talking to Zanga, 
and that, miftrufting the fubjeft of the 
conference, I had efcaped without other aid 
than my own Iddrefs. An order from the 
Divan to repair immediately to the fron- 
tiers, to take upon him a government which 
be had for fome time folicited, diverted 
his fury and interrupted his meditated pur- 
fuit of me. No longer jealous of my in- 
fluence, he recalled to their feveral ftations 
men who he had prudence fufficient to know 
would ferve him with integrity ; and Selim 
and his friends were the guardians of his 
houfe and property in hisafeftpice. ^But,' 
added Hafleti, *my unha|jpy father had 
been intruded with a fecret too important 
to be left behind. He followed his mafler, 
under whofe harfh authority he funk ta 
the grave, leaving me fecretly to deplore 
his lofs. At the expiration of a few years, 
Achmet returned to Bagdad laden with 
riches, and the execrations of an opprefled 
people/ 

" I learned alfo, from the faithful Haflfen, 

thkt 
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that I had in thee, my fon, a renewed hope> 
and the defirc of beholding thy face-preyed 
cm my heart. Haflen conftandy oppofcd 
ray wifhesj he ^oke of the increafingf 
power and obduracy of Achmet ; of dinger 
to my friends. • . . and fihe ufele^ facriHce 
of my own life. He had efcaped from the 
power of Achraet, and he was troubled by 
the moft remote hazard of encountering lus 
refentiiient. My inclination yielded to mf 
regard for his fafety and peace of mind. 
"Year fucceeded year^ till an iiltiefs re- 
miiided me that my duft would, not reft: 
with the iacred remains of Abenmuley: 
1 became dejeifledi and Haflen difcovering 
the caufe» urged me with z^eal to undertaJce- 
the voyage . • . My health Suid my youth 
were renovated by hope. I reached Bag- 
dad in fafety^ I law and wept over thy 
blooming face; I prefled to my heart the 
fon of Achmet> and the renewed image of 
Abenmuley* Thy fleep was the rcpofe of 
health and innocence ! and I implored of 
Allah to continue to thee thefe bleflings. I 
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faw the diDoping Achmct ; and my fricads 
gave me the hiftory of his fortune and ap- 
prehenfions. He returned to his poft, and 
feft not only thee to their faithfol truft, 
but aifo thofe anxious fears jvhich haunted 
his repofe . • . He had been coldly received 
by the Sultan ; he had difcovered that the 
Divan was filled by thofe who envied and 
hated him ; he regarded the continuation 
of his lucrative ftation as a Jkare placed 
the more efieftually to ruin him . . . The 
wife Selim became the confident of the * 
haughty Achmet ; for the virtuous, my fon, 
are fought in the hour of difficulty by 
thofe who, in thetideofprofperous fortune, 
infult them. Selim trembled for thy fafety ; 
and he prepared for it, by communicating 
to his mafter the fecret of the caverns. But^ 
wife from experience, he faid nothing of 
the outlet on the oppofite fide of the 

mountain. He knew Achmet. The plan 

for building on this fpot was adopted j and 
Selim and his friends were left with uncon- 
ditional powers by Achmet. With unabat- 

ing 
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ing induftry and toil did they, with their 
own h^nds, form the different paflages tq 
the recefs, and with fecret labour convey 
the riches of Achmetto their deftined place 
of concealment. With afliduous care did 
they contrive the fecret avenues to thy 
apartments and Heli, with a well-grounded 
diffidence, conftrufted the walls of feveral 
of the apartmepts after the manner of thofe 
of a ruined temple he had feen in Greece, 
and which, withojut doubt, had been thecon- 
. trivance of thofe who lived on the credu- 
lity of its worfhippers. This cirqjilar apart- 
ment admits within its partitions the ear 
diftinftly to catch every word that is fpoken 
in the room ; and Heli and his friends 
have at 'this hour reafon to blefs the in- 
genuity with which they fucceeded. At 
Achmet's return the pavilion was finifhed ; 
and, on the plea of declining health, Achmet 
retired from his employments and lived in 
folitary grandeur.— But his fafety was 
neither in the pavilion nor in his cautious 
prudence — the hand of the injured Abdallah 
3 held 
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held him up ; and Hamet was the fliield of 
his father. Under my aflumed name and 
charafter, the occafions of being ufeftil to 
my fellow creatures multiplied, and my re- 
putation for (kill in my profeffion increafed 
daily. Obfcure in my modes of life, unam- 
bitious of wealth, I fought not the fortune 
which met me. I was fummoned in hafte 
one day to the palace of the beautiful Zo- 
beide, the favourite wife of our great 
matter, and the reigning Sultana. The 
art of her attendi ng phylicians had been 
confoundid by a malady which threatened 
her life, and in the portentous hour of danger 
and (Sfpair the Sultan liftened to a female 
flave belonging to Zobeide, who fpoke of a 
ftranger that had faved the life of her mo- 
ther, and whofe Ikill in medicine was 
wonderful. 

" The Sultan eagerly caught at this gleam 
ofhope. I bowed before him. 'Save Zobeide,* 
cried he with frantic grief. ... 'fave her! 
and (hare my diadem.' — I found my patient 
(Iretchcd on a foplia, her beauteous face 

horribly 
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horribly disfigured, her head fwollen to an 
extraordinary fize, her eyes clofed as in 
death, and panting amidft a crowd of weep- 
ing attendants and the fufFocating fumes 
of incenfe and perfumes. In the adjoining 
apartment fat the Sukan, brooding over fuf- 
picions which diftraded him ... I approach- 
ed him — ' There has been perfidy I* exclaim- 
ed he with fury—* thy life hangs on this mo- 
ment!— flie has fwallowed poifon!* — * The 
life of thyflave,' faid I, proftrating myfel^ 
' is in thy hands; but the life of Zobcide 
depends on my unconditional power to 
command in her apartment.' — * Go,' cried 
he impatiendy ; ' go, and be abfolaif.^^— . 
I difmiffed the ufelefs crowd, and opening 
the lattices, examined the almoft infenfible 
Zobeide. My firft opinion was confirmed, 
and I found the malady to be an eryfipclas, 
which, when underftood, is rarely mortal. 
My conjedures were foon realized : in a 
few days the Sultana was declared out of 
danger, and public rejoicings followed 
public anxiety . . • But Zobeide rejoiced 

not. 
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not. She reproached me for faving her 
life J and bewailed the lofe of her beauty 
with unceafing lamentations ... * I have,' 
£iidl^ ^ once pledged my life on thy recovery: 
I now renew this engagement. Zobeide 
in a fhort time ihall again be more &ir 
than the daughters of Paradife ... I go to 
pr^>are thee a beautifying lotion. Its fuccefs 
depends on thy obedience ; no other muft 
be applied.' The docile Sultana promifed, 
and fountain water effefted the wonder. 

** The gratitude of Zobeide was as un- 
bounded as her joy. She loaded me with 
her munificence, and ftill thought ihe did 
too little. I prelented myfelf before her 
one morning at tbe ufual hour, an embroil 
dered purfe filled with zechins in my hand : 
it was the daily oflfering of the generous 
Zobeide. < Thy gold/ faid I, with a con- 
fidence that fhe had encouraged, < doth not 
fatisfy me ... I have more than I need . . . 
and Allah hadi recompenfed my cares in 
thy recovery. Abdallah mufl owe his fu- 
ture felicity to Zobeide, or defcend to the 
9 grave 
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grave a mnumer: ' Speak/ cried fee, 

placing her hand acrofs her throat: ' thus 
Ihall it be with Zobeide, if, having the 
power, fhe do not fatisfy Abdallah !* — * I 
aflc,* replied I, 'the life of Achmet of 
Bagdad, and of his fon Hamet/ . The fol- 
lowing day (he gave me, with the Sultan's 
fignet, the order which would have con- 
figned thee, O Hamet ! and thy father to 
rfie grave ; and the full poffeflion of thy 
wealdi was formally fecured to thy appa- 
rent executioner. * Thou haft prevented a 
hoftof this Achmet's foes,' laid the Sultana : 
• his death has been determined upon in the 
Divan for fome time j but the Sultan remem- 
bered, with kindnefs, the fervices of his fe- 
dier whilft he was himfdf an infent in the 
cradle. But the rapine and extortion of Ach- 
met have cancelled from the merfiory of our 
matter the claims which thy father's fidelity • 
had on his favour ; and the cries of an in- 
cenfed people, and the envy of thofe who 
wiffied to rife on bis ruin, Jiad prevailed. 
Thy fervices, Abdallah, have faved him.- 

His 
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Hi^ life or his death are in thy hands/ 
Struck by the fenfe of the impending dan- 
ger to thee as well as thy father, I fell on 
my face and adored the merciful inter- 
pofition of Allah.... and I wept aloud, 
Zobeide, furprifed at my emotion," aflced 
me to explain the caufe. I recounted to 
her patient ear the hiftory of my life .... 
* Haft thou done wifely, Abdallah,' faid fhe 
when I had finifhed, * to hazard a life fo pre- 
cious as thine to the machinations of fuch 
a brother as Achmet ? — But let him be- 
ware ! Zobeide will recompenfe with in- 
tercft his future malice if thou ftill per- 
mit him to live.'....' Alas !' replied I, ' ju(^ 
tice now purfueth the troubled and feeble 
Achmet. His foul trembleth at the ihaking 
leaf, and he is haftening to a grave which 
will not fcreen him from the Judge he muft 
meet.' 

*' The Sultana foon after appointed me her 
phyfician, and that oflker two fons....apart-« 
ments in the palace were afllgned to me ; 
and in this honourable poft I continue to 

pleafc 
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pleaie and ferve the generous Zobelde, and 
to jhare the confkience of my great mafter. 
The death of Ay fethcr foon foUowed my 
predidion of its approach. Thy mad folly 
fucceeded» and I mourned as one without 
hope. Thyreofeebded health fuggefted to 
my friends one efibrt to fave thee. Thou 
knoweft the means which we have pur- 
sued .... and wik no longer be doubtful 
in r^rd to events, which as they hap- 
pened fuq)riled thee. My efcape from 
thy apartment was favoured by my confe- 
derates, during the fearch of thy (laves 
after the magician. I was in the habit of 
one, concealed in Heli's hut. Thy re- 
moval hither had for itsobjeft my firft cares, 
namely, thy reftoration, which I perceived 
depended folely on air, abftinence, and fe- 

duiion from thy tumultuous guefls 

Heli, who was thy invifible attendant, be- 
riiought him of profiting from the conftruc- 
^ tion of thy prifon tdWfed: his defign ; and 
Selim, knowing how fenfibly thy imagina- 
tion would meet the marvellous, encouraged 

it* 
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it. The elbrir which than waft ondered to 
iwallow was only a diferent preparation 
of thy accuftomed opium, - wflich afted 
the more powerfuHy for ri^recenrt difufe 
of it. I am not furprifed t^at thy dreams 
fhould be tin6hircd with the doubts of thy 
waking hotjrs, or rendered mote imprefiive 
by the calm ferenity of thy fpirits, and th^ 
temperance of thy late diet; but I prefume 
not, O Hamet! to fcan die purpofes of 
the Moft High. Thy vifion may, if thou 
be wife, ferve thee as the road to happinefs, 
and thou wilt neither be weak nor impious 
by referring its inftniftions to that Provi- 
dence which watcheth over thee. Thy 
underftanding is now enlig;htened; thy heart 
is prepared : return to the world, and a6t 
thy allotted part with honour. It is needful 
that thou (houldft fubmit thyfelf to one adt 
of my authority. The men before theeara^ 
free. They are the friends and brethren of 
Abdallah. F^re chee ^11 ! We go to enjoy 
in repofe the frliits of a well-fpent life. 
May the fame of thy virtues be a fun to gild 
our declining days 1" 



" Oh! leave me not," cried Jflamet kt 
die agony of tender grief — " leave me not 
to my unpraftifed feec. Finifh your work 
of mercy, dear and refpeftable friends of the 
loft Hamet ! — Hide not thy face from me," 
cried he,^ embracing with fervor Abdallah*s 
knees — ^' Oh ! eftablifti me in thofe paths 
of peace that thou haft fo fecurely trodden. 
Leave me not ! but, with thy laft breath, 
transfufe into my foul thy virtues !" — " I 
yield," faid the delighted Abdallah. The 
blefling of Allah m\\ ftill fupport the hope 
cf the good ! Abenmuley ftiall again live to 
dilpenfecomfort to thofe who forrow, and 
to feed with bread him who fainteth by the 
way. Hamet will emulate his piety and 
benevolen<pe ; and Abdallah will clofe his 
eyes with joy." 

. The fon of Achmet was forgotten in the 
defcendant of Abenmuley; the treafures of 
the cavern became, the fund of the necef- 
fitous ; and the pro^erity of Hamet was 
without envy, becaufe, like the dew of hea- 
ven, it was a bluffing to all. 
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%nm XIII. 
THE SISTERS, 

OK THE 

PROGRESS OF ENVY. 



You know, my dear Eliza, the uneqnal 
conteft which I have had lately to fuftain, 
in oppofition to you and your two formi- 
dable auxiliaries, Mrs. Beaumont and Dn 
Mansfield. I have moft heroically inlifted 
Under the banners of common fenfe and 
daily experience, and endeavoured to main- 
tain that the judgment which determines 
the human charafter from the conformation 
of the countenance is fallacious, and the 
confidence it begets dangerous; for, al- 
though I am willing to allow Lavater to 
have been a man of great obfervation and 
acute penetration, I would not have trufted 
my honour, my happinefs, or my fortune, to 
the hazard of thofe rules which he has fo 

enthufiaftically 
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cnthufiaftically laid down as the unerring 
elements of the moft difficult of all human 
fciences, namejbjr, the knowledge of the 
human heart. 

Your grandfather, whom, by common 
confent, we named umpire in this our debate, 
has not, I fufpecjt, afted by me with his 
^fual impartiality. His decifion amounts 
only to that of fir Rc^er de Coverley ; and 
I am not altogether fatisfied with his *' Much 
may be faid on both fides of the queftion.'* 
I aim at conqueft, at a complete viftory 
over Fancy and Delufion, and a drawn battle 
will not fuffice me.. 

I alfo fufpeft that you, my Eliza, employ 
fome charm to beguile him of his honefty ; 
for I obferve, that when his eyes are rivetted 
on your face, my powers of reafoning are 
not attended to. This is not fair play. 

A few evenings fince, you were fo elated 
by what you imagined an advantage gained 
over me, that, in the gaiety and triumph of 
your fpirits, you followed me into my dreflT- 
ing-room on the party feparating for the 

niglit. 
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tiigfh and, with much exultation, you drew 
a chair, and afked me whether Dr. Mansfield 
had not completely foiled me. " No," 
replied I, laughing at your eagernefs, " very 
far from it, for his face is an mcontroyertible 
proof of my arguments. Who, I pray you, 
amongft the moft profound and moft acute 
phyfiognomifts, would be able to difcoyer Dn 
Mansfield's real charadber by the rules of their 
art ? Woujflthey expeft to find, imder that 
crufhed-'torehead, thofe beetle brows, and 
that heavy, projedbing lip, a benevolence 
which has. every hun^ being for its objedt, 
and an underftanding which has reached 
with eafe the higheft pitch of human attain- 
ments ? I jbiow not what qualities of mind 
you learned difcipks of Lavater would affix 
to his lingular and grotefque countenance ; 
but I fufped fhrewdly, that, on firfl encoun* 
tering it, the moft polite ftranger would b^ 
tempted to ftare and to fiyile." " They 
would, by fo doing," anfwered you eagerly, 
'* give me the ftrongcft evicfence of their own 
want of penetration ^ for the very Angularity 
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of hii face mtiks a chanifta- of miDd lb be 
ftvefenceds And difcernment moidd iDftan^» 
\y pronounce Dr. Mansfield's vhit it is. 
Howe\«er, it imrfl be coniefled^" conriwicd 
you very dexterovfiy^ " diatT^u have, mf 
dear modier, omitted his ^^es in the emim^ 
ration of his defedive features^ but can you 
^eny that thefe are invitadons toevery dnld 
of Sorrow and Want, and the index to a 
^eart and im underftanding of fi^erior bx- 
^lence ?" 

WhiUl this effiifion of efteem^and grati- 
tude ji^aapafllng youi|)ips> my attention liKs 
attracted by a fece, which conveuted, for 
the rime, my incredulity in die.art of >phyfi- 
c^nomy. Your &iiher*« fpirit aiflSmated it« 
The feme open candour was feued <m your 
brow, W9 fame fraile dimpled your cheek, 
and fpoke the gratified fedings of k>yeiamd 
feneration for a man ivho has, &om your 
infancy, been ufeful to you. I was fiabdued, 
my child. You faw my emotion, reoeiwd 
with penfivenefs my blelBngy and 4qinttM 
me with rcluftant fteps. Sut my (AHd 

knows 
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4ier tBodver has derived ftrength. 

I hxve from that time iek your £ivour- 
4tes to dieir triumph. Lafl Monday 
€Nrening^ at lady Gouidtboipe's iparty^ I 
dire6)^ your attention to a young lady d£ 
diftingukhed beaHRy and elegance, who was 
leated near us, and who appeared, like our- 
felves, to fee naerely a fpe6Utor of Ae card- 
tables. I defired you to examine her &ce 
tntnutely, and to give the &me hint to your 
(friends Mrs. Beaumont and Dr. MansiiekL 
Tou did not forget my injunftioii ; for the 
fymmetry and •fevelinels of it had attraded 
your notioe, and I obien^ that neither of 
* your friends was unmindful of my orders. 
On our return honoe I aflced you and your 
Or^/f/ the refult of your examination. You 
were none of you unpiepared for my quef- 
tion. Dr. Mansfield boldly pronounced 
diat he had paroetved in die elevation of 
mifs Saville's beautiful eye -brows a fretful 
peevifh temper. Mrs. Boaumont contended^ 
that thefe rather indicated a fupercilious 
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pride and a cold heart. You as warmly 
mged that ihe exhibited the moft g^de 
traits of mind and temper^ with a beauty^ in 
youropinion> irrefiftihle; and you finifhed 
by afl^ting that Ihe was one ^^ that would 
be finned againft rather than fin.'* — ^Your 
grandfather^whohad liftened to this conver- 
fiidon in filence, now finiled^ and with fbme 
archnefs of manner warned you to be on 
your guard, reminding you that I w^ pre- 
paring a fiiare for you, and that you well 
knew I was a Circe in my way. You 
laughed, and faid you had no fear of fiiares 
that could never betray, and you continued 
to liften to feveral very fciendfic oblervations 
which the doftor, with the utmoft gravity, 
produced for your further information in 
the art of phyfiognomy. 

The hiftory of mils Amelia Saville will 
beft evince my purpofe, and eftablifh your 
grandfather's fagacity, who, contented with 
the knowledge he has of my aims and ob- 
gefts in this world, as thefe relate to your 
fefety, faw, without fhidying my face, that 

I had 
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I had fome defign by renewing a fubjeft 
which had been already difcuffed and dif- 
mifled. 

The mother of this beaudfiil creature, the 
lady who fat next her, is a widow of large 
and independent fortune. The heroine of 
my tale was about five years old when her 
father diedj and fhe has a fii];er about a year 
older than herfelf. 

Nature had not been lefs liberal in her 
gifts to Sophia, the eldeft of thefe girls, 
than to Amelia, whofe charms you have fo 
juftly admired i and although their perfons 
and diipofidons had litde refemblance, they 
both promifed to realize the hopes of their ' 
reipedable conne6i;ions. An unfortunate 
predilection in favour of Amelia had been 
indulged without check or confideration by 
her fond mother even before the death of 
Mr. Saville; and in the indulgence of a 
weak and unjoft partiality originated thofe 
evils which have menaced the fitters with 
deftrudtion, and broken afunder thofe ties of 
Nature which fo effentially contribute to the' 

happine6 
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reladoRs and friends of the Sunily hod per ^ 
ceived Am^a's afcendency in her mother*f» 
hearty and had witae0ed the power fhe 
ultnrped over the more tmitd and delicate 
Sophia. They cenfured her condaft, but foir- 
gOt> in their zeal for juftice, the eirors which 
betrayed themfelves into a conduft as p<ir- 
nicious as that which fo much ofiended themu 
They became partial in their turn, and 
Sophia was die declared objeil of their 
praifes and carefies. Thm 'oppofition to 
Mrs. Savitle's opinion only augmented her 
tendemefs for a child '^ to whom no one 
was kind but herfelf ;'' and fatisfied wttdt 
having fo oftenfible a plea, wherewith co^ 
colour herweaknefs, fhe daily Uecamemote 
fond of her idol, and naore indiffercat to 
Sophia. It is noedlcfsr fi» me to remark oa 
the probability of thefe children difcovering 
the benefits which fprii^ from love aod 
mutual good offices, had they beew left to 
the experience which muft have refaked 
from more mature reafim> and the commmt 
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advantBges; aofiog firom tbeic miit»at ^pm^ 
dence on earb other. B«t the cootiau^ 
comefts fiw fayour proiduced very differeeft 
t£hQ&, and fijcb as muft ever be prodijce^ 
in the minds cf beings left ta idbe &gge(^ 
dons andftknuJtis.of felf-intiereft. Sppjwiai 
oaturaHy delicate in conftitiitisuD, wais k&w^ 
efver gpnde and timidL She Gawk from 
a competition which haraCEbd aod read^red 
iMr fietfl^ She became penfiv^ aotd paIe^ 
and earefiilly ihunn^ thofe whofe pity aod 
ktndnefe coft hte the rebukes of her motbeTj 
and produced the reAotm^^ of hoc ty^w^ 
Amongft die number of So^^hpariifam^ 
if I may apply the word to the prefent 
Ibbjtft, was a Mr. Goldby. He. was unck 
te Mr. Savilie, and confidered as the fixtmt 
fnend of his children. His integrity was 
iimmpeachcdj and his manners in foc«e 
refpe£ts as unbondit^ as his reAitude. He 
had, fome dme before his nephew's deaths 
redred from a very kicrative and fuccefsful 
conEimerce, which he had conduced &r 
jMliy years in Lifhmi^ and his iettling in 

England 
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England was a circumftance of general 
fatisfaftion to his friends. His attachment 
to Mr. Saville and the little girls was, from a 
man of his temper, underftood as an avowed 
intention of confidering them as the future 
heirs of his ample fortune j for every one 
knew that he was incapable of crufliing 
thofe expeftatioriis which with reafonifefulted 
from his conduft. 

On the event which hurried Mr. Savill^ 
to an untimely grave, not a fliadow of 
doubt was entertained but that his children 
were left to the guardianfhip of their good 
uncle. Mr. Goldby, impreffed by the famo 
idea, attended to the opening of the deceafed 
gentleman's will, and found, to his furprife» 
that he had bequeathed his whole fortune to 
his wife, and that the children were left to 
her unconditional will for the future provi- 
iion which his fortune might have amply 
fecured. 

The uncle was no lefs oflfended than fur*- 
prifed by a proof fo conclufive, as he judged, 
of the undue mfluence of Mrs, Saville: and^ 

frank 
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frank and unceremonious by habit, he with 
Ibme aiperity of manner told the widow that 
fbe would do well to bear conftantly in mind, 
that her hufband had left not only his fortune^ 
but his good name, to her management. 
** Take heed/' added he fternly, " that you 
do not give ftrength to the opinion which 
experience has already eftablifhed, that a 
man muft be either a fool or a knave who 
Jeares his children to the mercy of a wo^ 
man.'' 

''Mrs. SaviUe's rifmg colour mdicated her 
refentment of this freedom ; but the confix 
denuions of prudence checked her emotions 
of anger; and with tears ihe aflured him 
that it would be her conftant endeavour to 
iliow that her hufband had not forgotten hi$ 
children in making their mother their fteward 
^guardian: as a proof of her intention^ 
ihe implored his advice and afliftance in thq 
exigences of the hour, adding, that ihe 
finnly refolved to be guided by him in eVtrji 
fubfequent meafure in whioh the intereft of 
her children was conwerned. Softened by a 

moderation 
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worthy old man enteFed into the bufinefr 
of tlie execuliopflMp wkh acals and Sniflie^ 
the^ arrangements of his nepfeew^fe afiiiirv 
with much advantage tjo hk wi^w. Mrs* 
SffviB<& was DOC infen^le to tihefe aAs of 
feindhefs, nor forgetftit th^t Mr; Gcddbyjhad 
a for tnne of forty thou&nd p^Midts- to- tesnFO 
beWnd h^'PW at his- d^aflh. His authoritf in 
her hotrfei was however exercifed Metf 
with a view to the happinefs of the famiij^ 
He Jtadbeen powerfLifly at?trafted to Sophm 
from being the frequent witnefe of thb petu- 
lance smd hafty temper of Aimetia : hot hd 
ivtts to0 jnft to Mame trhe child for the weak> 
nefsof hef mother ^ and» wid^ an inrpairtiaKcf 
which otight to* have torvtfSted the errocs 
not only of that mother b«i« of the ifeiendi 
around her, he reproved or enco«^ged 'f 

i^m wkk wiidom and gentlenefe as tbejr 
merited. Difcord and rivaMhip had> bow- 
ever, their throne in the nwrfery, and years 
had eftabliflied their empire. Sophia became 
fickly and peevish, Amelia tyrannical and 
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pert. Ift tlm manner they reached thck 
etevendi acid twelfi;h' years ; when one dajr 
MrS). Saville ferioufly con&ked Mr. Goldby 
oa t^ expediency of pbcing Sopbia in a 
boardmg-fchoolj m order to cottrcfl: her 
temper, and check the growbg haJbits of 
indolence; acknowkdging that,. being su^erfe 
to- firverity,. fhe cooM not permiit nufs Greeny 
their pf irate governed,, to uie ikcb difcipline 
as ihe mfifted was the only meai^ from 
which (he looked £or refbdrmation or ioik 
proYemenc in her pitpfl. Mr. Goldby, 
who bod with companion feen in tbii poor 
child ^otfamg more than the e&fts cf 
reprefled fpirits and w«ak heakb, coacealod 
his fedmg9 when this propofai was placed 
before him. He only gratveiy remarked^ 
that Mrs. Sarille could not be x ftranger to 
his preference of a doin^ftic education for 
giri» who had mothers to fiiperintend in the 
direftion of them ; that he was^ going for 
fine warm niumths to his recreat at ^ring<» 
wood ; aixf that he would take Sophia with 
him^ tmfting to the eflb£t» of good air and 

exercife 



% 



> 



124 

ciercife for her cure. The mother cheer- 
fuiiy confented to a meafure which enfured 
her an exemption from the endlefs cares of 
keeping her favourite in good humour, and 
her fiiler from indulgences which fhe thought 
luirtful to hen 

The happy Sophfa was immediately con* 
Teyed by her uncle to his houfe near 
Rochefter, and placed under the care of 
his Jioufekeeper, a good and intelligent 
woman. Who had as a parent gained fuffi- 
cient experience for the proper regulation 
of the young patient's diet. Freedom and 
traaquiUky feconded theie meafures; health 
returned with contentments and the fretful 
complaining Sophia ¥ras pronounced by 
Mrs. Nuttleyto have" the temper of a dove 
and the (portivenefs of a lamb.*' It is true, 
Sophia forgot in the morning rambles with 
her uncle the" two hours' leflbn at the piano 
which had been enjoined by mi(s Green thQ 
govemefs. The collar and the feet-ftock§ 
had been left at her uncle's towii houfe, and 
no one thought of them: not a finglQ 

attempt; 
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attempt had been made to copy the draw- 
ings her governefs had provided for her 
leifure hours : but Sophia had (ketched 
dozens of landfcapes from the feenery 
around her, which had pleafed Mrs. Nuttley, 
though they could not fatisfy herfelf : and 
as for needle-work or books, thefe were 
rarely thought of; for Mn Goldby was 
making her a parterre, and choie (he fbould 
be at his fide to help him, and to chat. 
November reunited the family : the futibumt 
healthy Sophia was welcomed by her friends 
with wonder and delight, and received by 
her mother and mifs Green as a negle&ed 
icholar and a fpoiled child. Diligence iq 
recovering her loft time was injudicioufly 
enforced : the acknowledged fuperiority of 
Amelia in her mufic and French did not 
fuffice ; Sophia was taunted and teafed by 
her tormentor for having cunningly made 
herfelf a favourite with Mr. Goldby, and 
upbraided as a telltale. Again did the 
temper of the dove and the piayfulnefs of 
the lamb difappear. An obftinate cough 

fucceeded. 
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fiicccsbdedj, with ifyii£^>to3as of ah akrm* 
ing^ kind, and in the ibilowiog fumnfter poor 
Scjyhia was judged to be in a confuniptioiB, 
About this time an ^ev^ent took place, to 
which' it is probable fhe was indebted for 
ker life, and without any doubt may it be 
laid, to which flbewas indebted for Jier 
happiness and improvement as a rational 
being* Mr. Goldby .had, during his refi^ 
denoe in Lilbon, lived on terms of the 
ftfi<3ieft intimacy wit^ hts partner in bu&ne£s« 
This gendeman was a native of Geneva, 
and had married an Engliih lady who redded 
wilii her par^ts in the country near him, in 
thai retirement which agreed with the me- 
diocrity of their fortune. The death of 
tbefe parents left the young and beautiful 
daughter without any other provifion than 
that which refulted from monfieur Granger's 
afiedion, who, notwithftanding he had yet 
his fortune to make, married her in a fhort 
time after fhe became an orphan, Mr. 
Goldby 's agency^ in the hands of Providence, 
coadiided monlleur Granger not only to 

Lifbon 
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LUbon but to liStiefiees and, mk&si tke 
died^ this widow was Jeft at her eafe m 
pecumaiy mattens. The tried friend and 
prc^ of ^^coagerfs life becatne a fuitor iear 
the liand of jsiadame Granger. She refufed 
his olfer^ ^t retained his heart ; and he 
quitted Portugal foma &w years afber^ with 
an opinion which time had juftifkdt that lev 
coidd contend with madame Grainger an 
the icere-^ merit and talents. 

An uaexpe^d and conGderable iegacjr . 
from a remote branch of her mocfaer'^ 
ikmilijr fununoned madame Gnanger to 
Bigland) and flie foitmd her .friend Mr^ 
Goldby at his ihoufe at Springwood under 
ihe utmoft anxiety for the fate tsf poor 
Aophio. it was not ^difficult to peroeiire^ on 
cfae one iland^ the intereii' which he took in 
this diild's prefervation, and on the other, 
iiis opinion of thole meafiires her mother 
4iad adopted, and which.he pronounced had 
been, and would be, the deftru&ion of the 
'ChikL Happy to be uieful to the objeift of 
faergiatitude and veneration, madameGran- 
7 ger 
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gpr eagerly propofed to him Sophia's re- 
turning home with her, and talked in the 
moft encouraging terms of the falubrity of 
the 2ur and lituation of her houfe, which 
was placed on a fpot peculiarly beneficial 
to the invalid, and to her ** a paradife/' 
This plan was referred to Mrs. SaviUe, with 
a peremptory aflertion on the part of Mn . 
Goldby, that he was of opinion nothing 
could fave the girl's life but the experiment 
propofed. Mrs^SavilleconfentedtoSophia^'s' 
remoyal, and early in September the tra- 
vellers fet out for Falmouth, under the 
dcort of Mr. Goldby and Mrs. Nuttley , 
who after two months' refidence in madamc 
Granger's *' paradife" returned to Ei^land. 
The voyage, though tedious, had been 
falurary to the invalid, and the phyficlans 
had a reafonable ground for hope, by finding 
the heftic fymptoms leflening every day. 
Her youth and madame Granger's vigilance 
aflifted their prefcriptions, and in a year 
Sophia was again recovered to comparative 
health- From this time madame Granger 

had 
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had a recompenfe^ &r which flie had madd 
no calculations. Sophia's improyemenib 
conftituted her firfl: enjoymaits ; and in the 
confdquihefs of having .fcimed her to be an 
6b]e& for general praife and efleem, flie for* 
got for a time the uncertain tenure by wMch 
{he retained the pride and comfort of her 
own exiftence. C^leding around her d^e 
beft and moil cultivated fodety^ (he &ci? 
Etated to her pupil the knowledge and ufe of 
every poUtelangiiage^ and law with* mater* 
nal delight the (lender and ddicate girl gnu 
dually exhibiting all the graces of youdi and 
health, with the modefty and fweetnefs of a 
meek and femjnine temper and a well in^^ 
formed underftanding. 

Mr. Goldby's interference had been more 
ulefiil to madame Granger than the reports 
which reached England by means of thofe 
who had feen Sophia dining their fearch for 
health. Madame Granger^s pupil was the 
elaborate theme, of praife and admiration of 
d^ returned travellers, who conceived that 
they could not more effefbially pleafe Mrs. 

VOL. iiu K Saville, 



BviOkf or better gratify tiie caoiafity of 
thefifter, tbanbydeficantiiigQfi tiBlbiQed. 
The mother thought the giri's head vould be 
turned, by feeing the whole corps ^phwm- 
iique bowing and complimentii^ arouiid 
her) and that a girl of fixteen had fime- 
ihing better to do than to figure ma drde 
every eVenlng« Mr. Goldby majntajned 
that fuch circles as madame Gnmger'swere, 
under her guidance, the beft paths to wi& 
dom and difcretion) and that if Sophia were 
recalled (he wotJd be dead in a year. More 
was included in this predidion than met the 
ear. The mother underftood him; for flie 
perfectly knew that Amelia had not forgotten 
*• the art of tormenting/' 

She was aware that Amdk already dread- 
ed the return of a fiftar to precede her in the 
notice of the world j and (he quietly permit- 
ted madame Granger to enjoy a blef&ng 
which ihe well knew fhe fliould not find to 
be one under her own roof. But whea this 
^* charming daughta-" approached her eigh- 
teenth year, and Mrs. Saville heard every 

one 
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one afldng her, with expfeffions of furpitfe, 
** how fhe contrived to Uve without fo fweet 
a girl!'' fhe thought it time to renew her 
claims to the' maternal charader; and fhe 
peremptorily gave Mr. Goldby to under- 
fland, that fhe could not be fatisfied with an 
abfence fo ufelefsly procrafUnated. He en- 
gaged to be in Lifbon for the purpofe of re- 
floring to her the " long bamshed Sophia:'* 
and he kept his promife; for early in the 
autumn he was an inmate with madame 
Granger: and the preparations for Sophia's 
return and madame Granger's vifit to Mrs. 
Saville were in forwardnefs, when Sophia 
was attacked by the meafles, and was for 
fome days extremely ill. Her medical friend 
percdved at once all the confequences likely 
to refult to a patient fo delicate as Sophia, 
from a change to a climate fo obvioufly uUp 
friendly to the cough which is incident to 
this malady. He cautbned Mr. Goldby on 
the fubjed; who without lofs of time tran^ 
mitted to her mother the caufe of their delay, 
and his refolution of paffing the winter with 

his 
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lus Lifboa fiiends* Mc^ Saville confoled 
beifelf under this difs^pdimment, by intro- 
dnciBg into ibdety herbeautifiil and acccno- 
pttibed .Amefia, who had iiaAt attained her 
ieveocteeoth year, and whofe pretenfions to 
general admiration and fatvour none were dit 
pofed to depute. 

Hie winter pafledlu^july on both fides of 
the water, and die time s^^oadied for the 
jq^>earance of the expeded madame GraiK- 
ger and her companions. AU was in readi- 
nels in Ctifibrd-ftreet; and ev^ hour was 
counted by Mis. Saville, who fek the mo- 
ther bufy in her bofomin proportbnas&ncy 
dwelt on the r^utation of her daughter. At 
this moment fhe received a viiit of ceremony 
from 2L^ young baronet and his uncle. Hiefe 
gentlemen were recently returned from the 
continent afiar an afa&nce from England^ 
{prolonged beyond die ufual period given 
ior what is called t3ie Grand Tour; and 
which time had 1>een affiduouily culdvated by 
iir George Lifter under the gifidance of his 
uncle, guardian, and friend. ^ 

Mrs« 
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agreement, adjourned to the niufic parlour: 
here Amelia difplayed a voice and an execu- 
tion well calculated to fefcinate fir George, 
who was not only an amateur, but a capital 
performer on the violoncdlo. Songfucceeded 
fong, and concerto followed concerto. Sir 
George was charmed with the melody of a 
voice which few can equal. And to the libe-. 
ral praife he bellowed on this endowment of 
nature, was added his tribute to the fkill of 
Amelia's mufic-mafter. In the midft of an 
Italian fong, in which Amelia, freed from 
the timidity natural to her age, was poiuing 
forth her melodious notes, the door of the 
apartment was fuddenly opened, and Mr. 
Goldby with eager joy introduced Sophia 
and her dear madaine Granger. Mrs. Sa^* 
ville, furprifed, yielded to the fweet impulfe 
of the moment : fhe rufhed to meet the em- 
brace of her child, who, finking into her 
arms, mingled her tears with her mother's, 
and fobbing laid, ** Oh, I am too happy!'* 
Madame Granger was welcomed by the furr 
rounding friends of the family with demoiw 

ftradon9 
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£diqr, cookl not h^ comTminiratiftg to Her 
dai^Iitar a portion of her own chimerical 
hq>e8. The rank, thefortune, the pofonal 
advantages of fir George were poiirtrayed 
and highly extolled; and the fubjed finifhed 
by Mrs. Saville's faying, **flie well knew his 
nnde ardently wifhed to fee him married, 
and fhe was certain that a daughter of his 
<^d and intimate firiend Mr. Saville would 
not want his intereft to recommend her to 
his nephew/* 

The youthful and ambitious Amelia from 
that moment thought herfelf fecure, and pre- 
pared for a conqueft worthy of her. A 
fmall family psuty afiembled to meet the tra- 
vellers, and all was eafe and cheerfulnefs 
around Mrs. SaviUe's well ordered table. 

Amelia was elated by the vifible admira*^ 
tion which her beauty had produced in the 
baronet's mind. He was gay and affiduous. 
She thought him handfome and agreeable, 
and by much the befl drefled man fhe had 
ever feen. 

After dinner, the circle, by common 

agreement. 
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bad fiibfideidy but her humid eyes added to 
the foft expreflion of gratified tendemefs a 
glow of delight which gave animation to a 
&ce conmionly judged too pale, for her 
complexion was remarkable for its delicacy. 
She had unconfcioufly taken off her riding** 
hat, and by this means gave freedom to a 
profufion of very light auburn hair, which 
fell in difordered ringlets on her forehead cind 
ihoulders. She rofe to receive the ftranger's 
complim&t, and with a fweet fmile told 
him, that if abfence from thofe he loved had 
been, like hers, balanced by fuch happinefs as 
(he then experienced, fhe could not for an 
inflant doubt of the fmcerity of his congra-- 
tnlations. Amelia now propofed retiring with 
her fifler to her drefHng-room : but this mo* 
dcm was overruled. The travellers had flept 
at Springwood. No one was fatigued, and 
the converlation became eafy and pleafant. 

Sir George Lifter admired beauty; but 
be was fuperior to its fafdnating powers over 
the \mderftauding. He had, without any 
hazard of his peace, adaured die beautiful 

Amelia 
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ftradons of pleafure arid gratitude. Amelia 
had advatited, and with fome emotion had 
taken the hslnd of Sophia. She felt the 
preffurcj and heard the fifter's welcome. She 
turned from her mother's bofom, and, ex- 
tending her arms, exclaimed, "My dear fifieri 
my dear Amdia! let this embrace imite us 
for ever.** The girls wqpt, and a paufe en- 
fued. 

Sir George arid his uncle, who, during 
this tumultuous fcene of joy, had retired to 
the bow window ^ unobferved fpeOators, 
were now perceived by Mr. Goldby, who, 
with all die franknefe and ardour of his na^ 
tur'e, welcomed his old acquaintance, and, 
leizmg fir George's hand, faid, *' Come, let 
nie introduce you to my girl, who has been 
as long a ftranger to her own country as 
yourfelf : and to truft to appeas^ances," added 
the good old man, fhakmg the uricle's hand, 
*^ neidier you nor myfelf have b^n lofing our 
'time." The baronet, " nothing loth,** fol- 
lowed his condudor. Sophia was feated be- 
tween her molfcer and fitter. Her agitation 

had 
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tecolledmg the ** nonfenfe** flie had heard 
from the mouths of travellers who had been 
at Liibon^ relative to a girl whom Ihe was 
certain they had never known. This delu- 
fion on the part of vanity was for a time 
ufeful, and fupported Amelia in thofe ex- 
ternal compliances which decormn exaded 
in refpeft to her fitter, who had apparently 
forgotten every fhadow of former offence, 
and who thought her, what in truth ihe was, 
a moil lovely and accomplifhed young wo* 
man. Harmony was thus feemingly efta- 
bliflied, and Mrs. Saville's houfe was the 
abode of cheerfulnefs. 

Madame Granger, in whofe mind the 
banks of the Tagus had receded in the fame 
degr^ as her intereft in Sophia became the 
governing principle of her life, liftened with 
complacency to Mrs. Saville's entreaties 
of pafling fome months with her; and Mr. 
Goldby gave her plainly to underftand, that 
months would not content him. 

The various engagements that the return 
of Sqrfiia occafioned now yielded to the 

ufual 
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ufual i-dutJne of Mrs; Savilfe'a life; and flie 
began to cohfider iwth curiofity fir Geca^, 
who, as well as his uncle, imas becotne a 
very frequent gueft. iThe unaffeded gaiety 
of his manners, and the (hid propriety of 
his condud, led to txo difcovery which cotild 
Iktisfy Mrs. Saville, She perceived only that 
he was betome a favourite with all her 
family connexions, the idol of Mr. Goldby, 
and the fhadow of madame Granger. Ame- 
lia's penetration went beyond her mother's^ 
and her wounded vanity fought its cure in 
an affumed indifference. Her refentmettt, 
fhe conceived, had an obged within its p6wer 
and reach, and fhe began to fhow Sophia 
that fhe had not fbrgbttto the difputes of the 
nurfay. But, to her ^treme furprirc, fhe 
found a Calm and fleady rebuke, in the 
place of the fubxhifCon which fhe had ex* 
pcfted. The ^^ontefts of childhood could not 
be again renewed, and the mild and cburte- 
ous behaviour of Sophia baffled her petu- 
hncse and overfeiwed her rudcnefe*. The wdrk- 
ings of her little malfcce.wtre aniwered by 
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realbn^ ordifregarded; and Amelia received 
from the well-govemed temper and foperioi* 
imderftanding of her fifter a defeat, which, 
in proportioa as it morticed her, increafed 
the maiignky of her heart. 

Str George fooii removed all Mrs. Sav^le's 
tbuhts by an appiicadoa for her confent 
and cohcurrence in the purpofes of his 
heart; and Lneed' not fay that Sophia was 
the ck^eSt it fought. His overtures were 
KKxbfei with more {lately referve than the 
occafian ' called for; but as Mrs. Saville 
tvtfely coBfidered that her rejection of fir 
George for one of her daughters TOuld not 
trith any probability of fucce& fecure hkn 
£3r li^ other; and as he had contrived to 
havea friend in every member of her hu£- 
band's £anily^ fhe Jbund a difficulty in re^ 
|)refling his hopes, or filendng his folid- 
tatbns. Her Etvourable opinion of his 
merit had been loudly proclaimed; his 
fortune and his rank had yet their allure- 
ments ; and Mrs. Saville fubmitted, with 
a filent contempt for his preference, to 

pretenfions 
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ufualfdutjne of Mrs;SaviIie'8life; andllie 
began to cohfider ^th curiofity fir Gewge, 
who, as well as his uncle, yiirzs becoihe a 
vei*y frequent gueft. iTie unaffefted gaiety 
of his manners, and the (hid propriety of 
his condud) led to no difcovery which ioixld 
fatisfy Mrs. Saville, She perceived only that 
he was befcome a favourite with all her 
femily connexions, the idol of Mr. Goldby, 
and the fhadow of madame Granger. Ame- 
lia's penetration went beyond her moth«**s^ 
and her woimded vanity fought its cure in 
an affumed indifference. Her refentment, 
fhe conceived, had an obged within its p6wer 
and reach, and fhe began to fhow Sophia 
that fhe had not fbrgbttto the difput^ of the 
nurfay. But, to her extreme furprirc, fhe 
found a calm and ftcady rebuke, in the 
place of the fubihiflion which fhe had .ex* 
pefted. The <5ontefts of childhood could not 
be again renewed, and the mild and cburte- 
ous behaviour of Sophia baffled her petu^ 
hncse and overfeiwed her rudcnefe*. The wdrk- 
ings of her little maUcewtre tniwer^ by 
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^ vms not long m difcovering that the leaven 
ftill predommated in her fifler's heart; but 
the cautious and dignified girl fo conduced 
herfelf that it required fome ingenuity to 
find a fubjed for difpute. Caprice was un- 
heeded, requefts were indulged, and rude- 
nefc was gendy rebuked, by obferving ' that 
they were no longer children/ Mifs Amelia 
attempted to make a ufeful inflrument of 
me: fhe told Mrs. Saville that Sophia loved 
no one but her dear madame Granger. Un- 
fortunately Mrs. Saville had herself taken a 
fancy to madame Granger, and faw litde 
for furprife in an attachment ' fo natural,* 
to ufe her own words. Foiled in this at- 
tempt fhe tried another. It facceeded better. 
**%Irs. Saville became offended by Mr. 
Goldby's conflantly calling Sophia ' his 
girl', and following her like her fhadow, 
whilfl poor Amelia was fcarcely noticed." 
The frank-hearted Mr. Goldby acknowledged 
the charge, and alleged for his apology 
certain figns of contempt for him and ill 
humour to all which mifs Amelia had per- 
mitted 
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mitted to dcape her. * She is a beauty/ 
added the old gentleman, * who cannot 
bear to fee a rival near the throne. Let fir 
George fettle this bufinefe. When Sophia is 
married, I may fall in love with Amelia. • 
The mother, unprovided widi any reafonable 
arguments for poftponing the marriage^ 
yielded a cold confent for its being concluded 
in the fpring; and fir George made his bow 
of tharfts for a conceffion in his favour 
which his merit and fortune might have re- 
quired to have been more gracioufly made* 
B^t even this term of expeftation was ren^ 
dered vexatious by the fertile expedients 
which this mifchievous girl employed. She 
became fond of her future brother, teafed 
him with her monkey tricks and cflildifh 
playfulnels ; and when, weary of her folly, he 
endeavoured to divert it from himfelf, fhe 
would with a farcalKc fmile obferve that 
Sophia looked as jealous as a wife and as old 
as ' Lady Reftlefs.' The perfect dilregard 
Ihown to fpeeches of this kind had their 
eSe&i but Mrs. Saville innocently helped 

her 
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her to another trial of St>phla's tetnpet*. 
Unequal to the late hours in London, fhe 
had found by experience that neither h^ 
health nor pieafures were eqiol to public 
places and crouded apartments. Amelia 
was never contented at home; and the fai> 
tigued Mrs. Saville fowad fir George an ufe> 
fel efcort, and an afhduous proteiftor in the 
tumuh of a fafhionable pkce of rendezvous. 
**'One evening poor fir George was funb. 
moned to his exaded duty from Sophia'^ 
fide^ who was ilightly indifpofed with acold 
His rueful looks excited my mirth^ and he 
quitted us with undiflembled vexation, well 
knowing the latenefe of the hour when the 
afiembly would break up. We retked to our 
fepde, and fufpended our curiofity t8l the 
break£dling hour of the ladies: it was a lat^ 
one; attd our inquiries were fuddenly checks 
cd by mift Amelia's formal complaint of ^ 
impertinence and offidooTnefe of fir George 
Lifler, whde behaviour was ktolerable! 
Mis. Sa[Tme's defence of the sA>fent culprit 
was not left wann, and in her refemmem 
VOL. III. L -fhe 
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^ &«N^ rStm ftm tlood in OBcd o£x^ 
(^H>rt«^ I a4t^ x> check her bt piabik. Wi! 
wiM^ :^H««^^ md jr icsu^cfa vraderftood tint 
^^ hH«i«f;4,^«iife«A wd br finr die naoit de» 
ie<«vt» i0<(f4i AehenM«& hadapfiiiedtothefn:^ 
>^ ^ '^^ t«t*^iHMU» to intznince-him as i 
^^^HJMe M^ iWr lMBdindK«iaaBb ^Qii 

^'^<'it^*« ^»ri il g turn OUttD Xn^* rtimitmxj*>A 

'^H^ ^(w;# hd0f^i^0t^ « ] inftanadbr DQcoUededtiiai: 
' ^<s* tN4ft l^iiii a Irv miMnungs fince in 
i Hi^lHv'st MClk)«i foott, ann and aim vndt 

**H' vi^Mitj( d«iK# erf y irfio prcfeflttfl d 

t»iiu Hf ^VMk^of UsportT. I mnfrqapwdr 
H^ w'^t 4» «i4(ttid€Ciice vidi his raps^ and 

^ ^H^ Ih Hwt^ feeing bsBX adMDce, per* 
i>4^^^>^Uy iktilared to Bf nkathor diat I 
ihx4^iit Hk4 iiance irilh a ftnnger^ dKpaS- 
^Ua^ t<*» t^virt^ being m her Jbdetf viider ai^ 
^'^ MWt ind, before I amid Ipeak, my 
^4W (^IlillrMCDgagaltodwtabQiiiiiiav 
^^^Kii^vrtm, tnycoufin William. Coloiiel 
VMUh^hI, K>r thsit ii hjsname, looked fur- 
V'^^H^vU Alkt wt*ll b« might! but he politely 

pleaded 
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pleaded my late condefcenfion. I cannot 
rettaft my promife, faid my mother to him^ 
coldly quitting her feat, and drawing me into 
the croud. But I attribute all this rudenefs to 
fir George, who affumes an authority in this 
family to which I will not fubmit/ The mo- 
ther in her turn related this vexatious cir- 
cimiftance, and reminded mifs Amelia that 
fir George had told her in their way home 
that colonel Ofmond was a gambler by pro- 
feffion, and purfued a courfe of profligacy 
which was not tolerated even in Paris, where 
he was excluded from every refpedable fo- 
dety. * What, I fuppofe,* faid Amelia with 
contempt, * fit>m fuch refpe^ble fociety as 
fir George lifter and his Jofeph Andrews! 
Be diis as it may, in London colonel Ofmond 
18 the Britifli officer, and a gentleman \x4io 
will not fuffer this rudenefs to pais unnoticed. 
i (aw that he perfedly underftood the impe* 
ifiment to his approaches, and the imperti- 
nence which produced it/ Poor Sophia 
turned pale, and a burft of tears prevented 
her fainting: the well known knock was 

given. 
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jhe hinted that flie ffood in need of a (If 
George Lifter to check her in public. We 
were filent, and at length underftood that 
the handfomeft and by far the moft ele* 
gant itian in the room hlsid applied to the maf> 
ter of thi ceremonies to introduce him as a 
candidate fot her hand in the dande. ' On 
Norris*s fiointing him out to ihe,* (iontinued 
the fair narrator, * I inftantly reCoUefted that 
I had feen him a few mornings fince in 
Chriftie's aufliion rooxta, arm and arm with 

the young duke of ^-^, who pr^oited 

him to the ladies of his party. I confequendy 
bowed in acquiefcence with his requeft, and 
Norris Itft me in order to conduft him to me; 
when fir George^ feeing him advance, p^- 
eiiiptdrily declared t6 my mother that I 
fliould not dance with a ftranger, difquali- 
fifed for eveS* being in her fociety under any 
other tide ; and, before I could fpeak, my 
mother fdid I was engaged to that abomina- . 
blefcare-crow, my coufm William.. Colonel 
Ofmond, fdr that is his name, looked fur« 
prifed, and well he might! but he politely 

pleaded 
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gtxxinatui^ modier aUowed that Clara had 
fome reofon for the accu&tion, having been 
her conftant companion till fiie went into pub* 
lie. Amelia confefled that flie had been ta 
blame; but the affair >;t^as made %p, and fhe 
would convince milb Froft that^ diough gid* 
dy, (he ^as not ungrateful. Thefe concef- 
(ions led to the accoimt of mifs Froft^s moi> 
ther; ' An invalid...«not too affluent.. ..but^ 
as an officer's widow, faw good company a( 
faer card pardes.' She \kras at this period 
confined to her bed-room with the rheuxiia^ 
tifm; and iii the drdour of reneinred fiiend- 
(hip a •frame of en*roidery was fent to 
. Clara's in ofder to work there, and amuf<^ 
the poor pfifbnei*. Sir Gedi^ was left to 
his ^ M nonfenfe/ and Stfphia to pr^par^ 
her bridal ornaments. 

"tt is neceffiuymy dearMr&Palmdrfkme/^ 
coftdnued madame Granger, ** that I here 
mention an incident which will have its im- 
portance before I finiflx my Aory\ in the 
mean time fufferit to pafe as one of the ejfe- 
toip)«s in favour of a eourte^ms and fweet 

temper. 
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giv^i^ and fir Qeorge entered the tocm. The 
C^ufe qi Stophia's silajrm and diforder was 
fof>|i explained by 9ie> and^vith the utnic^ 
fer^H#i^ he ^fUred Soph^ that there wa$ 
notihixig ia Ms conduct to. provoke the re- 
faatuxeut of the ixoWe colonel Qfinood, how- 
earor unfortunately hfe interference had ope- 
rated with her fitter. * He k^jsw pke, ■ added 
h^y ^ a,nd he Ijjiew thstf: I ^yas no ftroBgerto 
ki& ch^ra^Qr: iny difcretion wUl content 
bun in i^ture, wkhpii^t dating wtb oxy £adir 
^#<^n*. The event ywfed this obferva^©^; 
4ye heard jno more of colpnel Ofnsbondk*' 
, - ^<^ 5'W5 ftretch of broth«-ly authority pro^ 
babhjr produced a new whiiin,>^hich however 
jrrelievedthe moiiher and the gebtlemaa-ulher 
feom their fetiguing offices. A reconciliadDn 
took place betweenioxifs^ Amelia andherfe&r 
rimentai ftiead^ a.mifs Clara Froft, vsrhck 
refidence was in the fame ftreet, md vn&M 
half a do25en. doors of Mrs.Saville'a bat^^k^ 
We had never feen this amiable young lady^ 
whofe feelings hadbeen wounded by the fup«- 
pofed Begle^ of mife Savilb : and the 

good- 
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, with a fxnile of benevolence, fhe bade her 
open, and then fhow to her employer, as a 
pnx)f that (he had been detained by mifs Sa- 
▼ille. In this paper fhe had folded up half-a- 
guinea, obferving to me that the poor thing 
could not wear her clothes again without 
waihing. There was nothing in this a£bion 
to furprife me, though it did Mrs. Savillej.and, 
with fome emotion in her manner, fhe fadd, 
* You are a good creature Sophia!' Nothing 
more was added^ and we forgot this proof of 
confideration for the comforts oi others, in 
the uniform attention which Sophia gave to 
tbofe around her« 

** In April the whole family removed to 
Mrs. Saville's houfe near Reading; and Mr. 
Goldby, who would now bear no contradic- 
don, infilled that fir George fhould not be 
refiifed a neft in that houfe, in which in a 
few days he would have the claims of a fon. 
Grateful for a hiunificence which had placed 
Sophia on an equality with fir George, in 
the eyes of prudent calculators, Mrs. SaviHe 
yielded with a good grace to this infringe-. 

meat 
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; id die &W8 of edquetle ; and^ vcm hy 
his merit, and flattered by aa alliance fjo re« 
fpedabk, (he became proud of bar \future 
fixHn-law, and cordially fcnrgave him hia 
preference of Sqihia. The lavryers and fir 
George -ware ftiU tardy; but we were happy 
vtd gay. Mifs A|peiia was now a new cba^ 
ra^^r ; and, with all thc^ • enthufiafin of her 
dear mik Froft, flie talked in raptures of the 
charms of rural life» the rifing fun, the ra- 
diant mildn^ of the moon, the enameled 
meads, and- the tuneful chorifters of the 
gro^e. And we concluded, by dtie pun^ku- 
ality and fize of her letters to ber dear Clara, 
that fhe am^fed her f6g^ and gratified her 
own fasbcy by fending h^r the poetical efiu- 
fionsof her p^^ Sk George, who 1^ loft; 
his dread of off^ding Mrs^ SayiUe in the 
enjoyment of her favour, telaxed ia his fub- 
miifioQs to h&r idol. He was an ^arly rifer 
and walked before breakf^* Once or twice 
he encowt^ed mifs ArnqH^k in thefe walks,^ 
who returned with him^ m the highdl; fpirits, 
axui weaned us with ha* mbUme d^^ipiions 

of 
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of fceaeiy never before enjoyed by hfen 61^ 
George fli^dy wrenched his ancle, as he 
saidj and he rode before breakfaii, taking 
his fervant and his dog Tvith him. At ihii 
junfture Mr. Goldby had an attack from 
the gout, and we became more ftationary: 
fir George was our lefturer,, and mifs Ame- 
fia, forgetting the charms of nature, endea- 
voured to rival Mn Goldby*8 * dear nurfe* 
in her affiduities in the fick room; which 
was foon, however, cheerful; for neither the 
crutches nor cloth-ihoe could damp the fa« 
tis£aidioiroftheworthyoldman« Recounted 
the days as they pafied, and engaged to dance 
at the wedding without either of Us ihackles, 
though he had only fix days grace before 
him to get on his legs. At tl^ precife pe- 
nod oxir female Macfaiavel judged it time for 
her coup d'efisd, which was intended to 
phmge her whole family into defpair. On 
retiring for the night, fhe accidentally heard 
fir George lay that he fhould not want his 
horfe, meaning to walk to a gentleman'^ 
hoofe in our neighbourhood. To his^vex* 

adon. 
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ation, as it will foon appear, he faw nufo 
Amelia in his path, who, with great gaiety 
faluting him, afked him whether his engage-i 
jtient was to breakfaft at Mn Nefbit's. He 
replied in the negative; but with fome helita- 
tion added, ' unlefs he forces me to flay/ 'He 
will hardly do that,' anfwered fhe, ' for his 
groom paffed me five minutes fince and told 
me his mafter was at Reading, So we will have 
a ramble and return together/ Sir George 
had no negative ready for this propofal, and 
they took a circuitous roimd to the park, 
mifs Amelia being the leader. Onnhdr re- 
turn to the houfe, which was at our break- 
faft hour, fir Geoige found ^ophia and my- 
lidf in the garden, quietly waiting the tru-? 
ant's return, and perfeQ:ly at oureaferin 
refpeft to Amelia, one of the men fervants 
having met the wanderers, and told, me that 
they were walking together. Sir George wa& 
difco^tipofed, and heated by the fun; he lat 
down and conlplairied of fatigue, and taking 
off his hat, and wipfaig his manly and glow- 
ing face, he added, I fliall not be furprifed 

if 
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if your lifter has walked up a fever this morn- 
ing; (he is fo weary and heated, that (he is 
gone to her room, left her mother fliould be 
angry at her imprudence. Why did you 
permit her to walkfo long, and fo £ir, aiked 
!• ^ I remonftrated/ anfwered he gravely, 
* but it was in vain ; Ihe would perfift in her 
folly." We entered thebreakfeft room; and 
on being told that Amelia was with her mo- 
ther, quietly jftroceeded to our morning re- 
paft, of which Mr. Goldhy parto<5k for the 
firft time fmce his cqpvaiefcence/ Inle& 
than an hour he was fummoned: ^Mrs. 
Saville wanted to fpeak to him ;* and the 
maid fervant who delivered this meflage told 
U8 that mils Amelia was, fhe believed, 
aileep in her lady's bed; being quite oyer* 
come by her walk, and lu^f dead with the 
beadaclu' 

' ** Sir George took the newspapers and be- 
gan to read, and we applied to our work- 
bags. Somedme elapfed; when the door 
opened, and Mr. Goldby, with an inflamed 
countenance, and a total forgetfulnelsof hjy 

cratches. 
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crutches, ent«^ the room; and finking 
into a great chair yielded for fome moments 
to the violence of his paffion. * By G-d!' 
faid he, eameftly looking at fir George, *I 
believe it is all a lie! you are not a villain^ 
It is impoffible! and I will fiipport your ho* 
nour with my life, if it l?e tieceffary. Order 
your chaife: we muft leave this infernal 
houfe for a time. Sophia,* added he, ^be easy^ 
I am your4)rcfeftor; and in the abfetice of 
this man, believeliim to be an injured one* 
I am fure of it; for 410 one who defenres the 
name of mhn could have merited the accu-^ 
fadon with which" he flandsl charged by your 
filler : but I know her,' added he, gnafliing 
his teeth, * and bitterly ihall flie repent of 
this mifchief !* Sir George, pale abd mute 
with furprife and difmay, turned toward* 
Sophia his imploring, anxious looks. She 
Was collefted and calm, and rifing took her 
uncle*s hand. * If,* faid (he, *any additional 
fupport were neceflary to this trial of my 
fortitude and patience, beyond that wHcH 
Providence has gracioufly fuppBed, I fhould 

find 
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^d il in the fuftaimng proof that you are 
the vindicator of fir George Lifter j and that 
iHy confidence in his priniciples, and faith in 
\m love, defended by fuch an advocate, C2ffi* 
liot be cenfiired as the woma^i's weaknefs^ 
But your So^hia^ my d^ar and revered 
faiker and beft friend, fchas a joy you know 
not yet, though you live only for. her happi- 
nefe! I ifiH have the pride of heart of fhow- 
iog to you and all the world, ifjt be necef- 
fiury, that fir George Lifter is ftilT worthy, of 
the good man's, favour^iad confidence. $u£- 
pend your departure. It is h^e that your 
I»:efimce is needfuL I aifk going to* my pior 
ther« Ahs!' added (he, burfling into tears, 
* I cmftot fave her from anguiih, though I 
can fir George from the ftigma of difhonour/ 
She beckoned me to follow her, and inftantly 
quitted the gendemen. 

" We repaired to Mrs. Saville's bed room; 
ihe vafl ftill greatly agitated,, and refentment 
a[^>earcdin her glowing cheek and difturbed 
^. On our entering, Amdia was on the bed 
and weq»g. She concealed her &ce in th^ 

pillows. 
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rrfpeftmg her health. * I*wifl>ed/ obferved 
the mother with an air of vexation j * to have 
had an hour to myfelf ; but my orders were 
not otrferved. That poor girl has already 
talked too much/— I made a motion to retire* 
♦•./ Nay, flay/ continued {he, * I ihal^need 
you; and I fliall know no peace till my mind 
k reIieved.\...Amelia fobbed.....* It would 
not furprize me,* continued the anxious mo- 
ther, ' if, what with the events of this niom* 
ing, and the brutalitjiy for fueh I will call it, 
of Mn Goldby's behaviour, Ihe Ihould have a 
feiious illnefe. But you muft,* continued 
Ihe, addreffing Sophia, * be made acquainted 
with circumftances diftreffing to me to relate 
b^ore Mr. Lifter's arrival. It is indifpenfably 
neceflkry that you fhould know that an al- 
liance in his family is now impoffible.* I 
looked,'* faid madame Granger, ** with ter- 
ror on my child. She was ftill calm and un* 
moved ; and with an unfaultering voice, beg- 
ged her mother to proceed 'Your uncle,* 

continued Mrs. Saville with indignation, 

* might 
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• might have fpared me this painful duty; 
but he prefers the vindication^ fir George 
Lifter to the honour of his o^ nieces; and 
the obligation remains with your mothei*- 
to tell you that fir George is a villain.^ 
Again/* fai^ madame Granger, *' I c^ 
a fearful glance at my Sophia... A fenous and 
femie attention met my eye. * You hav^* 
£dd Mrs. Saville, * been the dupe of profet 
fions, long flnce the malk of a corrupt heart. 
Your sister is the objeft of his purfuits. She 
has for fome time fufpefted this mifchief, and 
from regard for you has not only concealed 
thofefuffHcions, but has even impeded on her 
own judgment. Since we have been here 
her obfervations have been painfully eluci«> 
dated. An open avowal, on the part of fir 
George, of his change of fentiments, has in^* 
fulted and (hocked her. With an open decku 
ration of her fcom, (he attempted to awaken 
in his mind a regard to his honour, and 
to replace in his heart a confideration for the 
woman whofe affe^ons be had folicited 
and gained. The traitor deceived her by a 

femblance 
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that in fecret I fllould not difapprove of their ^ 

leddng their common happinefe.* Speak the^ 

word and we are in the road to. it?, faid he,. 

looking again with eager curiofity toward^ 

the tumi^ke-gate ; at which file now per- 

oeiyed a man ftanding and evidently pb- 

ferving them. She arofe with terror, and^ 

in feigned' attrition to his difcourfe, turned* 

m hafte to the^path which ftie knew would* 

probsJ^ly afford her fome protection, as it is 

the one conftantly taken .by the villagers; 

amd haj^y (he met in a few minutes two 

women and a man who were coming to the 

hatf. Thdr fturdy pace obliged her to walk 

byeyond her nearly exhaufted ftrengtll ; and, 

on entering my room, which was the firft flie 

reached, where flie could unobfervedly col- 

tefit her fpirits to meet the femily at the 

breakfiaft-table, fee, toherfurprife, found me 

ftSIin bed; and, ahnoft faulting with terror 

and fatigue, yidded to my intreaties a fecret 

too long kept, and which nothing lefs than 

the motives which governed her could cr- 

TOL. III. M cufe. 
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cufe^ But thefe arofe as much from her in- 
experience a$ from her affe£tion to you; and 
you will blefs hex for a difcovery that will 
bsjouih for tier a man fo bafe and fo un- 
worthy of you/ 

*^ The mother paufed, and with eager 
kK)k$ exjxxted Sophia's reply. My heart 
beiit with undefinable emotion when I law 
Sophii with an undiilurbed countenance 
ilowly draw from her pocket-book a letter. 
i>he held it open in her hand, and, turning 
to her filler* iaid with fevere though nuld 
digtuty, ^ Amelia, do you acknowledge this 
%oatuife for yours?* A fcream inftsuitly 
followed the interrogaUon,and,haftily fpring- 
ing from the bed, Amelia violently attempted 
to feixe the letter. * That muft not be yet,' 
fidd Sophia, rqpelling her* * You muft pa- 
tiently wait forit* If this cannot be in the 
prefence of an injured fifta^, retire.' She 
waved her hand with an air of command; the 
confounded culprit ftood abalhed before her; 
^d the mother furveyed her with aftonilh- 

ment. 
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ment. * Do you wifh, unhappy girl, to hear 
your condemnation ?* faid Sophia with col- 
lefted firmnefs: * be it fo ; but know that I 
fliall extenuate nothing. That heart muft be 
probed to the quick ere it is healed. My 
dear mother/ continued the foftened So- 
phia, * I pity you ; but this is no time to 
diflemble. To attribute this young creature's 
prefent difpofitions to your indulgence is 
more the command of my reafon than the 
purpofe of my heart. I have lamented your 
partiality more fiom the confequences arif- 
ing from it to my fifter, than from having 
permitted it to wear the appearance of in- 
juftice to myfelf. I have endeavoured to gain 
your efteem, and I trufted with confidence to 
principles too firmly eftabliflied in the heart 
of my mother to be fubdued by involuntary 
weaknefe and habitual fondnefs. On my re- 
turn home I flattered myfelf with the hope 
that the childifli jealoufies of our early years 
were effiaced from the mind of my fifter. In 
my own I found pure affeftion, and the ar- 
dent 
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def^ wtlh for her love and fiieodSiip; but I 
wa» difappointed, and perfefflr cmmiRred 
that the heart of Ame&i would never besttm 
MJnkyn with mine, I fubmitted to an evif 
without remedy. I was nother unjuft nor 
out i>( humour at a difcovery fo pamfiit; I 
cv>ntented myfelf with obferving a condud: 
K>Hitnfe her that gave me a claim at leaft 
H> that jjide<)ion which Ihe denies me/ Mrs. 
J^villc kH>kwl dlfconcerted. ^ I Qiould have 
hv>jx\l^ bid Ihe very haughtily, ' that this 
hvHitt wv>uld not have been that of complaint 
.t^^HHut Yv>ur fiftrr, or refleSion on my con- 
vIKkK But pray what does that paper con- 
(n*H v^NkN has any reference to the fubjeft 
v»* .H ^ ii^vlviU concern? and what meant your 
^v^i^s^r ^v^ Amelia V * Iwffl ftay no longer,' 
V* Kv^ ' K^ fol4>}ng girl; ^ I wiD not febnit to 
iKiv •.♦\N«ou>i\t!* and with violence fhe quit- 
>\t ^^v" ^\\tfn. Sophia, with vifible enotioni 
\;»'>^ .kKMUhI her aftoniflied mother. ' I 
\\ ^ \\t ^H^, n\ndam, the evidence I now 
\»\o v^' »ho difpfltion of my filler. You\ 

may 
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may rbe fuFprifed when I tell you that I hz\;e 
for fome t^ne been prepared to meet and to 
difappoint her malice. About a fortnight 
fince, I received this letter from London, 
and its envelope is one of Amelia's writing. 
k unfortunately happens that I cannot do 
myfelf juftice without implicating my jgene- 
ro&ty; for her own concerns ftand expofed 
with mine. It is i;ieceffary however that even 
these fliould be known to you; and, in any 
(Other (itu4tion than the peculiar one in which 
*I now ftand with her, I fliould have con- 
ceived it my duty, and the moft unequivo- 
,cal,proof of affeftiop that I could give a fifter, 
to have placed before you the intelligence I 
have in my hands. It is with heartfelt forrow 
th^tl find myfelf obliged to produce this in- 
formation in a way fo contrary to my inten- 
tions, and fo unfriendly to the firft wifli of 
^my foul. This was to save^ nbt' to irritate/ 
tofpare a mother, not to plant a dagger in 
•h^ maternal bofom! Read that letter to my 
mother, my dear madame Granger, /can* 

not,' 
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l^w,' nidevl (he^ cording her bee and 
^ c^^t^Hi^g. 1 obeyed, h was ifireded to mife 
^viUe, mi was as follows: 

^ M\ fuxwrion in life is in all rdpeSs fo 
r<aiu^4c ix\3m yours, that nodiii^ lefe preffing 
30x4 w>\pvma«t ihin the prdent occafioa 
cv*uV4 jui\uy we, even to myfelf, for tbe 
Htetrty i ^3^e in adireiling you. 

^ You «x<^y ho\wvw be able lo recal to 
ai;?mory <^ yom>g perfon whom, about e^ht 
monihs fiaces y<>tt noticed with particular 
kiuduefei \^Kaft t^^king your orders at Mrs. 
lX-% in Su jamts.*s^reet, whore I had been 
fixed ^hive ytws before by my paraits, and 
whvMre 1 hs^d ^cijuired the commendation of 

^ Once 1 h<^d the hcoxotjur of waitii^ upon 
you ixK ('Ufford-ftreet; and, on that occailon, 
I fouud myfelf treated by pu, madam, with 
a coi^ideration ^nd humanity altogether new 
to me. I wa& at that time not tmworthy of 

your 
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your benevolence; for I was innocent, and 
induftrious in an employment which would 
have provided for my wants and the necef- 
lities of my parents. 

' Let it fuiBce that I have been for fome 
weeks the miferable, niined companion of 
colonel Ofmond; and am at prefent deferted 
by him to fufFer in mifery the penalty of 
my prime, Amongft a few articles of his 
wearing apparel which he left in my lodg- 
ings, I found a waiftcoat trinuned with lace, 
and my poverty induced me to fell it. In 
th^ pockets appeared, with fome other ufelefs 
papers, the letter inclofed in this. I alk not 
your pity, madam, for I do not deferve it. 
Loft as I am, this confeffion of my fhame 
calls no blufh to my faded cheek, nor caufes 
one additional throb of anguifli to my burft- 
ing heart. God will be merciful ; and my 
babe and myfelf will foon be fheltered in th*e 
grave.. I live only to give it birth. Should 
I have been the agent of good to you, 
madam, by following the fuggeftions of my 
too f^lly experienced mind, I fhall be grad- 

fied 
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vnoBbk <sf mrJes; aod £dlabitiiev ^^ou 
wciuui ui^neiziD nfiirinMj and raider tbe 
inftuncr <sF a jaikns «b wefli as mjuxed 
TBff^ H 'iwmiri i ' m ft " :"* wqb n bewc of 

IaaK^3«»ia»i3r^eiiBCTgi^ yoaog kdy 

ommimu 1^ ^ksnor ladnM is» as you 

wBi iou^.£»daA»aii&Fxa&^scare. 

MjtJLT TTatsox."' 

ytuisim^ Cx^i3^^ i NmimuA kcr nna- 
thin: ^^dirs.Savii;*?^'** ioaii£a» *^|pri^lQr 

«HMcvi ^^ iii.> peiS^OK ail iiaitlicr iaTcfti- 
fptiook of tJbti^ bu£ae& |311 flie ivas aioee 
QompofkiL ^ N<v ap|>r eaodbindi flie» * I 

«wuii:kEkow9JI^ IwioatftH^iaek!: CanliiHie, 
&X h^%Yca^> fi^e ii^^ttttnttKw It cumot be 

vorfe 
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^worfe than what I expeSk.^ I r^d ^s fcl* 
4ows: 

* On my life your laft letter diverteji 
•ine,although it made me angry. Your wifli^ 
>ki &YOur of Sophia are didated in fuch ^ 
JfiA of Chriftian charity and humility^ ^ 
spears to me to have banifhed all Qth^r 
spirit. But you have failed in making ^ 
'Convert of me. I hate the filler for whoi|i 
you plead, Ofmond. She has been my riv^ 
from my cradle, and, what is more, n^ 
successful rival; and I am determined tp 
^jnrevent her in thofe expeftations which will, 
if completed, eftabliih her fuperiority ov^ 
.me for life. She may at her pleafure cajole 
.and £aiwn my imcle into a will that gives h^r 
^his whde fortune. Why do I lay (he may'? 
I believe Ihe has done it. But I will truft tp 
my influence with my mother for redreis (Hi 
.that point of contention; and, fhould I fail, 
.1 will be confoled if flie be not lady Lifter. 
iDifinifs from your mind the £mcy that I 
'once liked this predfe coxcomb : I have re- 
'Peatedly tald y^u my motives fpr being civfl 

to 






160 

femblance of cojitrition. He piromfed timt 
l^e would end|avour to forget her, and im-» 
plored hrf ^keep a fecret which woiild 
omin him witk his uncle, and deftroy the hap 
pinefe of the woman to whom he fhould make 
the facrifice of his ovm. Amelu engaged to 
hide from every one this> as fhe hoped, 
tranfteiit perfidy; but, dreading left referve 
fliQuld betray h&p contatnirt of the future 
hufband of her fifter, fhe unguardetfiy ex- 
pofisd herfelf to a fecond, and a fiill more in- 
f:^^it aiMl daring attack. This meaning, 
pnder the pretence of trying how fer jBie was 
qbte to match hka as a good walker, which,, 
a^^ihe t^l$ me, arofe from foipethmg faid laft 
night, he led her to the extremity of the 
park, and, confefling himfelf tired with the 
walk, invited her to fit down on the feat 
which commands the high road. He looked 
knpatia>t and in cwifufion to the right and 
tile left; and, on her inquiring for the caaife, 
and aflung ^;rfiom he expefted, in a rhapfody 
ofnonfenfe he unfolded his wicked projejiEt 
He fwore he knew thatihe loved him; and 

Aat 
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diat in fecret I fllould not difapprove of thek^ 
(eeking their common happinefe.* Speak the^ 
word and we are in the road to. iti, faid he,, 
looking again with eager curiofity toward* 
the turnpike-gate; at which file now per- 
ceiyed a man ftanding and evidently pb- 
ferving them. She arofe with terror, and^ 
in feigned' att^idoii to his difcourfe, turned* 
m hafte to the path which ftie knew would* 
probably afibrd her fome proteftion, as it is 
the one conftantly taken .by the villagers; 
»d haj^ily Ihe met in a few minutes two 
women and a man who were coming to the 
hair. Thdr fturdy pace obliged her to walk 
byeyond her nearly exhaufted ftrength; and, 
on entering my room, which was the firft flie 
reached, where flie could unoMervedly col- 
led her fpirits to meet the fcumily at the 
break&ft-table, fee, toherfurprife, found me 
ftSIin bed; and, abnod fainting with terror 
and fatigue, yidded to my intreaties a fecret 
too long kept, and which nothing lefs than 
the motives which governed her could cr- 
TCi^ III. M cufe. 
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cufe. But thefe arofe as much from her in- 
experience as from her affedion to you; and 
you will blefs her for a difcovery that will 
banifh for ever a man fo bafe and fo un- 
wprthy of you/ 

*' The mother paufed, and with eager 
looks expected Sophia's reply. My heart 
beat with undefinable emotion when I faw 
Sophia with an undifturbed countenance 
flowly draw from her pocket-book a letter. 
She held it open in her hand, and, turning 
to her fifter, laid with fevere though mild 
dignity, ' Amelia, do you acknowledge this 
fignature for yours?* A fcream inftantly 
followed the interrogation, and, haftily fpring- 
ing from the bed, Amelia violently attempted 
to feize the letter. * That mull not be yet/ 
faid Sophia, repelling her. * You muft pa- 
tiently wait for it. If this cannot be in the 
prefence of an injured fifter, retire.' She 
waved her hand with an air of command; the 
confounded culprit ftood abalhed before her; 
^d the mother furveyed her with aftonifh- 

ment 
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ment. * Do you wifli, unhappy girl, to hear 
your condemnation?* faid Sophia with col- 
lefted firmnefs: * be it fo ; but know that I 
fliall extenuate nothing. That heart muft be 
probed to the quick ere it is healed. My 
dear mother,* continued the foftened So- 
phia, * I pity you ; but this is no rime to 
diflemble. To attribute this young creature's 
prefent difpofirions to your indulgence is 
more the command of my reafon than the 
purpofe of my heart. I have lamented your 
partiality more fiom the confequences arif- 
ing from it to my filler, than from having 
permitted it to wear the appearance of in- 
juftice to myfelf. I have endeavoured to gain 
your efteem, and I trufled with confidence to 
principles too firmly eftablifhed in the heart 
of my mother to be fubdued by involuntary 
weaknefs and habitual fondnefs. On my re- 
turn home I flattered myfelf with the hope 
that the childifh jealoufies of our early years 
were eflfaced fr-om the mind of my filler. In 
my owd I found pure affe^on, and the ar« 

dent 
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dent wilh for her love and fiiaidfldp; birtl 
was difappointed, and perfeftly convinced 
that the heart of AmeKa would never beat in' 
unifon with mine. I fubiliitted to an evil' 
without remedy. I was neither urijuft nor 
out of humour at a difcovery fo painful; I 
contented myfelf with obferving a conduft 
towards her that gave me a claim at leafb 
to that affeftion which fhe denies me.' Mrs. 
• Saville looked difconcerted. ^ I fttotild have 
hoped' faid fhe very haughtily, • * that this, 
hour would not have been that of complaim 
againft your fifterj or reflediori on my coh^ 
duft. But pray what does that paper con- 
tain which has any reference to the fubjeft 
of our prefent concern? and what meant )^6uf 
appeal to Amelia ?' * I will ftay hd longer j* 
cried the fobbing girl; ' I ■vWU not fubriit td 
this treatment!' and with violence fhe qtiiti 
ted the room. Sophia, with vifible emoriblii 
again addrefTed her aflonifhed mother. ' I 
wanted not, madam, the evidence I noxc 
have of the difpofition of my fiften Yoii^ 

may 
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'msLjbe fiiiprifed when I tell you that I hai^e 
for fome t^me been prepared to meet and to 
difappoint her .malice. About a fortnight 
fince, I received this letter from London, 
and its envelope is one of Amelia's writing. 
k unfortunately happens that I cannot do 
myfetf juftice without implicating my gene- 
rc^ty; for her own concerns ftand expofed 
with mine. Itis^eceflary however that even 
these fhould be known to you; and, in any 
(Other Htu^tion than the pecuUar one in which 
1 now ftand with her, I fhould have con- 
ceived it my duty, and the moft unequivo- 
.cal,proof of affe^oji that I could give a fifter, 
to have placed before you the intelligence I 
have in my hands. It is with heartfelt forrow 
that I fi^d myfelf obliged to produce this in- 
formation in a way fo contrary to my inten- 
lions, and fo unfriendly to the firft wifh of 
,my foul. This was to save^ nbf to irritate/ 
tO:fpare a mother, not to plant a dagger in 
-h^ maternal bofom! Read that letter to my 
mother, niy dear madame Granger, /can- 
not,* 
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not,* added (he, covering her face and 
veejxng. I obeyed. It was dire&ed to miis 
Saville, and was as follows: 

* Madam, 

^ My fituation in life is in all refpe£b fo 
remote from yours, that nothing lefs preffing 
and important than the prefent occafion 
could juftily me, even to myfelf, for the 
liberty I take in addrefling you. 

* You may however be able to recal to 
memory a young perfon whom, about aght 
months fince, you noticed with particular 
kindnefe, whilft taking your orders at Mrs. 
D — *s, in St. James Vftreet, where I had been 
fixed three years before by my parents, and 
where I had acquired the commendation of 
Mre. D— 

* Once I had the honomr of waiting upon 
you in CliflForci.ftreet; and, on that occaflon, 
I found myfelf treated by you, madam, with 
a conlideration and humanity altogether new 
to me. I was at that time not unworthy of 

your 
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your benevolence; for I was innocent, and 
induftrious in an employment which would 
have provided for my wants and the riecef* 
(ities of my parents. 

* Let it fuffice that I have been for fome 
weeks the miferable, niined companion of 
colonel Ofmond; and am at prefent deferted 
by him to fuffer in mifery the penalty of 
my crime. Amongft a few articles of his 
wearing apparel which he left in my lodg- 
ings, I found a waiftcoat trimmed with lace, 
and my poverty induced me to fell it. In 
th^ pockets appeared, with fome other ufelefs 
papers, the letter inclofed in this. I afk not 
your pity, madam, for I do not deferve it. 
Loft as I am, this confeflion of my fliame 
calls no blufti to my faded cheek, nor caufes 
one additional throb of anguifh to my burft- 
ing heart. God will be merciful ; and my 
babe and myfelf will foon be fhekered in th*e 
grave. I live only to give it birth. Should 
I have been the agent of good to you, 
madam, by following the fuggeftions of my 
too fiftally experienced mind, I fhall be grati- 
fied 
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fifli \if h2£^jxQ raidered a femce to the mod: 
amUblif of my fex; and did I not fear yogu 
wc/uld judge me too officious, and under the 
iiitiucnce of a jealous as well as injured 
mimi, I would caution you to beware of 
mifc Saville's intimacy with miss Clara Frosts 
I have reafons for believing the young lady 
could not have chofen a. more convenient 
confidant. The lett^ inclofed is, as you 
mill fmdj direfted to milsFroft^s care. 

1 remain with refpeft, 

Your humble fervant, 

Mary Watson."* 
Ccn-cnt-Garden. 

Miidame Granger continued her nana* 
tive: " Mrs. Savilie/* faidflie, "gafpedfcir 
breath. Sophia, with tender folicitude, in- 
imtcd her to poftpone all further invefti- 
gauon of the bufmefs till ihe was more 
iWiijiofed* * No, no,* exclaimed (he, M 
maxll knovr alt ! 1 am on the rack! Continue, 
li;^ hcavcnV fake continue. It cannot he 

worfe 
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4Wwfe than ivhat I expeft/ I read ^ fol* 
4ows: 

* On my life your laft letter divertefl 
.me,aIthough it made me angry. Your wiflios 
>m &vour of Sophia are didated in fuch ^ 
^fjHrit of Chriftian charity and himiility, 2^ 
xOppears to me to have banifhed all pth^r 
,4pirit. But you have failed in making ^ 
• ccmvert of me. I hate the lifter for whoifi 
you plead, Ofmond. She has been my riv^ 
from my cradle, and, what is more, my 
successfiil rival; and I am determined ^ 
^jnrevent her in thofe expeftations which will, 
if completed, eftabliih her (uperiority ov^ 
.me for life. She may at her pleafure cajole 
(and £iwn my uncle into a will that gives h^r 
-his whole fortune. Why do I lay flie may? 
I believe (he has done it. But. I will truft tp 
•any influence with my mother for redrefe ofi 
.that point of contention; and, fhould I fail, 
,1 will be c<Mifoled if flie be not lady Lifter. 
•Difinifs from your mind the fancy that J 
'cmce liked this predfe coxcomb : I have re- 
'Peatedly told y^u my motives for b?ing civfl 

to 
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to him, and for fubiriitting to his infolellt 
interference with my will. My behavioiir 
has been regulated by my defigns, and thefe 
will fliow you what my preference of fir 
George Lifter amounts to. As your tender 
confcience difapproves of my fcheme, and as 
you have fears for my fuccefs, I have kindly 
deliberated on the means of faving you from 
the confequences of a defeat. You fhall 
fend me all your military habiliments; and, 
m exchange, I will prefent you with a fcarf 
and band. The latter will fupport your 
pious exhortations much better than a fword, 
and the former Ihall not be difgraced by my 
pufiUanimity. Who knows whether my de- 
le£lable brother-in-law may not admit you to 
his table as domeftic chaplain; where, for 
bleffing the lirloin, you may have a (lice of 
it. I am certain his lady at leaft would favour 
the pretenlions of a man fo forbearing, fo 
patient of injuries, and fo zealous an advocate 
for her being permitted to wear the name and 
honours of lady Lifter without interruption! 
I wilh not to defpife you, Ofmond, I have 

in 
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in my bofom an advocate that pleads for you. 
You tell me Sophia's marriage will pave the 
way for your approach to my mother's houfe; 
that the people adverfe to you will be re- 
moved ; and that fir George has been heard 
to declare that he means to winter at Flo- 
rence, thinkmg the climate here unfavourable 
to mii^ Saville. I tell you that thefe argu- 
ments do not fatisfy me. They may or they 
may not be true. My projed is neceflary to 
my own gratification, and I will purfue it. 
Beware of leading me to think that your 
personal safety, and not the intereft of your 
heart, has fuggefted your oppofition to it. 
What ! plead for a man who has mfulted 
you! who has fruftrated every hope I had 
of introducing you to my mother's notice 
and favour! who has malicioully, and, as 
I am taught to believe, falfely blafted your 
charjider with her ! Shall this man quietly 
purfue his plans of happinefs, and acquire 
the right of watching over the conduS of 
Amelia Saville becaufe fhe has die fuperladve 
honour of beipg lady Lifter's fifter ? I dif- 

claim 
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dent wilh for her love and frifendfllip; biit I 
was difappointed, and perfeftly convinced 
that the heart of Amelia would never beat W 
unifon with mine. I fubiliitted to an evif 
without remedy. I was neither urijuft nor 
out of humour at a difcovery fo painful; I 
contented myfelf with obfervirig a conduit 
towards her that gave me a claim at leafb 
to that affeftion which Ihe denies mfe.' Mrs. 
' Saville looked difconcerted. ' I ftfould have 
hoped' faid fhe very haughtily, • * that thi^. 
hour would not have been that of complaint 
againft your fifter^ or refleSiori on my con- 
duft. But pray what does that paper con- 
tain which has any reference to. the fubjeft 
of our prefent concern? and what meant youf 
appeal to Amelia ?' * I will ftay hd longer j* 
Cried the fobbing girl; ^ I ■vWU not fubriit io 
this treatment!' and with violence fhe quit- 
ted the roQih. Sophia, with vifible emotibn^ 
again addreffed her aftoniihed mother. ' I 
wanted not, madam, the evidence I now 
have of the difpofition of my iifter. You^ 

may 



fetfaers have' flinty hearts ind iriotfier* 
hatv6 fits of obduracy. I think that wftK 
l^afteboard,' packthread, and fhreds, I could 
iteake a pi:^pet-fhow that wouM, for a timd 
at leail, keep love from fbrfving. My Ma- 
riohettes fliould more refenible nature thaiS 
thoie of the profing Rkhardlbn. For therd 
you fhould fee, without mafks, the fir Charlei 
Grandifon, alias fir George lifter, in his 
tye^wig and point ruffles, making his ftibrri* 
ing bow to the peerl^ mJfs Byrbri, ihi 
rdgaing Sophia. There you fhould ki 
tincle Selby, widi the face of a lion and the 
heart of a tiger, fcowling on every maii, 
Wolnan, and child, that does not worfhip his 
three idols. There you fhould lee atmt 
Nell fidgetting and buftling all day long, ti 
have all in order for the future bride. 
There you might fee, and widi me pity, 
my poor mother, with a brow of care, feated 
in a parlour, exaftly fimilar to the cedar one 
in Selby-houfe, confulting Mrs. Pratt ouf 
houfekeeper, and contriving means to evade 
the direful* necefTity of unpapcring the Hue 
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damafle bed, which has not feen the light of 
the fun fince the day it was depbiited in ks 
(late chamber. And there, laftly, you 
might iland a chance of feeing a face, and 
hearing a voice, which you fay * would create 
a foul under the ribs of death/ But, my 
dear Ofmond, I defuse you to be more fparing 
of your compliments, and lefs fo of your, 
docility. Let me know whedier your new 
friend, the yoimg Yorklhire greenhorn^ con- 
tinues to like Clara. Does he underftand 
that Ihe can, from her own purfe, pay for 
a jaimt to Gretna Greeti? She has three 
thoufand pounds independent of her mother; 
and fix more muft be her*s at the old 
woman's deceafe. I with the poor girl could 
get a hufband; (he is not ugly, and, when 
dreffed for exhibition, really looks as yoimg 
as myfelf. Do not omit your calls, nor 
forget the old lady's card table. The gueft 
you have introduced, with your ftories of the 
battle at Bunker's-Hill, in which the gallant 
major Froft and your father figure as the 
Bobadik of the day, vrill do all we wiA 

them; 
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them; and next winter may give Amelia 
Saville^an efcort in public, whofe proteQion 
vrill pleafe her mother and content her 
daughter, though the title of baronet, and 
the feverity of a cynic, are wanting to your 
pretenfions. 

* Adieu, fleep in peace, and truft to 

Tour A. S/ 

*' When I had finiihed this curious letter,*' 
continued madame Granger, *' I retiuned it 
to Sophia, and our attention was given to 
the difabufed mother. I will omit her agonies. 
You will imagine what thefe were. To her 
queftion, * Why Sophia had for fo many days 
kept this intelligence a fecret from her?* Mj 
young friend anfwered, * That ihe had, in 
confequence of the immediate relief which (he 
fent to the wretched young woman, heard that 
Ofinond was in confinement for debt. Satif- 
lied on this point,' continued Sophia, * my 
next hope arofe from the perfuafion that my 
fifter would not perfift in a projeft, at once 
b hazardous to herfelf and fo little calculated 
• to 
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t# injure fir George Lifter. He mu(t in- 
deed have hitherto lived to little purpcrfe,*^ 
added flie, her face glowing wifh a fenfe of 
liis worth, * and his friends muft indeed? 
have litde underftood the tenor of his life, if 
the filly mifchief of a weak girl could have 
blafted his charader, or difgraced a name 
honoured by his virtues. The information 
contained in thefe letters was of no otha: 
importance to me but as it pointed out the 
danger to which fhe had heedlefsly expded 
herfelf. As the wife of fir George Lifter, 
it was my purpofe to have msuie him Ae 
agent of refcuing Amelia without afffifting 
my mother.* * And how is this to be dE' 
fe6led/ afked the agitated Mrs* Saville. * Are 
you to be fecrifieed? is the life of a man Kke 
fir George* -™ She paufed, and with a Ibofe 
df unutterable diftrefs raifed her eyes to hea- 
ven. * You do well my destf mother,' feid 
Sophia in a tone of tendemefs, ^ to c^er 
yottr petition to heaven. But be comforted. 
Sir George will not have an adverfary to en* 
^^unter. Thi^ man's neeeffities wSl lead 

him 



Uon to iSeiSt i fe^ddd^du^ d^k^ of kcmi^ 
tdiich^ it t6akf be^ Ms vanil^ a^dpx^cipla^ 
m>uld oih/d«^<t oppq{(d. To iMs t^ bd 
guided Iiis coovidida that Si^ Geor^B^ IkHovii 
hin to be dltp^y a married man \ iofth^ 
v^as one of dic^ Mv4io paifed a contribudc^ 
fer his unhappy w^trho bad fallowed hiM 
to Bark) wb^e fhe wa;^ abandoned b/ him to 
want. He menticKAed thi& drci^SifiauiGe to 
AmeUa the firft night flie met Ofnumd. She 
preferred the juftification of colonel Ofnumd 
xa ibe accufathm c^ fir George Liften' 

^^ ^ Ldav^ diet oh kave me, my child, to 
this hour of thanks and gradtude to my God!' 
udauned Mrs. Saville, felling (m her knees, 
• Oh leave me to my feelings, or I ihall 
£unti' We retired. My young friend re* 
faired to her dreffing-room; and I went to 
the breakfaft parlour, and fent fir G^rge to 
bis agitated Sophia. My tale only ferved 
Uke oil to raife the indignation of poor Mr. 
Goldby's refentment to a greater flame, and 
my vanity, had it ftoOd in need of a check, 
Vould have ha^ one; for die bresistibk 
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madame Granger only made him moVe otit- 
rag€k)us and ftubbom in his declarations of 
' never more permitting the offender to be in 
' his prefence. Exhaufted of all liiy rhetoric, 
• I wa$ oh the point of leaving him to return 
to ppor Mrs, Saville, wheii Sophia and fir 
George entered the room arm in arm. The 
good old man,burfting into tears, .extended 
his arms to receive them, and proriomiced a 
warm benedidioil on them. ' It will not 
reach heaven, my dear uncle,' faid the fyrgn 
Sophia, ' unlefs you can forgive. Let us 
plead, and remind you that you are not 
made nor principled to caft from you a child 
9f your beloved nephew.' His features 
fwelled to agony. ;^ Thank God he has 
not lived to fee this day!* faid he. ' But do 
with me what you will, my child. I am happy 
in feeing him live again in you.* He drained 
th^ weeping girl to his bofom. * Take her 
away,' continued he with affumed gaiety ; 
and turning to fir George, * I am made a 
child of by yoi; both ; but I promife to be a 
good one ai?d to do- as I am bid. But by 

my 
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my Maker I fwear/ added he, * that my 
future favour fliall depend on her future 
condud; who has caufed me a pang that 
might have been my death! I am ill and 
muft go to bed/ The event proved that 
he did not miftake his feelings. The gout 
retimied, and three weeks delay of Sophia's 
marriage was occafioned by Mr. Goldby's 
fevere illnefs. Sir George during this fufpenfe 
went to London. He found the noble colonel 
at hjome in the hands of a bailiflF. What were 
the terms of acconunodation were only 
known by the refult of fir George's interfe- 
rencte. He was however fuccefsful in his ne- 
gotiation ; the lieutenanucolonel exchanged 
his conuniiCon in the guards for a colonelcy 
in a marching ' regiment deftined for Gib- 
raltar; and, to our great aftoniflunent, he 
•married mifs Clara Froft the week before he 
embarked.' He is fince dead of wounds 
occafioned in a gaming difpute; and his lady 
is married again,having become poffeffed, by 
the 4^th of her mother of allurements for a 
fubalterh officer in the fame regiment in 
which her nominal huiband conunanded: 

for 
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for it appeared that the provident tzioth^^ 
Mrs. Froft, had not feen com^paay at her 
own expenfe; and bf her paftfknosiy and 
jnanagemdM: had left a coniid^able addi- 
tion to/her daughter's fortune to fiipply the 
jlo& of an ajDimitjc which clofed mMh her 
<mB life. 

^' During fir George'sahferice rtiifsAmelia 
was for fome days confined to her room md^ 
more than a pretended head-^ch, Sophia 
pa&d ihe greatefl: part of the <iay w^ 
the invalid; and this unworthy girl^-wkedi^ 
really touched by die g-enerofttyof firjC^eorge, 
and tjie kindnefs of her M^, or itnick by 
the fenfe of that ruin from which <&ey had 
faved her, pra&fTed a contrition of heart: 
which was at leaft ufe&tl t9^ heifelf : and the 
fight of her /a2;e*epxfl:l^s, redeemed I l^»re no 
doubt by fati^IngOfmond'stradelmen, pcd* 
pared her to meet her friends in the dnrariag^ 
room. Sir Greoitge^aod lady'Liller left Mm. 
Sayille's in about ten days 4i6;eF Adr nup- 
tials, and Mr. Goldby wkh than, fi was 
induced to ghire to M»s. SaviUe this feafon dF 
happinefe} in truth it was noceflaiy; but! 

tibien 
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thea Iktle for^aiw- the extent of thok £iGri« 
fices of my owa enjoyments which this coa- 
fiden^n aa my psfft^ would require. The 
young cot^e, vnth their happy uncle, re- 
turaed to U6 from fir George's feat in Kent 
early in the autumn; and poor madame. 
Granger was attacked on all fides, with fa 
many intreaties ^ to give herfelf up to mils, 
i^elia Saville's im^ovement and advan* 
tage,' 'that I yielded; and faw my Sophia 
depart with com&rt for the contment in the 
following month of Odq})er, 

^ We did not quit our retirement till fome 
D^edsB after; and again I eiq)erienced the 
truthy tfaaC to live for cfthen as well as our* 
. ielves has its racompenfe. Poor Mrs. Saville- 
ims fiipp(»ted by my prefence and truly 
grateiul Sex my fisrvices. TI^ reception 
given her by her general acquaintance on 
lief lettlmg again in Clifford^flreet for the 
winter ezhilaraied her Ipirits, and pointed 
•at the propdetf of tbofe measures which fbe 
prudently adq>ted« Mi& Frofl's ftolen wed* 
4iDg,and the aUrCoiiq;uering colonel Olmondt 
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beauty and imaginary confequerice did I 
leave her, when Mrs. Saville quitted London 
for the fununer. I was in truth, my dear 
Mrs. Palmerftone, weary of my port; and 
with joy accepted of Mrs. Chandler's invita- 
tipn to meet her at admiral G — 's, yrhere 
I foon recovered from the fatigue of follow- 
ing an infolent beauty through a fdhionable 
circle.'* 

I hav6, my Eliza, been led by my fubjed. 
to omit the circumftance of your abfence 
from home |his autumn, and to which it is 
owing that you are (till a ftranger to madame 
Granger; but you know that whilft you were 
with Mrs. Beaumont, Mrs* Chandler and her 
friend pafled a fortnight with me. The com- 
fort which our friend experiences in the con- 
duft of her girls led to the foregoing narra- 
tive: and Mrs. Chandler's warm gratitude to 
your mother, and commendations of Eliza,. 
.Palmerftone, opened the heart of madame 
Granger to eft^m and confidence. 

I have, however, ftill a few renwuning par* 

ticulars 
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fi»fekB»e(safidtotdiafitf ofminfi^tiiat cotM 
hcft be ifiSfbkto, A iprighdy amrsrb^&m 
fbUdwd, w&i amengft otiier litdeifailies^ the 
|t>mi^ gentleman remindeid Sephia of h& 
promife^ feat to the miftr^ls of his heart with 
t preifent of a trc^cal bird^ namely, to be ia 
Eoghad and ofl^te as hier bride's^uml^ iii 
caffe (he TJrould, by h«r car^ and kindncfe, pre^ 
y^tdi^ heedlefiiFanlhaw from fliootilig, and 
finding Us aoegh again in thefeos^ Sophia 
acknoiHedginl Idle true ftatemmt of this ap 
peal,and,<xAigratidating him on his improved 
good looks, iarchly aiked him whedier ho 
would peiiitade the yxmag lady to wait ht 
iMerbndc^Q^m&id till after Cbriftmas. ^No^ 
np/^anfwered he laiighing; ^^t fbt ^krUl with 
jey receive fou when in town$ and died yott 
wfll feecte Bmutdkt the happy man*** H^ 
theft |deaded the htirry of the momemt, and 
Wdigatety took his leave. Sir George made 
tkofe wfereacei wbich this incident fuggeft* 
H9 and with ob£ervant eyes wimeftd the 
fUiOtts workings of cmming and envy which 
]^oor ^Awelia^ k ttiay be^ tincQnfck)ufly be* 

trayedi 
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being Ofmond's wife; and implored fo touch- 
ingly the aid of this gentleman to proteft 
her from fimilar ftratagems of her hufbaiid,- 
that he, jointly withMr. Lifter and firGeorge, 
left her a boarder in a refpeftable convent; 
and placed in a banker's hand a fufficient 
fum to anfwer the demands of her penfion 
and other exigencies. You already know 
the refult of fir George's interference at the 
ball, my dear girl, I fliall therefore proceed. 
During the period paffed at Mrs. Saville's 
country-houfe, and 'which was preparatory 
to the union of the lovers, fir George received 
one or two very extraordinary notes from 
inifs Amelia. He became uneafy, and guardr 
ed in his moft indiflferent a£tions, carefully 
fhunning a girl whom he now thought not 
only indifcreet but dangei'otis. His pre^* 
tence of the fprained knee was ^hnongft 
thefe neceflary cautions; for Mrs. Saville had 
been induced to 'wi(h that fu* George would 
not let Amelia walk alone fo early in the 
day.' Continually on the watch, he wa» 
fiotwithftanding outwitted by the alert mh 

. Amelia, 
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JUneGa^ ted isk interview w^A tkus o\»takied 
^bidk kd to #1 eomretbd&EL diat at cmo^ 
)Nr^e tbreugh fir €rd€»^e^^ pad^ce aad pm* 
deace* His languft^e partook of his fee&Bg^, 
imd be toid her in the moft xm^ialified 
Ce^HS that be def^nfed hen her p^fic^ia fc^e 
to fury, dUd he calndy istoved <Mii to the 
boufe, I^vitig her to follow hkn. She did 
fOwith paiitii% fpeed, and \iith temrs hsiplored 
Jba$ {ttty suid compaffion, alcknowledging {hi 
had been highly eidpable. This cooc^ltoii 
had its eSe£t; fu" Oeolrge prcmufed to bury 
ihe whole d[ \^hat had pafied m obUinoiiy 
mid with a ferioua aod manly freedom he 
^isited out to the penitait the r6flexiQ»s of 
his own wdl-^rinctpled inkid. Sk6 beard 
him ill filesice, contitiiung to iteep. Wbesi 
near the hall, he cautioned her to fkogk bebg 
feen, and to retire to her robm^ engaging to 
tafwer fot her abfence ti thebreak£i^ tible; 
Sbeacceded t6 this advicte^andy in iirGeorge't^ 
^v^rds, *^ left him. to complete her c^wn 
ibame^ and to fbu!td indebted for her prefer* 
t^tfontothofewhomfliewifliedtoruiA. If,*' 

added 
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tulded lie, ^tfcase is a Inuniiiaiiom be^jtoul 
fim for human nitxife to fiEel, I knoviu^ by^ 
i(4iat term ta cadi it; but, did I duse, I would 
call it a pmikhnieiit meet iot a mind tkit 
harbours malice, aivy, and revenge,'* 

I (hall be difappointed if this fimple flory 
do not fometbiog leffea your iaith in phy^ 
siognomy. You will, the next time chance 
throws you in the way of Amelia Saville, fee 
that an angel's fece may conceal the heart of 
a dsenlon. But here we will finifh our judg- 
ment relative to this unhappy young creature. 
A more falutary lelTon is within our reach* 
Do we never impofe on thofe around us? Do 
we never wear a femblance of virtue which 
is remote from our minds ? Alas! my child, 
the wiftft and the beft of us would (hrink 
from the examination of a Lavater were his 
rules unerring ; and yet, who of the fons of 
man can fhun the infpedion of a Being of 
infinite wifdom, purity, and juftice? or who 
does not forget too often that God is ia 
all our paths ? 

May his grace and &vour go with you 

through 
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tfirough this world, and his mercy g^ : 
acceptance at a tribunal where furrDuiidbig 
myriads will know you for his ferrant or 
for the rebellious child of darknefe and 
dcfpain 

I remain 

Your feithfid 
Angelica Palmerstgnz. 
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Stmet XIV. 
THE FASHIONABLE YOUNG LADY, 

OR THE 

UNFASHIONABLE SCRUPLE. 



MY DEAR ELIZA, 

It is with pleafure that I fit down to con- 
gratulate you on the recent proof you have 
given of your difcretion. It appears that you 
have not now to learn that curlofity is one 
of thofe means intended by our Gracious 
Maker to conduft us to knowledge; but that, 
like all his gifts, it may not only be abufed, 
but converted to purpofes botkdishonourable 
and vicious. Your application to your grand- 
father for a folution of your doubts, in re- 
gard to the curiofity that my condud awak- 
ened, does you honour; becau(e a cenfure oA 
that condud was implicated in itv and yo\ir 

reludance 
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rrfufitance to gratify your wifli of knowing 
my motives is ftrongly marked with a deli- 
cacy which you camiot too carefully cherifli 
for a parent. His advice contains, as it ever 
wilt, not only an ufeful Jefibn fbr the prdent 
occafion, but a rule fbr the future condudt 
of your life. "If/* anfwered ^e, " your mo- 
Aer do not mention mifs Latimar, — if flie do 
not enter into any ea^lanations relative to 
h&t behaviour to that young lady, and which 
fo much furprifed you, — be perfiiaded that 
ihe has good and folid reafons for her filence. 
Reprefe your curiofity imtil &e y^nkes to you. 
If your next packet contain nothing relative 
to the fubjed of it, difmifs it with a fuU s^^ 
furance that your mother cannqt, withojif 
Mtin to herfelf, recal thofe motives which 
led her to treat a vifitor with coldnefs and 
xeferve.'* 

You fdllowed this counfel, ^i^d I^ in re^ 
turn, prepare with cheerfiJnefs to fatisfy your 
4oubts refpeding the propriety of the r&- 
ception I gave, in my own houfe, to a perSom 
vt^e appearance and manners feemed weU 

calculated 
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cakulated to cajA forth attention and politer 
ne&, or at leaft to claim that urbanity with 
which I i:eceive t^ie meaneft of my gueft§. 

About fixteen or eighteen years fince I 
m^ nu^ Latimer at Buxton. The lady and 
gentlen)an Ihe vas with were old friends of 
my mother^s, fxoxn whom time and circiim. 
fiances bad removed her. The pleafure of 
meeting agsgbi, though accidei^tal, was reci- 
procal and fmcere, and we inftantly fettled 
into one party. Thie parents of mifs Latimar 
were near neighbours and intimate friepds of 
Mr. and Mrs. Ainfworth. Jier mother had 
£ot many years been confined to her apart- 
m&at by habitual m^dy; but, as her com- 
plaint had ceafed to alarm, flie propofed tp 
her friends to permit her daughter, who had 
juft quitted a London fchool, to make tbi^ 
icscurfion with them. Mils L^itimar was 
ihen a moft beautiful girl of feyenteen; fhe 
danced admirably, was extremely gay and 
volatile, ^d much more at her eafe in fociety 
than young p^ple mw to the world coiur 
monly are. The reputation, juftly founded, 

VOL. IIL o of 
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of her large inheritance as an only child, Ad 
antient nobility of her family, and the refpec- 
tability of her parents, were not overlooked 
by the Buxton beaux. She received their 
homage with fatisfaftion, and as a tribute 
which they had no right to withhold. 

As chance had placed us in each other's 
company without any previous acquaint- 
ance, I felt that I had as little right as in- 
clination to obtrude my opinions on mils 
Latimar ; and to fay the truth, I did not ima- 
gine fhe would efteem me either wife enough 
or old enough for her monitrefs. I forbore 
therefore to repreft, as I was fometimes dif- 
pofed to do, a vivacity which amufed the 
young gendemen more than it did me, and 
contented myfelf with guarding her as much 
as I cQuld from their familiarides. Her 
friends had apparendy devolved this troft on 
me: whether they were tired of the fatigue of 
following a belle of feventeen, or that they 
preferred a card-table to perpetual motion, 
I will not determine ; but certain it is that 
Mrs. Ainfworth was conflantiy repeating, 

"Mils 
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♦* Mifs Woodley will walk with you mifs 
LatimarjmifsWoodley will take care of you/' 
This was a care of which I was not ambi- 
tious, as it interfered very much with my 
mode of pafling my mornings, and I was often 
much perplexed for expedients to keep my 
volatile charge quiet for an hour or two. We 
had read the laft new novel ; we had exhaufted 
fafliions; we had critidfed over and over 
again the " strange faces*^ and " odcUlook'^ 
ing** people whom we did not know; and 
to get rid of her importunity to walk out in 
a burning fun, and without a fmgleobjedin 
view, I was on the point of afking her to 
read to me a few pages of madame Genlis's 
Veill^es du Chateau, which I knew Ihe had 
with her. 

To preface a requeft which I perfeftly 
knew would oppofe her reftlefs humour, I 
obferved how well ftie fpoke French, and 
that I fuppofed (he had particularly applied 
herfelf to the attainment of it. ^^ I have been 
. told," added I, *^ that this language is fpoken 
at Mrs. O-'s with great purity ; and if all the 

bdies 
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kdks in the houfe are fuch proficients as 
yourfelf, I do not wonder that it is fo emi- 
nently (Uftinguifhed for this branch of female 
^ucatiofi/* 

I had flarted a fubjed which rendered 
madame Genlis's interposition nfeiefs* She 
expatiated largely on the fchool Ihe had Idt, 
and concluded with a lamentable pidure of 
the reftraint tdiich fhe had Ihared with others 
under the dare of the lyhx-eyed ladies i;dio 
direfted it. *' I have always underftood/' 
replied t, *' that thrfe ladies are extmmely 
Mliitous for the improvement of thi^ pu- 
pils/* , *' Yes,** interrupted mifs Lataoar, 
^' th%y feem to think it their boimden duty to 
feg them from morning to night***- "But,** 
refumed I, *' they are generally allowed to 
be as attentive to the health and cojnfort of 
their fcholars as to their progrds in learn- 
ing.** *' Why yes,** returned fte^ -"they 
are good fort of womesi, there is notlnng to 
compkdn of in refpefl: to accommodations, 
and when cwae is unwell they ^e careful be- 
ycmd all bearing : t>ut after aiU, my dear An- 
gelica, 
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gelica, it is hot a &ffaionable fcHool. I ^fh 
my hdker had feitf me to Q— S— , or C-- 
ifaieet; dioie ane the fchools for girls comme 
il fiuit! Not to fpeak of the comiexions one 
forms diere, I am told they have mafters 
£ar the cardrtable. And only tfaii;ik of the 
fodety udthin thefe houfes! Why, I am told 
that not a giii is fuflSered to appear to any 
one "who inquires for them from a hackney- 
xoach! no, not if it were their neareft rela- 
tion/' ** You are fmgularly happy ,*^ replied 
I, lauglung very heartily, " in the proofs 
.which you have adduced of the fuperibaiQr 
of thefe fchools : but unfbotimately the evi- 
.dence wants dbmewhat of convi£tit|n with'* 
me; for I know feveral girls fent from thefe 
dchools with ivery difldnguiihed accomplHh- 
ments ; but who iiad either never ieen the 
•teacher of the fublime art of card-phying, 
or ihad profited fo little from his leflbns that 
they were unequal to any thing beyond the 
inurfery game of commerce. I alfo pecfedly 
recoiled a circumflance which entirely fets 
aiide your hackneyTCoach impediments } fpr 

it 
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it happened by an accident, which occurred 
not long fince, that my mother and myfetf 
aftualiy alighted from a moft miferable one 
at the door of Q — S— . We were moft 
courteoufly received, and paffed an hour very 
agreeably whilft waiting for the friend whom' 
we expefted to meet, and who had her 
daughter in the houfe." " It might be fo," 
replied fhe with a nod, '' but you were 
known: otherwife" — "But," continued I, 
** I met laft winter two young ladies of your 
fchool at lady M*-*s, who bore very honour- 
able teftimony in favour of the Mrs. O— s. 
They were remarked by a numerous circle 
as very elegant girls. Every one was charmed 
with their modefty and unafFefted manners. 
I fuppofed them fitters, but difcovered that 
they were only firft coufins. Perhaps you 
will recoiled in the two mifs Pamells une- 
quivocal proofs that fafhion and graceful eafe 
may be acqmred in G^- S — " " Oh, yes,'* 
cried ftie careFefsly, " I know them, but I 
am amazed to hear you talk of their unaf-^ 
fected manners. We ufeci to call mifs Par- 

neU 
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nell the banker's daughter, * Kety in pat- 
tens,' The other, whofe father I believe 
figns himfelf efquire from fome village in 
Northamptonfhire, will be une predeufe tout 
auffi ridicule/' 

*' You have/* obferved I, " made a di- 
ftindion which by no means identifies their 
perfons; but," added I with ferioufhefs, 
** whichever of the two it is who is remark- 
able for her piety (for in beauty they are 
equal) ihe will find that ihe poiTefles a trea- 
fure not only of ineflimable value to her fe- 
curity and happinefe, but one which will 
place her in a ftation to which worldly ad- 
vantages cannpt dare to afpire/* " Ah! 
mon Dieu!" exclaimed the giddy mifs La- 
timar, *' how like that is to one of my.go- 
vemefs's grave leftures! I could fwear I was 
now (landing in her odious parlour doing 
penance, and liilening to a fermon on the fm- 
fulnefs of laughing! But to be ferious, my 
dear mifs Woodley," continued flie, " be 
perfuaded that you know nothing of thefe 
mills Pamells* The one with light hair is 

an 



I 

Ij 



H: ^necffHBit of thcDikfiichaB 

cnrnor. i.aj?am j>-. :z:ii.0^ainiiar:&e}Bdkft 
Jgr mother, bti isr .luaprattfais toBefli- 
IHCu ;: unmt r ?:ik: xt: jus ^vanter icfi- 
oenec. !Mxs, .^isw^^ xnbejaeftfrienifly 

ffT»- ? mmLu ^r aid wiffwiiiiare 

u Dj' iroix. rmicesi. xij :.^,.nTed my atfieft- 

Bcxi iL HL-^ tteBiTti:^ ..;M^:z:erieGitfa anaad- 
€r Wilier ^ hono;: : i^ f^cn iiesiit and 

Qgae^ irfc: .i±::-Ii;3i*v I :oe«£rin my ii& iek 

:^iP.^.iiHf^T mir tat ni^ 1 iiac jwgfcrfefJ 
6^ vi-* jmat ^uuiaic. I rnaeb^ jnint of a(- 
3BBE: rrr.iTjrTTj: m& Xubub* 10 



^1 

the firft, caufetdily offending thefe ne\^ ^M. 
timid cotapaniohs; and the fecond, the fea^ 
<of dHgrace tdth the govemefe; for I pre^ 
fume that diis amufementwasnotauthorifed 
by her permiffion/' " Non ! en r6rk6y* 
cried my laughing gueft, '* pains and pe- 
nalties in abundance hung over the heads of 
facb offenders; for the good women in G — 
S— are no refpeders of perfons." I looked 
«t my watch, and faid " it was time to drefs, ** 
>She took the hmt and withdrew, leaving tne 
to my reflexions; and I afiiii^ you, my Eliza, 
that the firft which occurred was the good 
fortune of the ladies in G~ S— in being 
releafed from a pupil fo little calculated for 
their mode of infti^^tion and d&c^line. 

The following day *was propitious To me. 
Mr. Palmerftone and your father joined us, 
as had been agreed upon. The pleafure of our 
firft meeting was fcarcely fubfided when 
mifs Latimar, who had juft entered the room, 
exclaimed in her ufual'way, **Ah! monDieu! 
Toilsl les demoifell^ Jamefons!^' A coach and 
four paffed^iir window and drew up to the 

door 
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door of the hoteL The two young ladies^ 
"with the fiather, mother, and a maid-fervant, 
entered, and mifs Latimar inftantly joined 
than \idth eager gratulations and welcome. 
At dinner Ihe introduced her friends to us. 

Folly and Vanity have fo little variation, 
that I (hall very accurately defcribe thefeyoung 
people by faying that they refembled their 
dear mifsLatimar ; but, although very pretty 
girls, they were not quite fo handfome as 
their friend. She had, till their arrival, en- ^ 
joyed without a competitor the admiration 
of the young men; and I did not in the firfl 
inftance think her in danger of lofing this 
pre-eminence in beauty: but it Ibmehow 
tranfpired that the mifs Jamefons had large 
and independent fortimes, and thefe joined 
to their father's wealth rendered them pow^ 
erfiil rivals, and produced very foon a de- 
fertion which mifs Latimar could not help 
perceiving. For a few days however I was 
permitted to enjoy my friends unmolefted. 
It was the lafl month in which I was deftined 
to bear the name of fFbo41ei/f my marriage 

having 
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having been fettled for the aifuingone. Mn 
and Mrs, Ainfworth were admitted into our 
fecret, and they very honourably preferved 
it 

I cannot, my Eliza, refufe myfelf the 
pleafure of contemplating what your grand- 
^ &ther was in thofe hal9yon days. He was 
fufpefted for the real lover; and, with a heart 
lefe devotedly fixed than mine was, he wa« 
well qualified to have made a formidable 
rival: for with all the graces of a perfon 
which in youth had diftinguiflied in the mod 
eminent point of view " the handfome Mr. 
Palmerftone,'* he enjoyed a flow of fpirits 
which animated every one around him; 
whilil the urbanity of his manners and his 
fuperior underftanding drew to him all that 
was pleafant and refpedable in fociety. 

To my great mortification I became once 
more mils Latimar's chief confidante and 
favourite. She entered my apartment after 
a morning's ramble with an efcort of beaux 
and her " dear mils Jamefons." I had ob- 
(erved that fome grievances were hourly 

growing 
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growing up to difturb the harmcMiy whicti 
in the firft mftance had fo infeparably united 
them. ^ You look fetigued/* faid I to her, 
on her throwing herfelf impatiently into the 
firil chair flie reached* •*' You hurry yourfelf 
out of ail enjoyment by thefe perpetual 
vralks/* **I will be more wiie for the future/*, 
anfwered flie; ** at leaft I will amftilt better 
my own pleaftire; for thefe girls are ennuy- 
eufes to a degree beyond toleration!** I 
ifmiled. ^ Mo matter," added ihe, ^ I know 
wh£tt that imile fays, and I would pardon 
^eir being filly; but, my dear Angelica, 
they aire fpiteful, cenfarious cpeatu^es! and 
the greateft flirts in natitre. They really pro- 
voke me by their folly. Would you believe 
it, ithey wear irouge, and yet have ithe onean- 
nefs- to infinuate that both you and myfelf 
^have too much colour to ;be natural" I 
fmiled -again. ** We ihave at ileaft,'* faid 1, 
'** truth on our fide, and our complexions 
will not be ihe worfe for an examination. 
Why do you liften to this fort of norifenfe? 
I fufpeft that you have in your'.fuite .fonie 

beau 
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beau not much difpofed to favour the claims 
that the mifs Jamefons have on your time 
and kindnefe." " WeU," repUed fhe, " be 
their claims what they may, I (hall drop 
diem/* ** You will not do well,** anfwered 
L ** Nay,** faid fhe, interrupting me, " they 
do not deferve your good nature, I am cer<» 
tain ; therefore fey no more. You have mor» 
tally oflFended them by animadverting cm our 
quitting the dance before it was finiflied: 
diey have not fbrgottai it, I promife you!*' 
^ So it 2q>pears,** faid I, ^' that the animad* 
veriioDs have been remembered, and the r&- 
fcnmadon forgotten; for I hav^ perceived, 
lince that evening in which I took the fiiendr 
iy licenfe of {peaking to you on the im{HY>- 
priety of withdrawing from die dance, that 
y(m and yawr friends have moft indufbioully 
done fo.** ^ Why,** feid mife Latimar, *«dM6 
I muft confefs; but in return, own that you 
ape, as the Jamelbns call you, a prude of the 
Mi order. One would really luppofe you 
a candidate IbBciring votes and inteveft: your 
extraordinary civility to die &opkeq>e0s' 

vives 
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wives and parfons' daughters muft, I think, 
gain you univerfal fuflfrage: dq)end however 
upon my vote, for I love you with all your 
pun6lifios/* " I will endeavour at leaft/* 
anfwered I, "to deferve your love, and in re- 
turn will tell you, and, if you pleafe> the rrtiss 
Jamesons or any other mifl'es, what it feems 
at prefent has efcaped your obfervalion. 
Amongft thefe fhopkeepers' wives and par- 
fons' daughters I have remarked a wonder- 
fill lagadty in feizing proper fubjefts for ri- 
dicule and amufement for themfelves. Some- 
how or other thefe people are very frequently 
rational and acute ^ and, what is yet more 
aflonilhing, they have cultivation and good 
breeding ; I prefer their approbation to their 
cenfure; and to fay the truth, I think I am 
more politic than you or your friends; fori 
have long ftiice difcovered that no one infults 
their good fenfe or fpoils their good humour 
with impunity," *' As you pleafe fo let it 
remain," anfwered mifs Latimar with a pert 
air, " we amufe ourfelves. But you do well 
to affume in time the matron" Iblufhed. 

"Yes, 
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•* Yes, yes," continued (lie, ** I fee how it 
is! your son will not want leading^^ftiings ; 
which is a pity, for you would guide them 
admirably/ ^ She laughed, nor cbuJdl refrain; 
" However, AUgeMca, although you think me 
fuch a madcap," continued fhe, "I always 
defend you : you certainly have chofiai the 
beft; car pour le jeune homme c'eft un ani- 
mal d*un fangfroid inconcevable! your okl 
lover is gay and cheerful at leaft; ^tkhougJ^ 
between ourfelves, quelquefois un peu nasi 
a propos. But you will improve him; and 
I recommend to your attention teiclung him 
to be fomewhat more explicit in his compli- 
ments; for I never know whether I ought to 
look ferious for a reproof, or curtefy for a 
civil fpeech. Yau will not only improve 
your cher mari, but your son, I trufl, who 
would do very well were he a litde more 
ibciable et enjoue," 

This was mifs Latimar at feventeen years 
of age. I beg you will attentively examine 
the features of her charader : we ihall fee 

whether 
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whether the developn\ent ef them 1$ fuch as 
Vfe might have ejqjefted. 

Three or four years after my Buxton e3^- 
curfion I again faw mifs Latimar : (he had loft 
h^ mother; and her fetber at this time en- 
g^ed a houfe in town for his wintar resi- 
dence. Mrs, Ainfworth in the ipoft friendly 
terma recomm^ded her old acquaiAtance 
to my good Qfficee; and folicited my atfen- 
6osL tp his beautiful daughto' with an anxir 
ety which did honour to her owjx hieart an4 
princ^^e^, wd mtereft^ mine to meet hef 
benevolent d^figns. I never in my life fek 
a reluctance to he ufefiil to youth and inex- 
pOTaice,or balaoced the trouWe, and,Iniight 
fay, the tettH^ fecrifte§s of felf-e^joym^t an- 
fiexed to 4]ie du^y : a^d as often as I cQuld« 
confiftfiatly with the rviles I had prefcrihe^ 
for my ow» CQnduflt, I made a point of at- 
tending and introducing mils L^tixnair tp 
tbofe {nil^c a^uf^A^t^» and to that circle of 
acqu^tance I judged proper for her. I was 
aot dHpleafed that &i§ care deyoived e»tirei|r 

upon 
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.tipoh me ; becaufe it appeared more efFe6hl^ 
ally to anfwer all the purpofes with which I 
comieded ufefiilnefs and advantage to my 
charge. The lady who direfted Mr. Lad- 
mar's domeftic affairs was by no means qua- 
lifted for the companion of his daughter: fhe 
was adiftant relation, advanced in years, and 
lame; but in whofe quiet temper and houfe- 
hold wifdom the good Mr. Latimar found 
his comforts* He difliked a town life, and 
.had with reluftance yielded to the wifhes of 
his daughter; but relieved by me from the 
trouble of attending her in lier amufements, 
he became not only contented but gratefu). 

The beauty of mifs Latimar was not over- 
looked in LondoiK and the particular atten- 
tions of a very amiable and refpeftable gen- 
tleman foon followed her arrival in town. Mr. 
Latimar was Battered by his overtures, and 
perfedly fatisfied that his pretenfions on the 
fide of charafter were mod honourably fup- 
ported. As he was very intimate in our fa- 
mily, he declared his intentions, in the hope 
of difcovering through my means the chance 
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of his fucceeding with the lady. I had ob- 
ferved nothing to difcourage him, and your 
fother engaged for fuccefs. But mifs Latimar 
unfortunately had fixed her heart on a title j 
and our friend was tenacioufly attached to 
the name of a commoner, and one of the moft 
refpeftable in the kingdom. He was re- 
jefted; and confoled himfelf by marrying 
fome time after a lady, who, under the title of 
his wife, enjoys a happinefs at once the envy 
and admiration of her more ambitioua ac- 
quaintance. 

The foUowiig year brought this family 
again to Pall Mall. I difcovered very foon, 
that my gay protegee feldom claimed my for- 
mer cares; her acquaintance in town became 
very fefhionable and very extenfive, and her 
engagements perpetual. I did not forget the 
' good father, and often Kftened to his regrets 
for his park and his hounds. If by chance 
his daughter was at home, I alfo liftehed to 
her pathetic lamentations at feeing fo little of 
me, and to which I fometimes dryly replied, 
that it was fcarcely poffible it could be other- 
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\rife, whilft we trod circles fo remote from 
each other. In reply to this, I vns told dF 
lady Betty's or lady Jane's unreafonable de- 
mands on her time} and thefe converlations 
coniunonly finiihed by the honeft Yorkfliire-* 
man wiihing them coarfely with one whofe 
name became as litde the mouth of a gende- 
man as it would become my pen. 

One morning I was rather furprifed on re*- 
ceiving a vifit from mils Latimar at an hour 
when I fhould haye fuppofed her lady Bettys, 
her lady Janes, and herfelf, in their firft 
fleep. With a familiarity which fhe could 
aflume whenever it fuited her» but which, 
with others lefe happy, would long (ince have 
changed to a more referved manner of ap- 
proach, fhe aiked me to chaperon her to the 
French ambaffiuior's ball. I hefitated; and 
at length fmiling, and adverting to my ap- 
pearance, frankly told her, I hardly thought 
myfelf qualified for the honour. ^4 declined 
the invitadon altogether in the firfl infbnce,'' 
added I, ^^ but the ambaflador has convinced 
^gj^Ir. Pahnerflone that I have nothing to fear; 
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It is a very feleft party^ and I have promifed 
to fhow myfelf to my friends for an hour or 
two. I will however with pleafure attend you 
there, and doubt not but I fhall find fonie 
one to whofe care I can fafely confide you 
when I fhall be inclined to retire." " Oh! 
that will be all I wifh,*' cried .(he gaily, " I 
Ihall meet many of my friends there.'* "That 
is not fo certain," aniwered I; " the company 
will not be numerous. Monfieur le marquis 
read us the lift of his expefted guefts laft 
night; I wonder I did not attend to your 
name." "Mon Dieu!" exclaimed (he with an 
aflFeded laugh, "the wonder would have been 
if you had heard it ; for I have not the feli- 
city of being known to •the marquis; and 
muft truft to you for my introdudion, and a 
card of invitation; which your influence will 
find it very eafy to get me." I know not, my 
dear Eliza, how it was, but I never felt more 
powerfully a difpofition to difappoint imper- 
tinence; and fhe was indebted for her fttccefs 
to my recoUefting, that! fhould at leaft oblige 
the Ainfworths by complying 'with a requeft 

which 



213 

which was neither attended with trouble nor 
hazard to myfelf, and which might be the 
mCfUis of fho\raig her what was a truly po- 
lite circles We parted therefore with no 
other cares than thofe which now engaged 
her attention; and fhe quitted me to confult 
her oracles on the important fubjeft of her 
drefs. 

This, by the way, was in the higheft ftyle 
of hMon and expenfe ; and had I poffeffed 
the vanity of being the chaperon to the moft 
admired belle in the room, it would have 
been gratified. We had fcarcel%, placed our- 
felves before I faw lady M — enter, accom- 
panied by mils Pamell. I immediately di- 
refted my young companion's eyes to the bot- 
tom of the faloon^ where the ladies had found 
feats, and obferved, that I was furprifed to 
fee them; monfieur le marquis having told 
me they would not be in town. I endea- 
voured to catch their eyes, but in vain: ftill 
however keeping mine on them, I thought 
that mils Pamell looked thinner and paler 
thiui ufual, and I added this remark to my 
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• approbarion of her drefs and elegant peribn. 
** Why, how would you have her look ?" 
replied my giddy companibn. ^ It would 
have been quite outre had (he worn rouge 
to-night. Do you not confider that, as a for- 
faken damfel, flie ought to look pale and 
languifhing? This is her firfl exhibition; 
and to fay the truth, fhe wants only a garland 
of weq)ing willow, to complete the pifture of 
a love-fick maiden." She laughed at this 
fally of wit. " What is it you mean to fay?** 
alkedlwith alarm; and recoUeding that I 
had heard gf Caroline's being on the point of 
changing her name, " I do not comprehend 
one fyllable of what you are talking <rf*.'* 
** Mon Dieu!** cried fhe with an air of incre* 
dulity, ** eft-il poffible that you have nev^ 
heard mifs Pameirs adventure? It is now, like 
the laft novel one reads, thrown by and for- 
gotten; but it is a pathetic tale, and a very 
common one with your fentimental young 
ladies.** " For heaven's fake,** faid I, "let me ' 
hear it!'* " Why, then you muft know,*' faid 
Ihe eageriy , " that a gentleman of the name of 
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Brecon^ who enjoys a very confiderable eftate 
near Mr. Pameirs country houfe, returned 
fome time fince from the continent. He was 
received by his country neighbours as by all 
the world, for without doubt Brecon is the 
handfomefl and mofl accomplifhed young 
fellow in the tvorld: mifs Pamell was of my 
opinion, and papa and -mamma had as favour- 
able a one in refpeft to his fortune, and con- 
nexions. He was welcomed at the Priory 
accordingly; and his vifits there were fre- 
quent. Some common-place gallantry and 
alliduities, merely * pour paffer le tems,' 
followed ; till at length Mr. Pamell thought 
it time to facilitate th» lovers' wiflies, and to 
talk to Brecon of fettlements and the wed- 
ding-day^ Poor Brecon, terrified by the dan- 
ger, inflead of laughing it oflf, very awk- 
wardly explained himfelf, and left the good 
Mr. PamdU convinced that he was not tired 
of freedom. You may fuppofe that his re- 
treat was refented. Poor lady M — , utterly 
confounded by feeing her hopes defeated, 
fern to the jeweller's for her antediluvian 
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necklace and ear-rings, which it is faid were 
aftually new fetting for the bride eled; and 
I verily believe/* added (he, eameftly look- 
ing at Caroline, " that fhe was too late for 
the refcueofher dear diamonds; and that 
mifs Pamell had got pofleffion of them; for 
Ihe is very brilliant to-night/* I liftened to 
this tale with ill-concealed indignation, and 
was going to condemn the fpeaker, when 
my hufband led to her a gentleman as a 
partner for the dance; and v ith his affiflance 
I reached my friends. 

I fhould have told you, that from the time 
mifs Pamell had quitted her fchool fhe had 
refided as much with%idy M — as with her 
parents; and that, from my intimacy with 
this amiable woman after my marriage, I had 
frequent occafions of feeing and knowing 
piifs Pamell, who was juftly* entitled to the 
affeftion of lady M — , and regarded by all 
her friends as her adopted child. Our firfl: 
greetings of pleafure and kindnefs were fuc- 
ceeded by the confirmation of my fears Jbr 
Proline's health. She was evidently more 
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delicate and fallen away than I wiflied to fee 
her; and on my inquiries Ihe told me that 
fhe had been ill, but that fhe was fo much 
recovered as to murmur at the prohibition 
which prevented her dancing. Her fpirits 
were apparently fiich as I had always feen 
them, and I forgot my late apprehenfions in 
the pleafure of her converfation. The exer- 
tions (he made and the heat of the apart- 
ment foon gave a colour to her faded cheek, 
and I thought I never faw Caroline look fo 
beautiful; nor was I Angular in my opinion. 
She had drawn around us a pleafant groupe; 
and her unaflfefted gaiety attached the little 
circle to us. She particularly noticed mifs 
Latimar's dancing, and with the utmoft 
franknefs pronounced her a lovely girl. Some 
one obferved that fhe was a silly girl. Caro- 
line refuted the charge, and fteadily afferted 
that fhe bud a good underflanding, and that 
time would fhow it. The fubjeft of this de- 
bate now^pproached us panting for breath, 
and her face glowing with exercife, and the 
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coufcio/ufnefs of hatvu^ attrafted every eye; 
Caroline inftantly refigried to her the feat - 
fhe occupied, fettled her difordered head- 
drefs, and with fweetnefs paid her fpme little 
compliment on her dancing. Mifs Latimar 
returned thefe artlefs expreffions of goodwill 
with lamentations on the f^ibjeft of Caroline's 
' bad looks : flie was Ihocked to fee how 
flie was fhrunk.* Then followed inquiries 
after her dear Marianne Parnell, * whom flie 
would give the world to fee again.* To 
this fucceeded her remarks on the company. 
* There were not three well-dreffed women 
in the rooms, and the whole was too correft 
to be fpirited.* Another dance was called, 
and mifs Latimar with an air of triumph left 
us to our fpiritlefs amufements. I withdrew 
at an early hour with lady Rft— , leaving my 
hufband to take my pofl withTwo ladies, who 
engaged to fee mifs Latimar horffc^ In our 
way to my tranquil pillow, lady M en- 
gaged me to pafs the following^ day with 
her; and as it was fetiled for a quiet one, 
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and I knew that my hufband would be en- 
• gaged in th^ city, I cheerfully promifed to 
be at her levee. 

On entering her drefling-room, I found 
her ladyfhip alone and reading. * I have loft 
my girl for an hour or two,'* faid fhe, putting 
afide the book. ** Her mother, anxious to 
know how fhe had borne the buftle of laft 
night, was here at brqakfaft ; and (he has pre- 
vailed, for they are gone for an airing this de- 
lightful morning.'* "I a mnot forry," replied 
I, " that I find you alone, though I have pre- 
vented you from enjoying the fun." I pro- 
ceeded, and with caution mentioned the idle 
tale which had reached me; adding, that I 
much feared, left, with fuch obvious mifre- 
prefentadons, fome caufe of v^^tion had 
been experiencfei by mils Pamell ; and which 
might have«)ntributed to her Hbiels. " Cir- 
cuihfbmc^ rather than any intention of 
mine," replied the worthy lady M — , " have 
hitherto kept you ignorant of the unfortu- 
nate bufinels which has of late difturbed our 
tranquillity, and threatened, I may fay, the 
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life of our dear Caroline. We have for 
thefe laft eighteen months been at crofs pur- 
pofes, and have never met in London; other- 
wife your advice and friendftiip would have 
been folicited with that confidence which 
they merit. As matters now (land, I fee 
clearly that they are ftill neceffary, and I 
fcruple not to claim them. In your half- 
fuppreffed and guarded ftory, I find addi- 
tional motives for that interefl which my 
heart prompts me to take in the concerns of 
mifs Pamell; for I now find, what I never 
before fufpefted, that fhe ftands in need of 
the fupport of the candid and good. In fuch 
a caufe, the interference of Mrs. Palmer- 
ftonewill never be wanting or ufelefs. Per- 
mit me then to place before you all the 
events which have taken place during your 
late melancholy abfence from town/* (I had, 
my Eliza, loft my dear mother fome months 
prior to this time^^and which have conduded 
mifs Pamell to her prefent feeble ftate, and 
cxpofed her to the fenfelefs comments of the 
weak^ and I may add the wicked,^ Ktk in 
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which y6u will fee a conduft regulated by 
virtues which feldom exert themfelves in 
fimilar cafes, I mean, by prudence and for- 
titude. It does not often happen that an 
inclinadon fandioned by parents,and ground- 
ed oh merit and reciprocal efteem, yields to 
nobler impreffions. 

" It is needlefs to tell you that I regard Ca- 
roline as my child; and that I am confidered 
by her natural parents as a common (barer 
with them in this bleffing. Mr. Brecon's 
overtures were in the firft inftance laid before 
me. Mifs Pamell had known him long be- 
fore he went abroad, and I have good reafons 
for believing that (he had obferved his afli- 
duides even then with favour, as (he fteadily 
refufed feveral unexceptionable offers of mar- 
riage. 

^^ On his return, his piypofe and hopes were 
declared in the mod honourable manner by 
an application to her father, and the moil im- 
limited conditions on his part. Mr. Pamell 
aded conformably to his principles; every 
inquif/ relative to Mr. Brecon's chara£ler 
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was moil honourably refolved in his favour. 
His tutor, a man diftinguifhed for his inte- 
grity and piety, as much as for his learning, 
had, as a chofen friend, been his companion 
in his travels, after the age which ufually fets 
a young man of fortune above all reflraint; 
.and this gentleman*s teftimony of his conduct 
was more than fatisfadory. Mr. Pamell, 
contented on this eflential point, referred the 
lover to his daughter for a final anfwer: this 
was fevouraWe; and with parties more foli- 
citous for happinefs than ufelefs wealth, every 
condition annexed to large poffeflions was 
(imply and fpeedily fettled. 

^^ Mr. Brecon is remarkably handfonxe,and 
extremely lively and animated in converfa- 
tion, for which he poffeffes talents rarely to 
be met with in this fiivolous age. I have 
fometimes thought he: was deficient in that 
fteadinefs of charafter, and, if I may fo ex- 
prefs myfelf, that fobriety of mind which I 
wifhed to find in a man deftined to be the 
proteftor of Caroline Pamell: but on thefe 
bccafions I regollefted my retirement 'from 
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the gay world, and thofe habits and opinions 
which fo naturally take the lead in minds 
matured by time and experience; and I con- 
ftantly remarked with fatisfafldon, that a 
look from the mild eye of Caroline never 
failed in a moment to check the exuberance 
of thofe fpirits which alarmed me, and to 
filence thofe fallies of wit which I could not 
enjoy. Thus was my confidence in him re- 
(lored; and I remained fatisfied that, confi- 
dering the licence allowed to young men in 
the prefent day, and the hard neceffity which 
parents are under to cojnpromife with thdr 
principles, or fee their daughters unfettled, 
we had been peculiarly fortunate. 

*' Caroline, in order to reconcile her mother 
to the change in her fituadon, which was fait 
approaching, left me to refide in Broad-fbeet 
Mrs. Pamell could not, in the profped ci 
her child's happinefs, lofe thofe tender re- 
grets infeparable from the heart of fuch a 
mother, and to thcfe fhe gave a colouring, 
which, whilft it added to their weight, re- 
moved from her own ccnfure the felfiflmefe 
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which flie could not have tolerated In aAv 
other. She pleaded conftantly het daugu-^ 
ter*s delicate health, and attributed to that 
caufe her reludance to parting with her. 

'' It happened one Sunday evening, that 
Mr. and Mrs. Pamell left Caroline alone, in 
order to pay a friendly vifit to a fick neigh- 
bour. She had given her orders to the fer- 
vants, and concluded that Ihe was not liable 
to any interruption. A vifiting rap at the 
door confequently did not difcompofe her: 
but the hafty approach of feet on the ftair- 
cafe fomewhat alarmed her; for (he thought 
that the fick friend of the family muft have 
been too ill to admit her parents, and that 
they were returned home. The drawing- 
room door opened, and Mr. Brecon entered. 
Mifs Pamell's furprife on feeing him arofe 
entirely from believing him at that moment 
in Eflex, and inftantly yielded to the plea- 
fure of the unlooked-for vifit. He explained 
to her the obftacles which had impeded his 
intended Uttle journey, murmured in his 
ufual way at the lawyers, and concluded his 
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philippic againft them, by faying he would 
poifon them if they were not ready to go 
down with him in three days. 

** During this interval,his hand turned me- 
chanically the leaves of a book on the table^ 
in which mifs Pamell had been reading, and 
by which was a Bible ftill open. He looked 
at the book of famous that he held, and^ 
glancing his eye on the Bible, 'What!' cried 
he, laughing heardly, * you are ftill Piety 
in patiensy as that madcap Latimar ufed to 
call you at school?* * I fliould hope,* re- 
plied Caroline with feriouihefs, ' that Mr. 
Brecon is one of the laft men who would 
regard this defignation of the woman de- 
.ftined for his wife, as a term of reproach. 
Mils Latimar honourably, although uninten- 
tionally, diftinguiihed me amongft my com- 
panions. The acceptation of this peculiar 
tide in her heedlefs mind by no means de- 
grades it in mine. I do not exaAly view it 
in the fame point of ridicule with herfelf, or 
thofe from whom fhe borrowed it; which, if 
lam not miftaken, is from the head of a farce 
VOL. in. Q written 



S26 

tmtten by axi authof celebrated for vAt^ but 
who fcrupled not fometiines to forget deco* 
null, I am fony mils Latimar has not fo^ 
gotten the occafion, and the feafon of her 
life in which fhe was liable to the fame xta£- 
take/ 

** Brecon had dined gaHy. He did not read 
Caroline's countenance with his uftud pene* 
tration, and with much eagerriefe and vivacity 

• he now began to ridicule her gravity, run- 
ning over the argmnents that with bur- 
gundy and champaign pafs for imanfwer- 
able; he talked with cutting raillery of * the 
believing wife converting the infidel huf- 
band;* and very eloquently defcanted on the 
abfurdity of vulgar prejudices and prieftly 
cimning. Mifs Pamell's emotions at length 
betrayed her. He perceived Alt Ihe was 
fhocked and in tears; and terrified by die 
mifchief which he had fo thoughtlefsly pro- 
duced, a paffionate and fond rhapfody fuic-* 
ceeded, which was little calculated to impofe 

• on her imderftanding, or to footh h^ mind. 
He finiihed by faying, that fuch was her un- 
^ leontroUable 
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controDable power oyer him, that flie flioald 
find him dodle, not only to Sunday read- 
*ings, but in Sunday Ichools. He again 
laughed, taking her hand with gay freedcHn. 
Caroline at this moment fufpe&ed fomewhat 
of the caufe which operated on the unguarded 
Brecon. She arofe widi dignity, and quitted 
the room in filenc& Mr. Brecon waited her 
return during fome time, and then left the 
houfe; |m>bably unconfdous of the ferious 
confequences of this vifit. 

^^ The next morning I was funmioned to 
Broad-ftreet. Mils Pamell calmly recounted 
to us all that I have related to you; and pro- 
tefted at the £une time that (he believed Mr. 
Brecon to be perfedly fober, imtil the mo- 
ment ihe left the drawing-room, when d- 
ther the truth (buck her, or a counterfeited 
appearance of that ftate from which he 
might hope for an ezcufe for his converfa- 
tion. * I have reafon,* continued Ihe, * to 
blels a difcovery which has at once deter- 
mined my doubts refpe£Ung Mr. Brecon's 
principles. I have not unfrequently of late 
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ohferved a levity in his opinions which has 
given me much unealinefs; I have vainly 
and weakly endeavoured to impofe on my 
imderftanding, and to believe, that what had 
efcaped the notice of my beft fnends conld 
not contain caufe of alarm or fear for me, and 
that my obfervations were rather the effeds 
of a too apprehenfive mind, than any defi- 
ciency in principle on the part of Mr. Brecon. 
He has happily ceafed to be ambiguous, and 
my duty and moft important interefk call 
for the facrifice of my inclination; nay morej 
my long cherifhed affedion.* Tears and a 
fudden emotion checked her voice, but fhe 
foon recovered. * I am determined to make 
this facrifice,' continued fhe with coUeded 
firmnefs. * I feel that my happinefs muft 
have for its fecurity fomething more folid 
than the flu6hiating opinions of a fpeculative 
mind too much influenced by human paf- 
fions. My hulband muft have motives for 
his condud which admit of no appeal but 
to the written word of God. The chriftian 
religion is my guide, the rock of my de- 
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fence, and my fupport againft evil. My 
hufband mufl by his £adth in its promifes, 
and reverence for its precepts and ordi- 
nances, ftrengthen my feeblenefs, and confirm 
my confidence in thofe engagements which 
at the altar he muft folemnly vow to ftilfil. 
I have endeavoured more than once to ex- 
plain my fentiments on this important point. 
Shall I confefs that my weak reafon and 
weaker heart have been filenced by a fo- 
phiftry in which I could perceive nothing ei- 
ther fatisfaftoiy or beneficial to my peace?* 

**Mrs.Pamell,much affeded for herdaugh- 
ter, touched with delicacy on the importance 
of the queftion, as it related to the common 
happinefsofall parties concerned. Shefpoke 
of the refpe&able and amiable parts of Mr. 
Brecon's charader, and infmuated that a 
mutual explanation might fatisfy Caroline, 
and ferioufly difpofe Mr. Brecon to recant 
fuch opinions as had with reafpn alarmed 
the woman whom ihe was confident he 
loved tenderly. Caroline bluflied, and, 
wiping off a tear, with quicknels replied, that 
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Ihe refpeded Mr. Brecon's und^rftanding^ 
and was firmly perfuaded that he was ^ 
man of integrity; * but/ added fhe, * I fhould 
defpife him could he admit no better nor 
more pure motives for his faith in the gdfpel 
of Jefus Chrift, than the gratifications of his 
own heart, or compaflion for a woman whofc 
aflfedions he may with truth believe he has 
gained/ Again poor Caroline's vdcie fal- 
tered. * Why fhould I deny that I love 
Mr. Brecon,* added fhe, * or that I hjive 
loved him as the only man on earth whom I 
believed neceflary to my happinefs? Had 
this trial of my principles been encountered 
with my firft impreffions in his favour, I 
fhould probably, like others of my fex at 
seventeen^ have deplored my difappointment 
as irremediable. But have I not been taught 
by you, my befl and dearefl friends? has not 
experience in fome meafure confirmed your 
lefTons of wifdom? have I not feen examples 
of female fortitude? have I not feen many 
women rife fuperior to a trial fimilar to mine ; 
^nd who have, in a life exemplarily filled up 

by 
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by the duties of the wife and the mother, 
fliown that a difa|^intment of the tender 
kind, as it is called, has no inherent power 
to annihilate the hopes and expe£tations of 
youth; and that the mind which will feek a 
refuge in religion, and maintain itfelf, will 
find in this forrow, as in all others to which 
we are expofed, that none are defigned by 
our Maker to overwhelm us with endlefs re- 
gret, except that forrow which is attached 
to a deviation from rectitude? I may, and I 
fear I (hall, fometimes murmur at that duty 
which now calls upon me to relinquifh thoie 
hopes and expectations, .and one to whom I 
have for fbme time committed my future 
profpe£ts of happineis, and to whom my pa- 
rents were on the point of cheerfully con- 
iigning the care of my fafety and guidance. 
But I am fomething better, I truft, than a 
nominal chriilian ; my help is with me; an^ 
I Ihall be more than conqueror if I do not 
defert myfelf, nor let my dear mother for- 
get,' continued flie, gracefully taking her 
band, * the fupport which now encompaflfes 

my 
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my weaknefs. We are/ faid fhe, * equally 
the dupes of our felf-love in our fears as in 
our pretenlions* You think this matter will 
be canvaffed in the world, that I Ihall fuffer 
in the public opinion, and your gentle fpirit 
finks at the idea. I like you, my dear and 
revered guide, think the opinion of the 
world of importance; the virtue and good 
condud of a woman cannot have too many 
barriers to fecure it This, I am perfuaded, 
every prudent female will adihit with myfelf, 
notwithftanding her conviftion that, if the 
citadel is defended by principles of religion 
and a well-informed reafon, it would be lafe, 
although fome of the feeble out-works of 
public opinion were removed and broken 
down. But^ recoiled,' added fhe finiling, 
* on all occafions when the reftraints of cut 
tom and the dread of this * world's laugh* 
oppofe themfelves to my fecret judgment, 
that even the miftrefs of the world, all-pow- 
erful Rome, was faved by the babbling of 
geese ; and that the reftraints even of pre- 
judice and narrow-mindednefs, if they in, 

creafe 
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creafe the impediinaits to do ev3, are ufefiil 
and refpedable. But no ftridures on female 
conduft (hall fuperfede with me the com- 
mands of a fuperior law; and influenced as 
my condud is in the prefent inflance, I am 
prepared to meet the cenfure of the world. 
The ftory will have its courfe without doubt 
in our narrow circle. It will be defended 
and blamed, as the caprice of the moment 
fuggefts, by the majority of thofe who will 
liilen to it without any further intereft than 
that of hearing what they had not heard be- 
fore. The candid will fufpend their cen- 
fures, and the good will remember thofe 
friends who proted me. Mr. Brecon will, 
I truft, eafily forget a woman who is able to 
£icrifice him to what he will oil a miftaken 
and intolerant zeal, and he will be congra- 
tulated by his gay friends on efcaping from 
a yoke which I believe they reprobate 
nearly as much as revealed religion. We 
will, if you pleafe, leave town for a little time. 
Perhaps,* added flie, weeping anew, * my 
fpirits may demand fome refpite from the 

hurry 



2S4 

hurry of London, and will be better prepared 
by a fliort retirement for my return to my 
ufual modes of life/ 

*' We went to my houfe in Berkfliire fome 
days after this converfation," continued lady 
M — . '' Mr. Brjecon has not been fo eafiiy 
confoled as Caroline predifted. He followed 
us; but urged a hopeiefs caufe. He now 
addre0es his petitions and complaints to me, 
having in vain tried the interference of his 
friends and the intereft of Mr. Pamell, who 
really loves him. Here is his laft letter/* 
added flie, putting it into my hand; ** read 
it; you will find in it fentiments worthy of 
the objeft he folicits, and honourable to him- 
felf. The date is not ten days part. I entreat 
of you, m)>dear Mrs. Palmerftonfe, to avail 
yourlelf of this confidence whenever you 
may judge it expedient. Mr. Brecoii makes 
no fecret of his wiflies to renew his engage- 
ments with mifs Pamell; and he would wkh 
indignation refent a doubt of his fincerity : 
but this doubt with many originates in con- 
cealed malice, and muft, be counia'afte^. 

Your 



235 

Your charadel* and influence are happily 
more than fiifHcient to fupport fuch a caufe 
as that in which I now engage you. Carp* 
line would difdaiii the poor and miferable 
attack of malignity; flie would rejeft every 
mode of filendng it, but that of time and 
the evidence of truth. But you and I know, 
my dear Mrs. Palmerftone, that female de- 
licacy and female honour ill fuftain this flow 
progrefs; they demand prompt and vigorous 
alfiftance, in order to repel malice and xoo- 
futedetra£Kon.'' 

Mils Pamell and her mother now entered 
the room, and we pafled the remainder of 
the day with mutual fatisfaftion and cheef- 
fulnefs. 

A fliort time after my interview with lady 
M — J mils Latimar furprifed me with another 
of her unceremonious vifits. She enter^ 
my drefling-room at a veary early hour, and, 
after a hafly faiutation, abrupdy and with 
eagemefs aflced me whether I had heard lady 
M — mention Mr. Brecon's intention of go- 
ing to Barbadoes. I anfwered m the nega^ 

tive. 
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thre. " I thought as much/* cried flie ex- 
ultingly. ** I knew it could not be true; but 
there are people who will give credit to any 
thing, no matter how improbable. It is very 
likely, indeed, that Brecon fhould quit the 
pleafures of London for that horrid climate, 
where if he live he will become as black and 
as favage as his filthy negroes." *' Well,** 
replied I laughing, '* let us leave him to his 
fete, in cafe he is fo carelefs of his complex- 
ion ; for my not having heard of his inten- 
tion is no evidence for or againft the news 
you have picked up. But, as you juftly ob* 
ferve, public report is entitled to little faith. 
I am afraid," continued I more ferioufly, 
*^ that both you and myfelf have been too 
credulous in regard to the nature of that gen- 
tleman's connexions in Mr. Pamell's family, 
Mifs Pamell was by no means the dupe of 
her own vanity, as you were informed: on 
the contrary, fhe has been aftuated by the 
moft noble principles, to rejeO: an alliance 
in which not only her own inclinations but 
Mr. Brecon's happinefs are the facrifices, 

Affured 
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AiTured as I am of this truth, I think vnA 
regret of having for an inflant liflened to 
your improbable ftory, and I doubt not but 
that you will be forry for having repeated it.** 
** I had,'* anfwered Ihe with an air of pique^ 
** that filly bufmefs from a fource too often- 
fible to admit of any doubts relative to the 
truth of the account. I know from the moft 
undeniable authority, that Oliver Brecon 
never had a thought of marrying mifs Par- 
nell, nor the wifli of mifleading her or her 
friends into fuch an opinion.** "That is 
very extraordinary,*' refumed I; " for fuch 
an authority as you appear to reft upon cer- 
tainly contradifts Mr. Brecon's own declara- 
tion.** -I paufed fhe was filent 

** Moreover,'* continued I, '* I have read 
lately a letter written by himfelf, containing 
reiterated propoials for the renewal of an 
engagement, the interruption of which he 
deplores as the heavieft difappointment of 
his life.** " Yes, yes,** exclaimed fhe, " I 
underftand how all this has happened : lady 
M— is an excellent auxiliary on fuch occa- 

fionsl*' 
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ficuis!'' " You furely," demanded I widi fome 
quicknefe, " do not mean to imply that lady 
M — is capable of impofition or forgery ! and 
yet fhe muft have been acceffary to both, be- 
fore you can fet afide the evidence I have 
givai you. Nor do you, I believe, imagine 
that Mr. Brecon would contentedly fubmit 
to fuch meafures, or deny his own hand- 
writing. The truth therefore is palpable; 
and if you ynlh for further confirmation, you 
Ihall not only fee this letter, but be convinced 
<that Mr. Brecon openly avows his attach- 
ment to mifs Pamell, and that he has, em- 
ployed, not ten days fince, the intereft of his 
-friends to regain her favour and efleem, and 
^ffedk his defuse of an union. Be then jufl 
'to yourfelf, my dear mifs Latim;ar,'* added I 
foftening, " be candid, dud allow that you 
have been mifled by a mifre^refentarion of 
tihis amiable young woman's conduft. Your 
perfifling in an obflinate adherence to the tale 
you have heard will only injure yourfelf. 
You have long known Caroline Pamell, your 
youthfid days were paffed in the fame houfe. 

Every 
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Every one who knows mifs F^unell will re* 
jed this ftory, and you will moft honourably 
exhibit your own charafter by treating it 
with the contempt which it deferves. You 
are young and beautiful like her, and equally 
expofed to the fliafts of envy. The caufe of 
Caroline Pa^ll is a common caufe, which 
every virtuous and prudent young woman 
ought aflively to defend. Falfehood and ma- 
lignity would foon retreat, did they find op- 
ponents in every honeft and candid hearer 
of thdr fabricated malice. It is our fupine- 
nefe and indolence which give them celerity, 
and the power of injuring the innocent" ** I 
thank you, madam, for your instructions^ 
replied mifs Latimar with ironical humility. 
" I am forry that I feel on this occafion 
fo little difpofition to profit from them. Fads 
witfi me are ftubbom things. I beg leave 
to refign mils Pamell and her concerns into 
yotw and lady M — *s hands. You are much 
better qualified to combat with general belief 
than I prefume to be.*' 

I was provoked, my Eliza, and with no 

little 
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litde afperity reminded her of a proof which 
ftie had fo apparently overlooked. '* You 
will do well/* faid I, " in your future anim- 
adverfions and comments on this affair, to 
recoUeft that, whether it arifes from a natural 
love of juftice, or from that (hrewdnefs and 
cunning which depravity rarely wants, the 
world has a wonderful fagacity in difcovering 
the common incitements to malevolence and 
flander. Take care left it ftumble on the 
truth, in afcribing motives for your dilbelief 
of circumftances to the honour of this excel- 
lent young Woman, that will be more offen- 
five to your vanity than the triumph of her 
fairfame!^ She rofe indignandy from her 
feat. *^ I will at leaft,'* faid fhe, furioufly 
ringing, " fpare that vanity further infult at 
prefent.** " You will do well^^ faid I calmly, 
** and ftill hetter if you can as eafily and ef- 
feftually fecure it from the many it will have 
to encounter.** She retired haughtily and 
rudely. 

I was diverted fome days after by the ac- 
count which ihe diligently circulated of our 
' * quarreL 
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quarrel. I had, according to this accurate 
chronicle, cruelly infulted her feelings^ by 
upbraiding her as the caufe of Mr. Brecon's 
defertion of mifs Pamell, a young lady whom 
ihe fo pardcularly efteemed and admired. I 
had even gone fo far as to infinuate, that fhe 
had favoured his addrefles. i fmiled^ and 
mifs Latimar's injuries were forgotten. 

You may perhaps imagine that this giddy 
^l had fomeobjeftin view by this conduft; 
not very remote firom the accufations that 
fhe produced againft me. Tou are miflaken. 
Mifs Latimar was a coquette, and invuhiera^ 
ble but on the fide of vanity. She would 
have heard of the death of a lover with more 
compofure than of the defertion of an ad- 
mirer. Mr. Brecon had never inlifled imdef 
her banners; and the mod fhe could pro^ 
mife herfelf was, to fee him occafionally in 
her train; for his fodety was not hers. The 
fble motive of her conduft mufl be fimply 
reduced to the defire of leffening that influx 
cnce in another, which fhe coveted to enjoy 
without a rival; and Caroline Pamell fhared 
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her enmity with every other young and beau^ 
tiful woman who ftood in her way. 

From this period I loft fight of mifs Lati- 
mar. The very recoUeftion of her was loft 
"in fcenes in which fhe could have no intereft. 
At length I accidentally learned that (he had 
•aiTociated with ladies eftablifhed in the public 
opinion by the pains which they had taken 
to place themfelves above its^cenfures ; and 
an idle ftory was produced to convmce me 
that mifs Latimar had not quite reached their 
impunity : for it was faid^ that at Bath flie 
had wich apparent complacence received 
the afliduous and marked attenjtions of an 
Italian nobleman; that he Had followed her 
to town, and was very fortunately recognized 
by my lord B — , whofe valet he had been 
at Naples. I will not be refponfible for the 
trudx of this ftory; but I know that Mr. 
Latimar gave up his houfe in London from 
that time, and kept hia fair daughter im* 
mured at his feat in Yorkftdre, with fome 
fe verity on his part, and much reluftancQ 
and obftinate contention on hers. 

She 
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She .was at the time of her forced retire- 
qfient three- or four-and-twenty ; and I leave it 
to you to calculate the progrefs fhe had made 
in that career, which at feventeen fo mife- 
rably invited her. I leave you to trace the 
road wtich has vanity for its guide, and folly 
for its end. 

I was prepared for her late vifit by a letter 
from Mrs. Ainfworth, in whofe age and in- 
firmities lie buried not only her good fenfe 
and experience, but the remembrance of 
thofe a£ts of kindnefs and iriendfhip which 
miis Latimar has received from her for the 
greatefl part of her life. She informed me 
that mifeLatitqar, weary of her confinement, 
and impadent of control, had infifted on 
vifidng London ; that her father, tired of 
oppofidon, and weakened by age and fevere 
fits of the gout, fubmitted ; but firmly with- 
held the means of gratifying her love of 
expenfe and fliow ; alleging that fte had 
fpent a fbrttme when permitted to do as (he 
pleafed with his purfe. It appears that he 
wa$ firm. She i$ therefore in lodgings with 

two 




^44 

two fervants; and in this fituaddn (he pro- 
bably forgot that eight years had made any 
change in the circle of her former brilliant 
amufements. But fhe finds the place flie then 
occupied filled up ; her former gay fiiends 
no longer recpUeft her face; and fome 
amongft them are afliamed to ftiow their 
own. In this awkward predicament mifs 
Latimar thought of me, and, with fome rea- 
fon judged that I had it in my power to be 
ufeful to her. But mifs Latimar has no longer 
the plea of youth and inexperience tp urge 
with me; and I am no Quixote in the work 
of reformation. I am well affured that it 
would be as chimerical to combat the efta- 
blifhed empire of folly and vanity in the heart 
of a woman upwards of thirty, as to encoun- 
ter windmills under the imaginary forms of 
giants and magicians. For all other domi- 
neering paffions wifdom may hope to find an 
antidote, and prudence and addrefs may 
feize the moment in which tp render it effi- 
cacious: but vanity is a tyrant which never 
fleeps ; it feeds on all the nobler faculties of 

the 
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die tnind, fubdues reafon^ and fcoms inflruco 
tioiL Infenfible to the contempt it excites^ 
its reftlefe fearch is admiration, and with 
greedy hafte it fnatches it from the mean- 
eft adulator, or the moft infidious betrayer. 
Mils Latimar muft now fink into that cha- 
rader which (he has prepared for herfel£ 
She has received the tribute which fools only 
pay to youth and beauty; fhe has no claim 
to that which wifdom cheerfully gives to 
merit. As the votary of vanity fhe has had 
her reign: the remainder of her e^ence is a 
blank in fociety ; and will produce no better 
fruits to herfelf than repinings and difcontent, 
to hy nothing of thofe evils to which invete- 
rate folly may yet betray her. 

It did not fuit my temper, my princi- 
ples, or my convenience, to become ufeful 
to this lady. My coldnefs towards her when 
here has explained my intentions; and we 
.Ihajl fee no more of her. 

I think you will have reafon to complain 
,of me if I omit fatisfying you with the fequel 
•of oufs Pamell's iloryt I will therefore finifh 
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my narrative, by relaiting tholfe events which 
induced her finally to take the name of 
Brecon. 

Mifs Latimar's intelligence, refpeftfng thfe 
gentleman's vifiting a large eftate left him by 
an uncle iti Barbadoes, was well founded. 
DiTappointed in all refpe£te in his hopes to 
regain his former footing in Mr. Pamelas 
family, he quitted England; but her jwredic- 
tions as to his appearance at his return were 
fomewhat lefs exaftly verified. It is true, 
he returned a changed man^ and his com- 
plexion was not improved; but although it 
was not quite the colour of his *^ filthy 
negroes,'* it bore the hue oimelcmcholy^ and 
alarmed his friends. He retired to his feat 
in Effex, and for fome time appeared to have 
forgotten the world. Doftor S — , his cop- 
ftant companion and deareft fiiend, at length 
fucceeded in difpelling one fubjeft oC regret 
from his mind, and he infenfibly mixed in 
fociety. The fteady and manly indifference 
with which he met the pcanted ridicule of his 
former gay affociates^ the affiduity with which 

• he 
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he engaged In purfiiits worthy of him and 
fuitable to his condition in life, convinced 
every one that Mr. Brecon was a changed 
man. At this time he became a frequent 
tifitor at your grandfather's, and gained w^th 
us an efteem that he has maintained to this 
hour. In about a year after his retiim from 
Barbadoes I received the following letter 

■ from lady M— , 'to announce to m^ an event 
which all mifsPamell's friends were prepared 

' to expedl, and which all heard of with fatis* 

♦* You will rejoice With us,** wrote ladyM— *, 
*^ in the happinefs of this auTpicious day. Your 
£stvourite8 are imited. It is more than pro- 
bable that th& delay of their hapi^nefs will 
be the bafis of its fecurity; for it now refts 
on a fincere return fix)m error on the one 
paft, and the moft entire ccmfidence and 
efteem on the other. Doftor S--^ who 
joined their hands, has juft left me, weeping 
with joy, and faying, like the good Simeon, 
• Lord, now letteft thou thy fervant depart 
in peace. Think,' faid he, < think, my 

dear 
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dear lady M-^, to i^ffaitt aheight my fits^e of 
this day's comfort amounts! But you tamidt 
duly eftimate it without knowing what was • 
my forrow, on feeing the objeft rfmy beft 
hopes, and the child of my affeOion, defert 
that caufe for which I have Hved, and for 
which I would meet death/ 

" * Oliver Brecon was left to my care at 
feven yeai^of age by his father, who kindly 
thought my integrity eqiial to the duty, and 
my friendflupf equal to the burthen. He 
was of age before he travelled; and wid\ 
honeft pleafure I found that he (^referred his 
tutor and his father in love to a younger 
companion. I had in the early part of my 
Kfe made connexions on the ccmtinent, 
which now became ufeful to Mr, Br6con$ 
and wkh pleafure I introduced this s^xmd 
proof that I had not lived in vaki. iM^^ 
ulted in the fuccefs of my labours^ aiiyl faw 
with pride a ^ndu£k in my pupil tlut re-; 
flefted honoier on my gray head. He treated 
the flimfy fophiftry which he met. with ich 
"^•^oft every literary fociety that he, fre-: 

* quented. 
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^entedy with manly argument and proud 
defiance, and quitted k vddi die reputadon 
of a man who was well able to defend the 
caufe he had adopted, and who was worthy 
of it. I enjoyed my triumf^ too foon, and 
I doubt too proudly. His unfufpeding nature, 
the conviviality of his; temper, that confci- 
oufhels of abilides whicK felf-love even on 
weaker grounds whHpers to the fiuman heart, 
^\ tended ^^fd&mt^^^ in koydon. His 
large fortune and independent condidon foon 
allured around him aflbdates,* not the lefs 
•qualified for his fedudtion by being removed 
irom fufpidon in a mind that had no clue in 
itfelf to lead it to conceive a fmifter defign 
in that of another. But thefe very honour- 
able friends found that they had more to do 
than they looked for. Brecon from a boy 
hated trivial purfuits. In exercife he was 
manly, and even daring; but a love of (ludy 
was his predominant paflion. Gaming was 
his aveHkm, and the pleafures of the table 
finifhed for him when converfadon an(^ wit 
were loft in revelry. His new friends fa>y 
. . • that 
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that they fiad to corrupt his tafle as well as id 
pervert his morals. They wanted not pene- 
tration, and f6on difcovered that it was ne- 
ceffary to break down the flrong fences which 
defended both the one and the other; But 
which had not kept out the vanity' of a young 
naan fehfible of thofe acquirementj which 
conftituted with him the only fuperiority of 
which hewa§,^unbitious. Religion became 
their topic of 'debate, aittf ridicule their keen- 
eft argument. Oliver entered the lifts with 
iardour. He repelled their attacks with fuc- 
cefsj but his honeft heart perceived not their 
fubtlety. A loud laugh could now difcon^ 
cert him, and he began to waver in that 
feith which he had believed couid filence 
wiiful obftinacy. Ardently did he return 
again and again to the charge. He ftruggled 
for vitlory, when retreat would have been 
not only honourable but 'glorious; for his de- 
feat was the triumph, not of reafon, but of 
concerted cuibiing and diffimulation. They- 
liftened to betray, they anfwered to entrap; 
inexperienced Oliver became a coii* 

vert 
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veil to ineii^ vbom a year before he wd&M 
not have deigned to meet in the £air and 
open inveftigation of any fubjed wordry of 
his thoughts. That mils PameO in the firft 
moments of fdf^recolledioh had not an in- 
fluence, it is far from my intentkm to aflert; 
but I will be anfwerable for the fincerity widi 
which he has returned to thofe principles 
which he inconfiderately abandoned. Their 
infinite importance to the happinefs of man 
has been duly weighed by a mind ferioufly 
alarmed by the hazard of relinquifliing them; 
and Mr. Brecon has fallen, to rife with re- 
doubled firmnefe; for he knows at prefent 
the ftrength that is needful for human weak- 
nefs.''' 

I cannot, my dear Eliza, finilh this letter 
without fome obfervations of my own. You 
have been inftruded in your religious faith 
by parents who have honeftly made that re- 
ligion the rule of their, conduft; and with 
every argument refulting from their own 
belief and experience they have endeavoured 
to convince you that there is no fafety in 
this world ^*- *^'^^'* who rejea the word of 

God. 
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God. Yt)u well know likewife that I am no 
bigot: all who profefs the fame fiaith with 
myfelf, and all who profefs to follow the 
feme divine leader, are Chriftians with me, 
however we may diffent on thofe fpeculative 
points, which, as having little to do with our 
obedience to the precepts and commands of 
our mafter, are and muft be fubjefls of lefs 
importance to me, and to all thofe who with 
limited knowledge and humility of heart 
prefa: doing the will of our divine tieacher, 
to fearching into the myfteries of that faith 
which we acknowledge as fufEcient to fave. 
But you are now, my* Eliza, entering a world 
that will hourly call upon you for pity and 
toleration. You will meet men, who, under 
the name of Deifts, will furprife you by 
their rejeftion of that very gofpel from 
which has been drawn the pure morality they 
profefs, and which I am willing to believe 
many of them pradtife. Thefe are m^i 
whofe reafoning faculties are acute, and. 
whbfe reading has given them more inge- 
nuity and fubtlety than Ipve of truth and 

fimplicity^; 
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umpHcity;' not that they hate the light, bu£ 
that pride teaches them to think that they 
have eyes to fearch mto the fecrets even of 
Omnipotence, We will not prefume, my 
child, to judge fuch men as thefe: but we 
may lament their defertion of a faith which 
would not difgrace their boafted reafon, and 
which even they muft allow promifes more 
than fcepticifm. We will however, my 
Eliza, freely fliow our contempt and fcom 
of thofe who adopt infidelity as the fafliion 
of the day; and who, without one appro- 
priate idea of the fubjeft, or moreinftrudkion 
than they brought with them from the nur- 
fery, fet up for free-thinkers; and confider 
their fenfelefe attacks on revealed religion as 
proofs of their wit, and tefts of their under- 
ftanding ; and, in their rude and officious 
zeal to break down the barriers which fecure 
their neighbours, fancy that their pilfered 
language and arguments muft convince 
others, though unintelligible to themfelves. 
I have met with even boys, my dear child, 

who 
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who have pertly and infolently obtruded 
thdr doubts amongft a circle of women, and 
in the prefence of their mothers and fifters. 
I have liftened to fome of thefe fuperior 
geniuses, who with the utmoft felf-compla- 
cency have congratulated themfelves on 
having difcarded points of faith, which the 
wifeft and moft enlightened of our race have 
believed and defended with glory. You 
will, as well as your mother, be in danger of 
forgetting Chriftian charity with offenders 
of this fort, and, like her, you will wifli to re* 
mind thefe young gentlemen to remove in 
the firft place a fufpicion by which a fimple 
believer may very well oppofe their endea- 
vours to make profelytes. Let them take 
care not to difcover to the world, that. their 
view in rejefting the gofpel is to remove al} 
thofe checks which vice needs, and to which 
they give the reins. Our religion is in this 
refpeft exaftly conformable to our reafon. 
Wtf know that fin is mifery j and when a li- 
l>ertine tells us that the gofpel is a fable, 

invented 



invented by the craft of man, we muft be 
idiots not to perceive that he has motives for 
dilbelief, which it is for our fecurity and 
hai^inefs even in this life to fhun, as we 
would a defolating peiHlence. ^ To fearch 
the fcriptures** is recommended by an apoftie 
who well knew that they would ftand evey 
inquiry which refulted from a love of truth 
and a humble mind. But be not afhamed, 
my Eliza, of following your mother's ex- 
ample. Search them for the falutary pur- 
pofes for which they were given, namely, to 
purify the heart, and to conduct you to the 
fource from whence they came. And re- 
member that there are multitudes of both 
sexes ** ever learning, and never able to 
come to the knowledge of the truth," merely 
becaufe they are " high-minded," and lovers 
of vain argument more than ** lovers of 
God." 

You will cxpeQt me to fay a few words 
refpefting the prefent fituation of Mr. and 
Mrs. Brecon. They have refided fince their 
marriage with lady M— • in Devonfhire, her 

health 
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health being infirm. But I am told by Mrs. 
Pamell, who is juft returned [ftom thence, 
that (he expefts them in town this winter; 
and (he has prepared me for the embonpoint 
of her daughter, and to receive her nurfling, 
a boy who ran alone at eleven months. 

I am 

Your afFedbionate mother, 

Angelica Palmerstone. 



THE END. 



J. Taylor, Printer, 
Horse- Court, Fleet-street, 
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